BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
June 10, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday June 10, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Next the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on May 13th, 14th and June 4th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Board had a second reading of Ordinance 14-01, Repealing the Occupational Tax Ordinance.  The Administrator reported how the Commissioners had adopted the Occupational Tax in late 2013 but when the Tax Commissioner brought in a request for funds to implement the business license program they reconsidered whether they wanted an occupational tax (business license).  Mr. Abrams stated that the Planning Commission has been working on zoning for several years and they have asked for this as a tool to help with the zoning enforcement.  He added that we need to look 20 years down the road and be ready for growth.  He also stated that all the cities and counties around us have an occupational tax.  He urged the Board to not pass the ordinance.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that it will create another bureaucracy and that he didn’t think the County is ready for this yet.  Mrs. Kelly stated that she thinks we need the occupational tax.  We need to prepare for the future.  We tend to be reactive in our decisions instead of being proactive.  Mr. Deloach stated that he is concerned that we don’t know the number of businesses involved.  After everyone had a chance to speak on the issue, Mr. Deloach made a motion to adopt Ordinance 14-01 repealing the Occupational Tax (business license) and Mr. DeLaigle gave the second.  The motion was approved on a vote of 3 to 2 with Commissioners Crockett, DeLaigle and Deloach in favor and Commissioners Abrams and Kelly against.  The Occupational Tax was repealed.
The Commissioners then heard a request from the Tax Commissioner asking to fill a vacant position in her office.  Marsha Greiner has announced that she going to the end of the month.  Mrs. Jackson has requested to advertise for a bookkeeper/office manager.  This was a key position in her office.   Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Tax Commissioner to fill the vacancy.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  It passed with all voting in favor.  
The next item of business concerned an expiring term on the DFCS Board.  Nancy Sello White has been serving on the Division of Family and Children Services for the last 10 years.  Her term will expire as of July 1st.  The DFCS Director reported by letter that Mrs. White has been an active and faithful member of the Board.  Mr. Abrams moved to appoint Mrs. White to another term on the DFCS Board.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion carried unanimously.
The Board then turned its attention to a request from the Sheriff’s Department to advertise and fill a dispatcher position left vacant temporarily due to an ongoing workers compensation injury.  The Administrator pointed out that the Sheriff’s Department is a 24 hour 7 day a week operation and they are running with four dispatchers and the one vacancy.  Mrs. Kelly moved to authorize the Sheriff’s Department to fill the vacant Dispatcher position.  The motion carried with all in favor.  
The Commissioners then reviewed a resolution recommended from the Development Authority.  The Authority asked the Board to approve a resolution that will dissolve the Joint Development Authority of the City of Waynesboro and Burke County.  The Administrator explained that the purpose of creating the authority has been accomplished and it is no longer needed.  Also he pointed out that the Authority is required to make reports on behalf of the defunct authority.  Mr. Deloach made a motion is to adopt the resolution dissolving the Joint Development Authority.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed on a 5 to 0 vote.
After that the Board discussed a grant award for funding for the DUI Drug Court.  The County has been awarded a grant for $44,900 for use in the DUI/Drug Court program for salaries, supplies and drug tests.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to accept the grant from the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.  Mr. DeLaigle offered the second and the motion carried with all in favor.
The Commissioners then considered a budget amendment that would incorporate the Accountability Courts into the County’s general ledger.  Judge Pickett has asked the County to take over the administration of the funds for the DUI/Drug Court, Mental Health Court and Family Violence Court.  The Court has asked the County to take over the accounts effective July 1st.  In order for the County to incorporate the program into the County’s books we will need to adopt a budget amendment.  The Administrator had prepared a budget amendment that recognizes the revenues of the program along with the cash balance forward.  It also appropriates those funds for salaries and supplies.  Mr. DeLaigle made the motion to adopt the proposed budget amendment.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
The next item of business was the authorization of a purchase order for the rock and stone hauling associated with the summer road resurfacing project.  The Road Department had obtained bids from two quarries in the area for the purchase of the stone for the project.  The low bid was from Aggregates USA.  Also the Road Department had gotten a quote from Lovett Trucking for the hauling of stone back to Waynesboro.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to award a PO’s to Aggregates USA and Lovett Trucking for the resurfacing project.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion was approved with all in favor.
The Commissioners then discussed approval of an application for funds from the Georgia DOT for operating revenue for Burke Transit. The application this year includes funds for the purchase of a new van as well as operating cash.  The DOT will reimburse us of half of our operating loss for the year.   Mrs. Kelly moved to apply for the funds from DOT.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.  
The next item of business was a Memorandum of Understanding with the Georgia Emergency Management Agency.  GEMA wants to provide a trailer full of supplies to be used for operation of a shelter should one be needed for a disaster in the area.  Chief Sanders gave his approval of the agreement.  The Administrator also spoke in favor of entering the MOU.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to approve the MOU for the trailer for an emergency shelter.  Mr. Abrams made the second and the motion carried with all voting in favor.
Then the Board heard from Betty Dalhover who came representing Luv4Paws Fund out of Girard.  She stated that she and a few volunteers are working hard in the Girard and Sardis area to try to spay and neuter as many animals as possible.  She asked for funds to help with their efforts.  The Administrator asked for the group to make a specific request that can be included in the next year budget request.   
After that the Commissioners heard from Mr. Louis Hrabovsky who asked the Board to direct its staff to negotiate a contract with the Family Y in Augusta to come to Burke County.  He stated that the Y provides lots of good programs for all ages.  He added that he personally did not thing the County should be in the recreation business.  He suggested that a better use of tax dollars would be to contract with the Y to operate the recreation program in the county.  He noted that there are plenty of Burke County folks who use the Y now.  Chairman Crockett stated that any presence of the Y in the county would be a plus.  Mr. Abrams suggested that we are giving up too soon on the Recreation Department and that we need to give the director some direction.  There was no motion or sentiment expressed to direct the Administrator to make contact with the Y.  
Waynesboro Mayor Pauline then addressed the Board concerning the Museum.  She asked that the Board consider putting funds in the budget next year for a part time person to open the Museum several days per week.  She added that Genealogical Society has gotten volunteers to work special events like the Bike Ride Across Georgia.  She noted that the City has been busy with a cleanup day.  She thanked to Board for working with them and opening up the landfill last Saturday.  Mayor Jenkins reported that she raked the cemeteries herself.
Mr. Jesse Burke stated that they are ready to pave a few streets and they are wide open on maintenance right now.

Senator Jesse Stone reported that it was good to see the good works being done around the County.  He noted that he is very concerned about the Recreation Department.  He pointed out that a community pool would enhance the County’s quality of life.  

Rolene Rowell, Recreation Director, pointed out that the Tennis Courts are being resurfaced, the gym is full and summer baseball and boxing leagues are underway.  
Michael Wiseman, Finance Director stated that the auditor will be here on Monday to look over the accountability courts.  He added that he is working with the Planning Commission to set it up so they can accept credit and debit cards.  
Barbara Hill and Lonnie Baxley both wanted to discuss recent events on Bluebird Lane.  They stated that Mrs. Weddon was giving everyone a difficult time when they attempted to use the road.  The Commissioners were aware of the situation and wanted to start the process of obtaining clear right of way and paving the road.  Mr. Deloach moved to add Bluebird Lane to the agenda.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Then Mr. Deloach made a motion to direct staff to prepare right of way deeds for Bluebird Lane.  Mr. Abrams seconded this motion as well and it also carried with all five in favor.  Deborah Dye thanked the board and stated that it is a dangerous situation.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM.
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