BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
May 13, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday May 13, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Chairman Crockett called on Chief Magistrate, Sterling Wimberly to make a special presentation.  Judge Wimberly then called up Gloria Johnson and he and the Chairman presented her with a plaque honoring for her years of service to the County.  Mrs. Johnson has recently retired after 29 years of employment with Burke County.  State Court Solicitor, Jack Cox, expressed his appreciation for her help to him through the years especially when she was working in the Solicitors Office and he was brand new.  Judge Wimberly stated that she was very valuable to his office.  Mr. Crockett thanked her and told about how good a worker she was.  Finally, Mrs. Johnson also spoke and thanked everyone that she had worked with and said how glad she was to have stayed in the County all these years.  She received a standing ovation from the audience.

Next the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on April 8th and 9th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next on the agenda was Mr. Palmer Lewis who wanted to discuss the condition of his road, Mill Creek Road.  He brought in photos that showed the road was a little muddy.  He stated that there were no ditches on the road.  He said that he had an accident and the engine fell out of his car which he attributed to the road condition.  He showed the Board a bill for repairs totaling over $1200 and an accident report from the incident.  The accident report stated that it happened in Jenkins County.  He said that he was at the County’s mercy and asked for the Commissioners to pay him for the damages to his car and to put in a culvert and install ditches on the road.  The County Attorney voiced his concern since the incident report said it happened in Jenkins County and Jenkins County responded to the call.  The Board took no action on the request.
The Commissioners then opened bids for short term investment of County funds.  The bids came in as follows and were referred to the Finance Committee for review and a decision. 

	 
	$5,000,000 
	$5,000,000 
	$5,000,000 
	$5,000,000 

	Financial Inst.
	4 week
	13 week
	26 week
	52 week

	Capital City Bank
	0.10%
	0.13%
	0.17%
	0.25%


The next item of business was a bid opening for the purchase of a mini excavator to be used at the Landfill.  There were six bids submitted on this project.  They are listed below.  The bids were submitted to the Finance Committee for a decision.
	BIDDER
	 BID 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $       86,394.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT COMPANY
	 $       90,696.75 

	J & B TRACTOR
	 $       90,879.00 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT COMPANY
	 $       95,240.00 

	BOBCAT OF AUGUSTA
	 $    100,293.76 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $    101,112.00 


The Board then turned its attention to request from the Region 6 EMS Council to act on the expiration of a term.  Debbie Burch has represented Burke County on the Council for over 10 years. Her term expires as of June 30th.  The Administrator noted that she has shown great interest in the work of the Council and has been an active member.  She has indicated her willingness to serve again if the Board desired.  Mr. Deloach moved to reappoint Debbie Burch to another term on the Region 6 EMS Council.  Mr. Abrams made the second and the motion passed with all in favor.
First Reading of an ordinance repealing the Occupational Tax Ordinance was next on the agenda.  Mrs. Kelly expressed her concerns about the wording of the findings clauses.  She wanted the statements to accurately reflect the Boards concern over the cost of implementation.  As written they state the reason for repeal to be concern over excessive regulation.  Mr. Abrams said that we need to find a way to simplify the process.  The Administrator stated that he would rework the findings statements to reflect the Commission’s position.  This is first reading and if passed the ordinance would be on the agenda for final approval in June.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to adopt Ordinance 14-01 on first reading.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed on a 3 to 2 vote with Commissioners Crockett, DeLaigle and Deloach in favor and Commissioners Abrams and Kelly against.

After that the Board considered a contract from the CSRA Regional Commission for funding for the Senior Transportation for Burke Transit.  The contract would commit the County to provide transportation for Senior Citizens and the Regional Commission would pay us up to $19,282 for the service.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the contract with the CSRA Regional Commission.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
The Commissioners then considered a request from Chief Sanders to fill a vacant position in the Burke Transit office.  He noted that Kathy Harvey has retired and that leaves a critical position vacant.  He pointed out that she was his dispatcher and kept the vans organized.  Mr. DeLaigle moved authorize that the dispatcher position be filled.  Mrs. Kelly made the second to the motion and it was approved on a 5 to 0 vote.
The next item of business was to hear a request to fill a vacant light equipment operator position at the landfill.  Recently an equipment operator had been terminated due to damaging the equipment.  The Administrator pointed out that this leaves the crew at the transfer station shorthanded.   Mr. DeLaigle made the motion to authorize the filling of a light equipment position at the landfill.  Mr. Deloach offered to second the motion.  It was approved with all in favor.

The Board heard a report from the Administrator that our contract with Waste Management was going to be increasing by 1.1% due to an increase in the Consumer Price Index.  This rate increase is consistent with our contract for disposal of waste collected at the County’s transfer station.  The Administrator recommended increasing our tipping fee to $43.62/ton effective July 1st.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to increase the tipping fee to $43.62 per ton for disposal at the Burke County Landfill.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion carried five to zero. 
The Commissioners then discussed applying for a wellness grant from ACCG and Blue Cross Blue Shield.  The Administrator pointed out that this will be the fourth year in receiving the grant if awarded.  He noted that our insurance premiums have stabilized over that timeframe due to lower claims.  Mrs. Kelly moved to apply for the wellness grant again this year.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It passed unanimously.  
The next item of business was the renewal of the County’s Group Health Insurance policy with Blue Cross Blue Shield.  The annual renewal notice has come in and the premiums are going down by 4.41% stated the Administrator.  He suggested that the Board also reduce the employee’s participation by the same percentage in order for them to enjoy the benefits of their work at reducing claims.  This would hopefully provide incentive to all the employees to pursue a healthy lifestyle and encourage coworkers to do the same since they will all reap the benefits.  Mr. Deloach moved to accept the renewal rates from Blue Cross and to extend the saving to the employees.  Mr. Abrams gave the second to the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  
Then the Board discussed a request from Judge Overstreet for an audit of the accounts of the Accountability Courts.  He asked the Board to have a fiscal audit done while the Court System reviews the program for compliance and effectiveness.  The Administrator concurred that this needs to happen before the new judge is appointed.  The Board agreed and Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize an audit of the accounts of the accountability courts.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
After that the Commissioners discussed an application for funds from the US Department of Justice for law enforcement supplies.  The Sheriff’s Department has prepared an application for funding for uniforms, ammunition, and pepper spray for deputies.  Mr. Deloach moved to authorize staff to apply for the Department of Justice grant.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion was approved with all in favor.

Next the Board addressed a request from the Development Authority to authorize the Chairman to sign off on Bond Cancellation documents associated with the OneCare project.  OneCare has met all their obligations under the bond issue and the Authority has signed off on the cancellation.  They need the County Commission chairman to also sign the termination of bond documents.  Mr. DeLaigle then made a motion to authorize the Chairman to execute the Bond Cancellation documents on behalf of the County.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.
The Commissioners then considered a request from the Clerk of Courts.  Mrs. Cates sent a memo to the Board stating that she has had another employee resign.  She asked for permission to fill the spot as soon as possible.  The position is for a bookkeeper.  Mr. Deloach moved to authorize the Clerk of Courts to advertise and fill the vacancy.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It carried on a unanimous vote.
The final item of business was to consider a mutual aid agreement with the Savannah River Site.  SRS is located in Aiken and Barnwell Counties in South Carolina.  It shares a long border with Burke County and is immediately across the Savannah River from Plant Vogtle.  In light of the proximity, shared border and mutual concern for security, SRS has requested that the Board of Commissioners enter a mutual aid agreement to assist each other upon request and when practical.  EMA Director, Rusty Sanders encouraged the Board to approve the agreement.  He noted that this might come in handy in responding to a situation on the Savannah River, where SRS might have a quicker response time.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to enter the Mutual Aid Agreement with SRS.  Mr. Abrams gave a second to the motion and it was approved with all in favor.

The County Attorney asked for a brief executive session at the conclusion of the information and reports from the department heads.

Paul Burke stated that the Road Department has transitioned back to maintaining roads.  They have completed the storm cleanup.

Barbara Hammett, Election Supervisor, stated that they have been busy getting ready for the election next week.

Landfill Director, Ralph Hankerson, reported that the scalehouse project is coming along great.  Things are going well at the landfill, he added.

EMA Chief, Rusty Sanders reported that there will be a graded exercise for Plant Vogtle on May 21st.  
Mr. Jesse Burke stated that there is a long hot summer coming.  Maybe they can get caught up on there roadwork. 

Judge Wimberly stated that the Magistrates Court was busy and that we need courtroom space.  He is looking forward to the new Judicial Center.
Jackie Brayboy, Senior Center Director reported that there will be a Senior Citizens Prom on June 7th and invited the Commissioners to attend.
Mr. Abrams then made a motion to go into executive session to discuss litigation with the County Attorney.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and the motion passed unanimously.

After conclusion of their discussion, Mr. Abrams moved to go back into regular session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  The County Attorney reported that the Board had discussed one legal matter and no action was taken.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM.
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