BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
October 11, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday October 11, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well..   
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on September 13th, 14th and 28th.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Board opened bids for the refurbishing of a compacter for the Landfill.  The Administrator stated that there was only one bid despite sending it out to several vendors. He noted that it is a Caterpillar machine and that CAT was the most likely vendor to rebuild the compactor.  The sole bid came from Yancey Brothers and was for $189,607.95.  When asked by Chairman Crockett how much a new compactor would cost, Solid Waste Director, Ralph Hankerson stated around $480,000.  He noted that this would be a totally rebuilt piece of equipment and would get 10 to 15 more years out of it.  The bid was referred to the Finance Committee for review and action.
Then the Commissioners then considered a vacancy on the Development Authority.  Chip Barefield recently tendered his resignation from the board.  Mr. Crockett noted that there was some consensus to appoint Lindsai Mobley Gentry to the Authority.  Mr. Abrams made the motion appoint Lindsai Mobley Gentry to fill the unexpired term on the Development Authority.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.
After that the County Commission addressed a vacancy on the Board of Health.  With the passing of Dr. Lamar Murray there is a vacant spot on the Board for a medical professional.  Mr. Deloach moved to appoint Dr. E. R. Hensley to the Board of Health.  Mr. DeLaigle offered a second to the motion.  It passed on a unanimous vote.  
The Board then considered an expired term on the Hospital Authority.  Chris Collins’s term on the Authority expired at the end of August.  Chairman Crockett commended his work on the authority during these past few difficult years and suggested that he be reappointed.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to reappoint Chris Collins to another term on the Hospital Authority.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  
After that the Board addressed an expiring term on the Department of Family and Children Services Board.  Jackie Payton’s term on the Board expired as of July 1st.  The Administrator pointed out that she has been an active member and is eligible for reappointment.  Mrs. Kelly moved to reappoint Jackie Payton to another term on the DFCS Board.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed with all in favor.  
Next on the agenda was the renewal of an agreement with the Georgia Emergency Management & Homeland Security Agency.  The agreement is for the provision and use of a supply trailer for equipping a shelter in the case of emergency.  GEMHSA will provide the County a trailer and the County agrees to use it only for operations of an emergency trailer.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to renew the mutual aid agreement with GEMHSA.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion carried 5 to 0.
The Commissioners then considered a supplemental agreement to our contract with the Georgia DOT for operating and capital funds for our rural transit program.  The capital portion includes $110.25 more funds for the purchase of a van but it also requires the same amount from the County for our share of the cost of the program.  Mrs. Kelly moved to approve the supplemental agreement with the DOT.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
After that the Commissioners considered a resolution that will authorize the staff to apply for a contract for operating funds for Burke Transit for FY 18.  The DOT now requires a resolution from the governing authority before it goes through the process to award funds for a local transit program.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to adopt the resolution authorizing submission of DOT Transit Application for FY 2018.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second.  The motion carried with all voting in favor.  
The next item of business was a request from the Recreation Department to advertise and fill two vacancies.  They have had a full time Maintenance Laborer resign recently as well as a part time Recreation Aide.  The Administrator noted that this is the busiest time of the year for the department and that they need to fill both positions as soon as possible.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant permission to fill both positions.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion which passed on a 5 to 0 vote.
The next item of business was to consider a request to fill a vacant position at the Library.  Beau Beauman accepted a position as IT Specialist with the Facility Maintenance Department.  This leaves a vacant Library Assistant III position.  Library Director, Gwen Jackson indicated in her memo that they need this position to manage the three libraries in the County.  Mrs. Kelly moved to fill the vacant Library Assistant III position.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and it carried 5 -0.  
Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they are working on paving, striping and cutting grass around the County.   He noted that they have finished the LMIG work of resurfacing Rosier Road from Herndon Road to the Jefferson County Line.  He added that the work on Blue Bird Lane is progressing.  They should put down rock this week.  He also pointed out that they have done a chip seal resurface on 33 miles of roads in the County.  Mr. Burke reported that they have cleared all the roads with trees down from Hurricane Matthew.  He stated that two roads were closed due to flash flooding that washed out the roads.  They will be repaired this week.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that he has had several complaints about loose gravel on the newly paved roads.  Mr. Burke and Chairman Crockett both urged the public to pay attention to the caution signs and slow down.   

Jessica Hood, Development Director, thanked the Board for the new appointment to the Development Authority.  She noted that we have had more prospects this year than any of the past five years.  She invited any of the Commissioners who were interested to sit in on their meetings with the next one coming up on October 25th at 10:00 AM.  
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman, reported that we are closing out the fiscal year and starting a new one.  That means there is a lot of work on the office over the last few weeks.
Ralph Hankerson stated that they are taking the landfill one day at a time.  He said that trucks are back running to the landfill in Savannah after a temporary disruption due to the storm on the coast.  Mr. Abrams asked about a way to promote removal of tires or notification of how to dispose of scrap tires responsibly.  

Mrs. Ruby Carter then asked to address the Board.  She stated that the irrigation had stopped on Glisson Road.  While she was pleased with this she had a complaint that she had called the Road Department to find out the status of her road and was treated rudely.  She said that she expected a pleasant response.  Mr. DeLaigle asked her not to bother Mr. Burke because he has so much going on.  She should call the County Administrator in the future because he has more time to deal with her.  He also thanked her for her patience.  Mr. Burke noted that he had put gravel on that road right up to Mrs. Carter’s driveway.  
The Administrator reminded those at the meeting that we have an election next month.  He encouraged everyone to support the SPLOST vote because these projects will have to be completed with property tax funds if we didn’t have the sales tax.  

Mrs. Kelly stated that she was approached by people in the community wanting to know what we were doing for the evacuees from the coast due to the recent hurricane.  The Administrator responded that our EMA is set up to protect Burke Countians if there was a problem locally due to a storm or at Plant Vogtle.  He added that we don’t have any agency that coordinates private efforts in the community.  He did note that the hotels and restaurants were full and that folks in Burke County responded to assist the refugees in many ways.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:54 PM.
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