BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
April 12, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday April 12, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on March 8th, 9th, 17th and 29th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Board heard from Kay Proctor of Lanier, Westerfield, Deal & Proctor our auditors.  She reported that the County’s financial reports were in good shape and gave them an unmodified opinion.  She noted growth in the County’s fund balances.  She also pointed out that there were some changes in reporting due to accounting standards that will make comparisons difficult in the enterprise funds and the retirement fund.  The Commissioners had several questions about the position of the retirement plan.  She reported that there was $18,000,000 in the fund which is enough to last 20 years at the current rate of payout.  She commended the staff for good work and ease to work with.  
Samantha Holton was next on the agenda.  She stated that she would let Patricia Glenn speak for her request.  Mrs. Glenn asked the Board to increase its funding for the spay and neuter program offered by Girard Life Saver.  She stated that the original $3000 appropriation was used up in 2 months.  The Board had a few questions for her concerning the cost of spay and neuter operations.  The Administrator pointed out that GLS has been very good to report how they were using the funds.  The Commissioners explained that they would not add anything before the new budget year.  They will consider increased appropriations in the next fiscal year.  Mrs. Holton also stated that Sharon McAlvey was speaking on her behalf to encourage the adoption of an anti-tethering ordinance.  Ms. McAlvey stated that she lives in Evans, Georgia in Columbia County.  She stated that chaining is not harmless and encouraged the Commissioners to adopt a law prohibiting tying up or tethering an animal.  She noted that Richmond County had recently adopted such an ordinance.  She stated that she works for Pierson International.   

The Commissioners then considered a Proclamation for National Donate Life Month.  The Administrator explained that this proclamation was requested by LifeLink of Georgia and Donate Life Georgia.  Mr. Abrams explained that as an organ recipient he understands how important this issue is to so many people in our community.  He made the motion to adopt the proclamation designating April 2016 as Donate Life Month in Burke County.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion passed unanimously.  
Next on the agenda was a bid opening for the renovation of restrooms at the Public Works headquarters building.  The Administrator reported that there were no bids received despite having sent the request to local contractors and having posted it on the website and social media.  The Board referred that project to the Finance Committee to discuss our options.

After that the Board opened bids for the purchase and installation of a generator at the Public Works Headquarters to run the office and especially the gas pumps when the power is out.  The project is being funded by a grant from GEMA.  The ice storm in 2014 revealed that we were susceptible to being shut down by loss of power.  Not having fuel or power to the office would quickly disable the ability of the Sheriff’s Department, EMA and Road Department to respond to emergency conditions.  There was one bid for the project.  Rowell Electric bid $27,500 to do the work.  This bid was referred to the Finance Committee for action. 

The next item of business was a bid opening for a new vehicle for the EMA Director.  The Administrator reported that we have only received one bid.  It was opened to find that Mizell Ford had given a bid of $25,299.50.  This was referred to the Finance Committee for action upon review by the EMA Director.  

Then the Board had a bid opening for a new vehicle for the Duty Chief for EMA.  There was only one bid submitted on this purchase.  Mizell Ford bid $33,999.75.  This was also referred to the Finance Committee for approval upon review by the EMA staff.  

Next the Board discussed a proposed work order for Moreland Altobelli, the County’s engineers for the landfill.  The Scope of Work was for design and permitting of a vertical expansion of the Construction and Demolition Landfill.  The Board held a worksession on the topic noted the Administrator.  He pointed out that the consensus of the commissioners was to proceed with the vertical expansion.  The next step would be to approve the work order for our landfill consultant to work on a design and permits.  The cost of this work will be $101,385.50.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the work order for Moreland Altobelli.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.
After that the Commissioners considered a contract with Lavender Construction for grading and site preparation for the 911/EOC facility.  This project includes building a road into the site.  The Board had previously discussed this project and approved for Lavender to do the limited work.  The contract documents need to be approved by the Board, stated the Administrator.  The contract amount for this work is $694.788.00.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to authorize the Chairman to execute the contract with Lavender Construction.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion with passed with all in favor.  
The next order of business was the consideration of a contract with Carter Watkins for the design of a new Judicial Center for the County.  The firm was selected last month and has already starter meeting with court officials and the Judicial Center Advisory Committee.  They have submitted a standard contract for the work at a cost of 3.85% of the construction cost.  Mrs. Kelly moved to approve the contract with Carter Watkins.  Mr. Abrams offered to second the motion.  It carried on a unanimous vote.
The Board then considered renewal of the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement.  The Administrator explained that this will allow the County to continue to receive funding from FEMA and GEMA during emergencies.  Chief Sanders added that this is the continuation of an agreement that has been in place for years.  He noted that they ask us to renew it every three to four years.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to renew the Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed with all five voting in favor.
The next item on the agenda was an update to the County’s Drug and Alcohol Policy for Burke Transit.  The Administrator pointed out that the Federal DOT is requiring some changes to our policies.  They want to include testing for ecstasy and methamphetamines.  In order to keep the Federal funds for the program coming we will need to change our policy to be consistent the changes in the DOT policy.  Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to update the Burke Transit Drug and Alcohol Policy.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was approved on a 5 to 0 vote.
The Commissioners then heard a request from the Tax Assessors to designate a Mobile Home Inspection Agent.  The Assessors have trained Ben Roberts to take on the duties of assembling the mobile home digest and to inspect mobile homes for decals for payment of taxes.  In order for Mr. Roberts to be able to issue a citation for not displaying their decal, he will need to be authorized by the Board of Commissioners.  Citations are misdemeanor violations and are answerable to the Magistrate Court.  Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to appoint Ben Roberts as the County’s Mobile Home Tax Agent.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Abrams.  It passed with everyone voting in favor of the motion.
The Board then considered a request from the Recreation Director to fill a seasonal Recreation Aide position.  The Administrator explained that the position is in the budget and is a temporary position.  Mr. Abrams made the motion to allow the Recreation Department to fill the recreation aide position.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Mr. Vermon Jordan asked to address the Board concerning the paving of William Tinley Road.  He wanted to know the status of the road.   He was told that the north end was number one on the priority list but that staff has had several property owners reject requests to donate right of way when contacted recently.  Mr. Jordan added that he has contacted property owners on the south end of the road and had one turn him down, several agree and a few that were not sure.  He said that the road was in bad shape and needed to be paved.  He was told that the section he wanted was very low on the priority list.  He said he would continue to come to each meeting until it got paved.  
Jessica Hood, Development Director, reported that they had a great Masters week.  She noted that the Authority had rented a house and entertained 21 consultants and brokers.  She hoped that this will pay off in getting prospects to come look at Burke County.  

Judge Sterling Wimberly noted that the Magistrates Court is running great.  
Phillip Wren, Chief Appraiser, reported that they are pursuing the mobile home project. He added that the new appraiser is on board and has been to training.  He added that Mr. Roberts will be out in the field 3 to 4 days a week.
Jesse Burke stated that they are working on McCoy Church Road, Rosedale Road and Bluebird Lane.  He added that we are spraying right of ways and replacing cross drains.

Paul Burke stated that he is working on the LMIG contract.

Ralph Hankerson, Solid Waste Director, stated that we have had no recent visits from EPD.  He added that our methane levels are coming back down now.  He stated that Saturdays are busy now.

EMA Director, Rusty Sanders stated that they are putting out fires and hauling sick people.  

Finance Director, Michael Wiseman reported that they are getting the invoices ready for payment this week.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:42 PM.
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