BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION
August 20, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Monday September 8, 2014 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  Board of Education Chairman, Johnny Jenkins; School Superintendent, Rudy Falana; Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The purpose of the Worksession was to get a good understanding of the issues surrounding the recent requests for refunds of overpaid property taxes by Senior Citizens.  The County has received several requests for refunds when it was discovered that the Seniors were told they were not eligible for an exemption from the School Tax because of their income.  The Administrator explained that there was in income qualifier in the law for the first year but none for anyone over 65 as of January 1, 2004.  Many are saying that they discussed the issue with the previous Tax Commissioner and told they were not eligible for the exemption.  However almost no one has any documentation of those conversations, meetings or denials.  
The Commissioners discussed the various exemptions that are available to the public.  There are over 20 and are all posted on the County’s website however they are confusing and complicated.  Because the General Assembly tinkers with the tax law almost every year, it has gotten too difficult for the average citizen to understand.  They tend to rely on the word of their local elected officials.  

The Board then discussed the provisions in the law for addressing requests for refunds of overpayments.  The County Attorney explained the law and that the County needed to adopt a procedure to give the public an orderly method to request refunds.  The process recommended by the Attorney after consulting with the Tax Commissioner and County Administrator was explained.  He suggested that the County provide forms to anyone who felt they were due a refund.  These could be obtained at the Tax Commissioners Office, County Commissioners Office or on the County website.  They would be turned in to the County Commissioners Office.  The County Administrator and Tax Commissioner would review the request and determine if an obvious error had been made.  If so, a refund would be issued.  If it is not clear, the request would be forwarded to the Board of Commissioners to address.  

The Chairman reminded everyone that we had two basic issues to determine.  One is what our procedure would be and the other was to determine what criteria would be required to grant a refund.

The consensus of the group was that the procedure was fine but that the County Attorney might not need to be in the loop on homestead exemption issues and that the form needs a place to list three tax years.  The Attorney stated that he would revise the form.  The Board agreed that they would be ready to adopt the process at their regular meeting on Tuesday night.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM.
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