BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
June 9, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday June 9, 2015 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item of business for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on May 12th, 13th and 27th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Commissioners recognized Assistant Fire Chief Willie Jordan upon his retirement from the County after 24 years.  Chief Rusty Sanders presented Chief Jordan with a plaque recognizing his service to the community.  Several Commissioners and staff thanked Chief Jordan for his many years of dedicated service to the County and for his cooperative attitude.

After that the Board conducted a public hearing to consider a request to close Kelly Road from Jesse Burke.  The Administrator noted that this portion of Kelly Road ran through Mr. Burke’s property and there were no homes on the road.  He pointed out that there was one letter of objection from Oscar Davis of the Midville Farms Trust.  Mr. Burke spoke in favor of the closing, stating that it has been a field road for 20 years.  Commissioners Crockett and Abrams both had been to look at the road and suggested that it served no public purpose.  Mr. Crockett pointed out that it was just two ruts and had not been maintained for many years.  Mr. Abrams moved to close the portion of Kelly Road from Hwy 56 to the intersection with Third Chapel Road.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The next item on the agenda was a request from Albert White to address the Board concerning paving Johnson Road.  Though Mr. White was not in attendance yet, Commissioner DeLaigle stated that the road deserves to be paved.  He then made a motion to add Johnson Road to the paving list.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed by a 5 to 0 vote.  
Then the Board opened bids for the resurfacing of several roads in the County, the City of Waynesboro and the City of Sardis.  They were bid together to attempt to gain a much better price for each local government.  The bids came in as follows:
	ELLIS WOOD CONSTRUCTION
	 $                                  960,095.20 

	REEVES CONSTRUCTION
	 $                                  893,989.16 

	SOUTHERN ASPHALT
	 $                                  955,962.04 


The decision on the LMIG Paving Contract was referred to the Finance Committee to award.
The Commissioners then opened proposals for Survey Services for the Judicial Center Project.  The following firms offered to provide these services for the County:
EMC Engineering Services, Inc.
Corporate Environmental Risk Management, LLC.

Steve Bargeron & Associates, LLC

Cranston Engineering Group, PC

These proposals were referred to the Public Buildings Committee.

After that the Board opened proposals for Geotechnical Services for the Judicial Center Project.  There were two proposals that are listed below:
EMC Engineering Services, Inc.

MC Squared, Inc.

These were also referred to the Public Buildings Committee.
The next order of business was to open proposals for Environmental, UST, Asbestos, Lead and PCB Testing Services.  This environmental testing is needed to prepare plans for the  new Judicial Center.  The proposals came in as follows:
Apex Environmental Management, Inc.

Corporate Environmental Risk Management, LLC.

Universal Engineering Sciences, Inc.

These proposals were also referred to the Public Buildings Committee for review and approval.

After that the Board reviewed a proposed Memorandum of Understanding with the Georgia DOT.  DOT has secured funds to replace road signs and to restripe a number of County roads.  The State is asking the County to clear the right of way, to remove the old signs and to maintain the new signs.  There is no cost for the County for this project.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt the MOU with the Georgia DOT.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion was approved unanimously.   

The Commissioners then considered appointing a delegate to the ACCG’s Legislative Leadership Conference.  After some discussion, Mr. Abrams moved to appoint Administrator, Merv Waldrop as the County’s delegate to the ACCG Legislative Conference.  Mrs. Kelly made the second.  The motion was approved with all five voting in favor. 
The next item of business was to consider reappointment of Rusty Sanders to the Region VI EMS Council.  The Administrator pointed out that this Council determines the service zones for every EMS service.  They also are important in lobbying for funding for Medicaid and Medicare reimbursements.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to reappoint Rusty Sanders to the Region VI EMS Council.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  

After that the Commissioners considered a budget amendment to recognize revenue for the jail commissary coming into the Sheriff’s Commissions Fund.  The amendment recognizes $40,000 in revenue from inmates and their families.  It also appropriated those additional funds for supplies.  Finance Director, Michael Wiseman pointed out that this is to keep us in accordance with the recommendations of our auditor.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to adopt the proposed budget amendment related to the Sheriff’s Commissions Fund.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and the motion passed unanimously.  

The Board then considered authorizing staff to submit a proposal for a wellness grant for the next fiscal year.  The Administrator pointed out that since we have been participating in an employee wellness program; our insurance premiums have leveled off.  Mrs. Kelly moved to approve the wellness grant for 2015.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.  
The next order of business was to consider accepting a grant for funds to operate the County’s Accountability Courts.  The Administrator noted that the grant pays for things we were already doing.  It would provide revenue for the program and free up funds in the General fund.  The grant is for $38,412.00.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the budget amendment and accept the grant.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.   

The last item of business was to accept a contract for transportation service with the CSRA Regional Commission.  The contract increases funding up to $35,551.00 for Burke Transit.  The Administrator noted that this amount was up substantially from last year’s $19,282.00.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to accept the contract with the CSRA Regional Commissioner.  
Under information and reports, George Glenn of the Georgia Forestry Commission spoke up and addressed his own retirement from the GFC.  He publicly thanked Mr. Burke and Rusty Sanders for their cooperation through the years.    He stated that he will be retiring on June 30th.  
Public Works Director, Jesse Burke, reported that they are cutting grass and patching roads.
Road Superintendent reported that he is getting the last deed for Bluebird Lane.  
EMA Director, Rusty Sanders reminded the Board of an upcoming drill at Plant Vogtle next month.  

Adam Nelson, County Attorney, pointed out that they need an appraisal done of the property to be finish the condemnation proceedings on Bluebird Lane. 

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:04 PM.
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