BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
September 23, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday September 23, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Kelly.  County Administrator Merv Waldrop was also at the meeting.      
Chairman Crockett asked the Board to address the Consent Order with the EPD regarding burning of our ice storm debris.  The Administrator pointed out that our County Attorney has negotiated the consent order which has a fine reduced down to $82,000.00.  The County is being fined for burning storm debris that was brought to the County’s property next to the Landfill.  The EPD had given a waiver of the rules immediately after the ice storm; however the collection of debris did not end until after the waiver had expired.  County staff obtained a burn permit from the Georgia Forestry Commission before burning.  The EPD issued a notice of violation because the burning of storm debris is not allowed.  The initial fine was $225,000.00.  The Commissioners discussed the issue and expressed their frustration with the State government.  Chairman Crockett stated that this is the death of common sense.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the consent order with the Georgia Environmental Protection Division.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion carried by a 5 to 0 vote. 
Next, the Commissioners heard a request from the Facility Maintenance Department to allow them to hire a temporary janitor to fill in while Mr. Mitchell is recovering from surgery.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the hiring of a temporary employee to fill in for the janitor at the Courthouse.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

After that the Administrator asked the Board to authorize the Sheriff’s Department to hire a nurse to fill in while the Nurse at the jail recovers from surgery.  Mr. Abrams moved to allow the Sheriff to fill a temporary nurse position at the Jail.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second.  The motion passed with all in favor.

Next the Board considered adoption of the County Budget for FY 2016.  The Administrator noted that the Budget has been revised to reduce the State Court budget at the request of Judge Cox.  Otherwise there were no changes from the Budget Hearing.  He added that the Commissioners back up material included a financial report from Girard Lifesaver, Inc. along with some emails from Mrs. Holton.  The Commissioners reviewed the report and had several questions.  The largest expenses were for vet services, utilities and supplies.  Mr. Crockett asked who the group used for veterinarian services.  Mrs. Patricia Glenn was in the audience and answered that they used Dr. Sarah Ford in Waynesboro.  After some discussion, Mr. Abrams made a motion to use the $6000 in the budget for animal control services to be split evenly between Girard Lifesaver and Old Fella Animal Rescue.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  In the discussion, the Board thought that it would be fair to provide $3000 to each of the two groups to provide spay and neuter services to County residents.   The motion passed on a vote of 4 to 0 with Commissioner Crockett not voting.  

After that the Chairman asked if the Board had any changes that they wanted to make to the Budget.  There were no other suggested changes.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt the FY 2016 Budget as presented.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 5 to 0.    

Next the Chairman asked the Board if they would go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion carried 5 to 0.  

After finishing their discussion, Mr. Abrams moved to come out of executive session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an executive session affidavit on behalf of the Board.  The Administrator explained that no action was taken and that the Board had discussed a personnel matter. 

Mr. Abrams asked when the Board could meet to hold a worksession on solid waste disposal.  The Board agreed to meet on Tuesday October 6 at 5:00 PM. 

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:09 PM.
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