BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
July 8, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday July 8, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First, the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on June 10th and 11th.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 3 to 0.  

Next, the Commissioners considered an appointment to the Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services Board.  The County already has one position on the Board but the agency has changed its bylaws giving Burke County another position, reported the Administrator.  He noted that the additional position is reserved for an elected official from Burke County.  The OBHS office has recommended Johnny Hight, a Councilman from Sardis, to serve in this spot.   Chairman Crockett stated that he has known Mr. Hight for years and thinks he would represent the County well on the board.  Mrs. Kelly moved to appoint Johnny Hight to serve a three year term on the Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services Board.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion was approved on a unanimous vote.
Commissioner Abrams arrives in time to discuss a request to waive the fees for use of the Citizens Park Gym as a backup site for the Community Concert Series Labor Day concert.  The organization is bringing in the US Army Field Band’s Jazz Ambassadors to provide a patriotic concert in the City Park on South Liberty Street.  They would like to reserve the gym as a backup site for this free concert.  The Administrator reminded the Board that there would be costs associated with the reservation even if the gym was not used as we would have to keep staff on standby in case of a last minute change in the venue.  He added that the expense could be justified as this will be a service to the community in that it is a free concert and that the group is willing to put the County’s logo on the promotions for the event.  Mr. Abrams made the motion to waive the rental fees for the rental of the gym as a backup site for the Army Field Band concert on Labor Day.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.  
The next item of business was consideration of a proclamation declaring July to be Parks and Recreation Month.  The Recreation Department is participating in National Parks and Recreation Month with special events planned throughout July.  The purpose of the proclamation is to make the public more aware of recreational opportunities and to encourage citizens to get out of the house and take advantage of the parks in their community.  Mr. Deloach moved to adopt the proclamation.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It carried with all in favor.
The Board then turned its attention to agreements with GEMA for reimbursement for costs associated with last winter’s ice storm.  The agreements in question focus on the emergency response during the event and the cleanup efforts during the first 30 days.  These items will be reimbursed at a rate of 85% of cost by FEMA and 6% by GEMA.  However the Administrator pointed out a discrepancy in the contract that says 75% Federal reimbursement in places.  GEMA has assured us that they will send down a corrected agreement with the 85% terms state the Administrator.  He suggested that the Board authorize the Chairman to sign the agreements with the corrected language.  Mr. Abrams offered a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreements with GEMA once the corrected documents were received.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Kelly and the Board approved it unanimously. 
The Commissioners then considered a recommendation from the Finance Committee to put the Sunday Sales of beer and wine on the November ballot. The Board also discussed the possibility of putting a referendum on liquor by the drink on the ballot this fall as well.  There was some discussion about the issue.  Mr. Abrams stated that he wanted to give the voters a chance to determine the issue.  He said he felt like businesses locate in the unincorporated area were at a disadvantage to those in the cities or in neighboring counties.  Most of the cities and neighboring counties allow Sunday sales of beer and wine.  Some places also allow the sale of liquor for consumption on premises.  The County Attorney reminded the Board that what they were discussing would take three separate ballot questions. He had prepared three resolutions calling for special elections on the issues.  The first resolution authorizes a referendum concerning Sunday sales of beer and wine.  It read as follows:

 RESOLUTION

AUTHORIZING A REFERENDUM TO ALLOW PACKAGE

SALES ON SUNDAYS BY RETAILERS OF PACKAGE MALT

BEVERAGES AND WINE


WHEREAS, package sales of malt beverages and wine by retailers are currently lawful within Burke County; and


WHEREAS, sales of malt beverages and wine by retailers are currently subject to regulation on Mondays through Saturdays in Burke County by the governing authority of Burke County; and


WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 3-3-7(p) authorizes the governing authority of a county to allow package sales by retailers of malt beverages and wine on Sundays between the hours of 12:30 P.M. and 11:30 P.M., if such sales are approved by referendum.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing authority of the County of Burke, Georgia that the County Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to transmit this Resolution to the Elections Superintendent to issue the call for a referendum for the purpose of submitting to the voters of the county the question of authorizing Sunday package sales by retailers of malt beverages and wine between the hours of 12:30 P.M. and 11:30 P.M.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon receipt of this Resolution, the Elections Superintendent shall issue the call and shall conduct the election on the 4th day of November, 2014, in the manner prescribed by O.C.G.A. § 21-2-540.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Elections Superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for four weeks immediately preceding the date of the election in the official organ of the county.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Elections Superintendent shall cause the following language to be written or printed on the ballot:


“( )  YES
Shall the governing authority of Burke County  be 






authorized to permit and regulate package sales by retailers of both 



malt beverages and wine on Sundays between the hours              

  

             ( )  NO
of 12:30 P.M. and 11:30 P.M.?”


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon passage of the Sunday package sales referendum, the governing authority of Burke County shall be authorized to permit and regulate package sales by retailers of malt beverages and wine on Sundays between the hours of 12:30 P.M. and 11:30 P.M. effective upon the Board of Commissioners adopting an ordinance to that effect.

Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the resolution authorizing a referendum allowing stores to sell beer and wine on Sunday’s.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried 4 to 0.  
Then Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt the resolution calling for a referendum to allow the sale of liquor for consumption on premises.  The resolution read as follows:

RESOLUTION

AUTHORIZING A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO ALLOW BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA TO ISSUE LICENSES TO SELL DISTILLED SPIRITS FOR BEVERAGE PURPOSES BY THE DRINK, SUCH SALES TO BE FOR CONSUMPTION ONLY ON THE PREMISES 


In order to determine the desires of the citizens of Burke County, Georgia, the Board of Commissioners hereby, and in compliance with the Official Code of Georgia, Title 3, Chapter 4, Article 5, Part 1, Authorization for the Sale of Distilled Spirits by the Drink, calls for a referendum election to authorize Burke County to issue licenses to sell distilled spirits for beverage purposes by the drink, such sales to be for consumption only on the premises.  

A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded by the County Clerk to the Board of Elections for Burke County, Georgia who shall issue a call for the referendum election and shall set a date for same in accordance with § 21-2-540 of the Official Code of Georgia.  Notice of the call for the referendum shall be published by the election superintendent in a newspaper of general circulation in Burke County.  The election superintendent shall also cause the date and purpose of the referendum to be published in a newspaper of general circulation Burke County once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.

The ballot for the referendum shall have printed thereon the following:

[   ] YES
Shall the governing authority of Burke County, Georgia 

be authorized to issue licenses to sell distilled spirits for 

[   ] NO
beverage purposes by the drink, such sales to be for consumption 

only on the premises?

If more than one-half of the votes cast by the citizens of Burke County favor issuing licenses to sell distilled spirits for beverage purposes by the drink, such sales to be for consumption only on the premises, the Board of Commissioners shall thereafter amend the alcoholic beverage ordinance for Burke County and shall issue such licenses.  

The motion was seconded by Mrs. Kelly and it also passed with all four Commissioners voting in favor.

Then Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt a third resolution that would call for a referendum on the Sunday Sales of Distilled Spirits.  Mrs. Kelly offered the second to the motion.  The County Attorney reminded the Board that this would only be valid if Monday through Saturday sales of liquor by the drink were approved.  The resolution read as follows:
RESOLUTION

AUTHORIZING A REFERENDUM ELECTION TO AUTHORIZE BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA TO PERMIT AND REGULATE SUNDAY SALES OF DISTILLED SPIRITS FOR BEVERAGE PURPOSES BY THE DRINK, SUCH SALES TO BE FOR CONSUMPTION ONLY ON THE PREMISES 


In order to determine the desires of the citizens of Burke County, Georgia, the Board of Commissioners hereby, and in compliance with the Official Code of Georgia, Title 3, Chapter 3, Article 1, Sale of Alcoholic Beverages on Sundays, calls for a referendum election to be held on November 4th, 2014, to authorize Burke County, Georgia to permit and regulate Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises on Sundays from 12:30 P.M. until 12:00 Midnight in any licensed establishment which derives at least 50 percent of its total annual gross sales from the sale of prepared meals or food in all of the combined retail outlets of the individual establishment where food is served and in any licensed establishment which derives at least 50 percent of its total annual gross income from the rental of rooms for overnight lodging.  

A copy of this resolution shall be forwarded by the County Clerk to the Board of Elections for Burke County, Georgia who, not less than ten nor more than 60 days after the date of approval of this resolution shall issue the call for the referendum election. The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published in the official organ of the county once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.

The ballot for the referendum shall have printed thereon the following:

[   ]YES
Shall the governing authority of Burke County, Georgia 

be authorized to permit and regulate Sunday sales of distilled 

[   ] NO
spirits or alcoholic beverages for beverage purposes by the drink?

If more than one-half of the votes cast by the citizens of Burke County are in favor of Sunday sales, the Board of Commissioners shall thereafter amend the alcoholic beverage ordinance for Burke County to permit and regulate Sunday sales by licensees.

The motion passed on a unanimous vote.

The next item of business was a proposed contract with the CSRA Regional Commission to provide funding for the Senior Nutrition Program.  The Administrator pointed out that the funding is much less than in previous years.  It has dropped from $128,607 to $63,498 in one year.  This will mean that the County taxpayers will have to pick up more of the cost of the program or we can reduce the number of seniors served.  He further noted that about half of our cost is for the operation of the center three days per week.  The Board might want to consider to going with all home delivered meals and being able to serve more seniors that way.  He added that we will need the funding even if reduced to keep the program going.  Mrs. Kelly moved to approve the contract with the CSRA Regional Commission.  Mr. Abrams made the second.  The motion carried with all in favor.
After that the Board considered a request from Judge Flanagan to fill a clerk’s position that is shared with the State Court Judge.  The current clerk is on an extended absence due to medical problems.  He is asking to fill the spot with a temporary employee until the current Clerk comes back or notifies him that she will not be returning.  Mr. Abrams moved to allow the Judge to fill the position with a temporary secretary for the office.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0. 
Elections Supervisor, Barbara Hammett reported that they are working on the Primary Runoff Election for July 22 and that early voting is already underway.  She will need to prepare a call for the referendum on alcohol 60 days before the election so we need to get the ballot question finalized soon.
Mr. Jesse Burke stated that they are working on resurfacing a lot of roads in the County this summer and that they have finished paving Post Oak and Scrub Oak Roads already.
Rolene Rowell, Recreation Director, reported that they have Art Camp going on this summer and there are basketball camps and a bookbag splash planned for July 29th.  

EMA Director, Rusty Sanders, reported that they are putting out fires and hauling sick people.  Things are normal in his department.

Michael Wiseman, Finance Director stated that the County has taken on the financial responsibilities for the Accountability Courts as of July 1st.  
Mr. Abrams moved to go into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

After a brief executive session, Mr. Abrams made a motion to return to Regular Session.  Mr. Deloach offered the second and the motion passed 4 to 0.  The County Attorney reported that one matter had been discussed and no action was taken.  Mr. Abrams then moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an Executive Session Affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion.  It passed with all in favor.  

Mr. Beaver Sapp came into the meeting to address the Board.  He was concerned about the trash on Clark Place Road.  Most of it was coming off of trucks coming to the landfill and transfer station.  He asked the Board to help get the Community Service workers to come work the road more often.  He further reminded the Board that the sign for the community park has not been put back up yet.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.
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