BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
May 27, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday May 27, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren, County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal from Mr. Fred Chambers requesting a refund of his 2012, 2013 and 2014 school taxes due to being told he was ineligible for the Age 65 exemption.  Mr. Chambers was not able to attend the hearing but the Administrator gave the Board an overview of his request based on his application.  Mr. Abrams then made a motion to refund the 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mr. Chambers.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried by a vote of 4 to 0.  The Administrator explained that the Board has not granted any 2014 refunds because the new Tax Commissioner was handling the exemption properly by 2014.  

The next item of business was to hear an appeal from Doug Day.  He was asking for a refund of his school taxes from 2012, 2013 and 2014.   In his written statement, Mr. Day noted that he applied for the exemption in 2007 but was told he did not qualify.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to refund Mr. Day his school taxes for 2012 and 2013.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion was approved unanimously.
After that the Board heard an appeal from Allen DeLaigle requesting that he be refunded his 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that he would not participate in the discussion or the vote on this matter.  He recused himself and left the room.  The Administrator read Mr. DeLaigle’s statement from the application.  He noted that Mr. DeLaigle signed up for the Senior Tax Exemption in time to receive the benefit in 2014 but that he missed the three year window to request 2011 overpaid taxes.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund Allen DeLaigle his overpaid school taxes for 2012 and 2013.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion passed 3 to 0.  
The Commissioners then discussed a request from Avner DeLaigle for a refund of his overpaid 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Commissioner DeLaigle remained recused for this discussion as well since the appeal was from his brother.  The Administrator pointed out that Mr. DeLaigle had made the request within three years of payment of his 2011 taxes so he could request the refund of that year as well.  Mr. Abrams made the motion to grant the request to refund Avner DeLaigle his school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried with all three in favor. 
Then the Board considered an appeal from Mrs. Matilda Gordon requesting a refund of her school taxes from 2011, 2012 and 2013.  She stated that she has been paying taxes when she should have been exempt.  The Administrator explained that she was not 65 until January 6, 2011 and therefore was not eligible for the Senior Tax Exemption until the 2012 tax bill.  She signed up for the exemption in February 2014 and received the benefit on her last tax bill.  Mrs. Kelly moved to refund Mrs. Gordon her 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed on a vote of 4 to 0.
Next the Commissioners heard an appeal from Mrs. Joyce Gray on behalf of her and her husband, Simeon A. Gray.  She was asking for a refund of school taxes from 2014.  The Administrator explained that they had received a refund on 2011, 2012, and 2013 taxes.  He noted that the Board’s policy was not to refund 2014 taxes because the new Tax Commissioner was handling things properly by then and many seniors signed up for the exemption in time for the 2014 tax deadline.  He explained that the Gray’s signed up in October and missed the April 1, 2014 deadline.  He added that they will have the exemption applied to their property for 2015.  Mrs. Gray asked if they needed to come to any more meetings.  The Administrator responded that they were fine now and would see the refund next fall.  The Board took no action on this request therefore no refund was granted.

After that the Board had an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Robbie Kelly for the years of 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014.  The Administrator relayed that Mrs. Kelly had stated that she was not allowed to file for the exemption.  He further noted that the 2011 taxes were paid more than three years prior to the refund request.  He added that Mrs. Kelly had signed up for the Senior Homestead Exemption in March and would receive it on her next tax bill.  Commissioner Kelly moved to grant the tax refund for 2012 and 2013 for Mrs.  Kelly.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and it passed with all in favor.      
The next item on the agenda was a request for a refund of 2011, 2012, 2013 & 2014 overpaid school taxes by Ms. Virginia Webb.  Ms. Webb stated in her application that she was told that her income was too high to qualify for the Senior Tax Exemption.  The Administrator pointed out that the overpayment of 2011 taxes was more than three years prior to the date of the application and that the Board had no jurisdiction to refund them.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to grant the refund of 2012 and 2013 taxes for Ms. Webb.  Mr. DeLaigle offered to second the motion and it passed on a vote of 4 to 0.  
The final item of business was to consider the renewal of the County’s Group Health Insurance.  Blue Cross/Blue Shield had come back to us with a 
quote of a 6% increase for the renewal.  They offered to make it only a 3% increase if the County moved our Life and Disability coverage to the BC/BS plan as well.  The bundling of the insurance along with another year of good claims history have paid off in keeping our rates down.  Even with the increase this year, our rates are still lower than where they were in 2013.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to accept the group health insurance rates from ACCG as presented for the Blue Cross Blue Shield plan.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed with all four voting in favor.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:47 PM.
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