BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING AND

BUDGET WORKSESSION

July 27, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 4:39 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room.  Present at this meeting were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Wayne Crockett, Allen DeLaigle and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also in attendance was County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The first item of business was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid property taxes by Jo Ann Sims.  The Administrator explained that Mrs. Sims had paid taxes for a good number of years on a septic tank that had been removed.  When she brought the matter to the attention of the Tax Assessors, they removed the tank value from the digest.  Mrs. Sims asked for a refund of the taxes on the tank that was no longer on her property.  The Commissioners were sympathetic to her cause but were reluctant to set a precedent.  The Administrator pointed out that the Assessors had not made a mistake; it was the previous owner who failed to report the removal of the septic tank.  He suggested that they be very clear that this is a unique situation in order for the County to not have to make refunds due to failure of the owner to make timely returns and updates.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to refund the overpayment to Mrs. Sims due to the error of the previous owner to notify the tax assessor of the removal of a septic tank.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second.  Chairman Crockett noted that these were extenuating circumstances.  The motion carried on a vote of 4 to 0.  
The next item of business was an agreement with Georgia Power to remove several poles along Bluebird Lane.  The company is requiring the County pay them $27,436 to relocate the poles.  Mr. Abrams moved to enter the agreement in order to proceed with this paving project.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was approved on a unanimous vote.    
After that the Board considered a request from Chief Sanders to fill several vacancies in the 911 Department.  He is down two dispatchers and this is making it difficult to schedule to cover all the shifts.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize the Chief to fill two vacancies at 911.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It passed with all four voting in favor.  
The Board then discussed the FY 17 budget.  The Administrator gave an overview of his recommended budget.  He stated that the proposal includes a 2% Cost of Living Adjustment based on the Consumer Price Index for the last 12 months.  It also adds five more steps to the pay scale.  He pointed out that there are new positions for Animal Control and the Airport.  He had prepared a list of budget issues which showed the items requested that were not included in the recommended budget.  

Chairman Crocket asked the Board to consider letting the Road Department fix the damage at the Lake Crystal Dam.  He said he believed that water from Walnut Road had done the damage.  Consensus of the Board was that the County should repair the damage to the dam this one time.  It was noted that the drainage problems have been corrected.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
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