BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
September 13, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday September 13, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well. Commissioner Crockett was unable to attend due to illness.   
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on August 9th, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  

Next the Board heard from Katherine Fouche who read a proposed proclamation decreeing September 17-23 to be Constitution Week in Burke County.  The proclamation read as follows:

  PROCLAMATION

CONSTITUTION WEEK

WHEREAS:  September 17, 2016, marks the two hundred twenty-ninth anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention; and

WHEREAS:  It is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to the magnificent document and its memorable anniversary; and to the patriotic celebrations which will commemorate the occasion; and

WHEREAS:  Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week,

NOW, THEREFORE I, R. Wayne Crockett, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Chairperson of the County Commissioners of the County of Burke (in the City of) Waynesboro do hereby proclaim the week of September 17 through 23 as

CONSTITUTION WEEK

AND ask our citizens to reaffirm the ideals which the Framers of the Constitution had in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties, remembering that lost rights may never be regained.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the County to be affixed this 13th day of September of the year of our Lord two thousand sixteen.

Mrs. Kelly moved to adopt the proclamation for Constitution Week.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.
Then the Commissioners heard from the DOT’s Transportation Investment Act staff concerning the Hwy 56 Phase I widening project.  George Brewer and Eric Wilkerson gave a presentation concerning the project.  They noted that the culvert under the highway would have to be replaced and this would force a closure of the highway for up to two weeks.  They discussed the planned detour route that would take trucks down River Road to Hwy 80 and then back to SR 23 or SR 56.  Local traffic and passenger vehicles can use Collins Road which would only be a short detour.  They answered questions of the Board concerning the project and then thanked them for allowing them time on the agenda.
After that Rensiabell Cobb addressed the Board concerning Cobb Road near Magruder.  He stated that he was representing the Cobbtown community.  He asked the Board to pave their road.  He noted that they are taxpayers and voters and expect something to be done.  He asked everyone from the Straight Gate Church of God to stand to show their support for paving the road.  About 20 people stood.  He asked to have one end or the other paved. He said he would stay in contact with Commissioner Abrams.  Mr. DeLaigle promised that something was going to get done for their road.
The Board then considered a petition from 9 residents on Ann’s Way a private road off of Bates Road, asking for the County to take over maintenance of the Road.  The Administrator cautioned the Board that the road does not meet our standards for acceptance into the County Road System.  He stated that this could set a precedent that will make it hard to not accept other substandard roads.    The County Attorney reminded the Board that we need to have a deed transferring the property over to the County.  A petition was not the correct instrument to accomplish this.  We would need to have right of way deeds dedicating the property to the County.  This will require the property owners to sign deeds not just residents.  The consensus of the Board was to table the matter.  
After that the Board addressed a request from the Georgia DOT to pass a resolution supporting the placement of “No Fishing from Bridge” and “No Parking on Shoulder” signs along Hwy 23 near the Brier Creek Bridge.  The item was tabled last month to gather public input.  The consensus of the Board was that this is a State highway and that the DOT has the power to regulate the use of their own property.  Therefore no action was taken.

Next on the agenda was a bid opening for the County’s contract to purchase paper products and trash can liners.  The Administrator opened bids on the various items from four vendors.  The bidders were:  Central Poly, Haskins, S&S Supply, and Salter Building Supply.  All four submitted a bid on each item requested.  The bids were referred to the Finance Committee for action and given to the Facility Maintenance Director for compilation.
The Commissioners then considered a request from the Facility Maintenance Director, Loren Barnhart to replace a vacant IT Assistant position in his department.  The Administrator explained that this is a key position since we have so many computers, servers and networks in the various offices of the County.   Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize the Facility Maintenance Director to advertise and fill the vacancy.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It passed on a unanimous vote.  
After that the Commissioners discussed a request from the Tommy Powell, owner of Capital Furniture.  He made a proposal to purchase a number of windows, doors and a water cooler from the old Maryland Fried Chicken building that will be demolished to allow for the construction of the new Judicial Center.  The Administrator explained that we cannot sell items directly but must put them out for sealed bid or auction upon being declared surplus property.  He suggested that using our online auction service would be the most efficient way to dispose of these items.  There was no objection to putting these items up for sell.  Mr. Abrams moved to declare all the salvageable items in the Maryland Fried Chicken building to be surplus property.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion carried with all in favor.  
The next item of business was a supplemental contract with the Georgia DOT for funding for Transit for FY16.  The DOT found that the actual cost of the purchase of vans for Burke Transit was $339.60 more than anticipated in the original contract.  The supplemental contract splits the additional cost between the County and the DOT.  The County’s match would increase by $169.80.  Mrs. Kelly moved to adopt the supplemental agreement with the DOT for Transit funding for FY16.  Mr. Abrams offered the second and the motion passed on a vote of 4 to 0.    
The next item of business was to name a voting delegate on behalf of the County for the ACCG Legislative Leadership Conference.  The Administrator explained that the ACCG will vote on a policy platform for the organization at this meeting and each county gets one voting delegate.  Mr. Abrams moved to appoint Administrator, Merv Waldrop as the County’s voting delegate.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion passed unanimously.   
The next item on the agenda was a Performance Partnership Agreement with the GEMA. The Georgia Emergency Management Agency annually provides funds to County EMA’s for training and equipment.  The Counties are expected to provide a match through cash or in kind services.  The Administrator noted that this agreement will provide Burke County with $6995.00 with our match coming by way of in kind services of our staff.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the agreement with GEMA.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It carried with all voting in favor.
Mrs. Ruby Carter asked about the status of Glisson Road.  The Administrator reported that Mr. Watson was apologetic after the last meeting and stated he would correct the problem.  The Administrator added that the road was dry on Friday when he was in that arear and the problem appeared to be corrected.  Mrs. Carter noted that the problems seem to be corrected as well.  She then asked when the County was going to be able to scrape the road and repair the ruts caused by the water damage.  The Public Works Director indicated that they had started working Glisson Road earlier that day.  

Jessica Hood, Development Director, reported that they are busy and the activity is healthy.  She noted that the Authority is going to the State of the Port meeting in Savannah on Thursday and invited any of the Commissioners to join them.  

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they are working on paving, striping and cutting grass around the County.  He added that Georgia Power has started work on moving the power poles on Blue Bird Lane.  
Paul Burke, Road Superintendent, reported that they have already resurfaced 25 miles of roads in the County.    

Facility Maintenance Director, Loren Barnhart reported that he is short two positions and appreciates the support and patience of the Board as he tries to catch up.  

Rusty Sanders, EMA Director, stated that they are keeping everything going.  He noted that we came out well with the recent hurricane.  He added that the Road Department did a great job keeping the roads clear from downed trees.    

Finance Director, Michael Wiseman, reported that Mr. Dixon has turned in over $13,000 in donations for body armor.  He added that we will be closing out the fiscal year in a few weeks.  
Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session to discuss threatened litigation.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  It passed with all in favor.
After completing their discussion, Mr. Abrams moved to go out of executive session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion passed unanimously. 

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM.
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