BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
April 15, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday April 15, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett and those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Hazel Andrews. The Administrator noted that Mrs. Andrews was asking for a refund of the 2011 & 2012 school taxes.  She has applied for and been approved for the School Tax Exemption staring in 2013.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of 2011 & 2012 school taxes for Hazel Andrews.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 4 to 0.  
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Mary P. Owens.   The Administrator noted that she is requesting 2008 through 2014 taxes to be refunded.  He also noted that the application for the refund was made on January 27, 2015 but that taxes for 2008 through 2011 were paid more than three years prior to the application and thus the Board was not allowed by State Law to refund anything more than three years prior.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2012 & 2013 for Mrs. Owens.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it carried on a 4 to 0 vote.
Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Jimmy and Marilyn Perkins for a refund of 2014 school taxes which they say were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that the Perkins received a refund of school taxes for 2011 through 2013.  However, the Perkins did not file for the School Tax Exemption until September 2014 and thus missed the deadline for the 2014 tax year.  Mr. Perkins stated that he should not have been billed since he was refunded the taxes for 2011-2013.  Tax Commissioner, Jackson stated that notice was given for 2014 and the public was made aware of the deadlines.  He said he didn’t know that there was a deadline for applying for exemptions. He added that it seems unfair to him that he didn’t see the notice in the paper and didn’t realize that he was eligible until later in 2014.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to deny the request for a refund for 2014 for the Perkins school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed to gain a majority with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners Crockett and DeLaigle not voting.  The Administrator explained that this meant that no refund was to be granted unless the Board voted in the affirmative to grant a refund.  There was no other motion on the matter.
The Board then heard from G. R. (Ray) Saxon requesting a refund of his overpaid school taxes.  The Administrator noted that Mr. Saxon was asking for a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  He added that he has the homestead exemption and applied for the 2014 local school tax exemption in March of 2014 and it is now in effect on his property. Chairman Crockett asked Mr. Saxon how he found out about filing for the School Tax Exemption in time for 2014.  Mr. Saxon replied that his wife saw it in the paper and they signed up last year.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund the overpaid school taxes to Mr. Saxon for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 4 to 0.  
After that the Commissioners heard a request from Harrison Simpson for a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes that he says were overpaid in error.  The Administrator pointed out that Mr. Simpson has made the request within three years of the payment of taxes for the years requested.  Mrs. Kelly moved to grant a refund of school taxes to Harrison Simpson for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed unanimously.

The Board then considered the request for an appeal from B. E. and Connie Smith for a refund of 2014 school taxes that they say were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that the Smith’s signed up for the local exemption in February of 2015 and it will be applied to thier 2015 tax bill.  Mrs. Smith stated that the notices have not been out there as good as they should have been.  She added that in all fairness there should have been some provision to let folks know.  The Tax Commissioner noted that articles had be run in the paper and a copy of the article was provided to her by the Administrator.  The Chief Appraiser noted that there were statements on their assessment notices and tax bills informing them of exemptions that they may be qualified for.  Mrs. Smith stated that she would like to have her money back.  The Chairman asked what the Board’s pleasure was.  There was no motion on this request so the refund was denied.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Boyce Thompson for 2012, 2013 and 2014.  The Administrator noted that Mr. Thompson only turned 65 in December of 2012 and was therefore not qualified due to age for the exemption for the 2012 tax year.  Mr. Thompson stated that he was told it would be a waste of his time and the Tax Commissioners to apply for the school tax exemption.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2013 for Mr. Thompson.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it carried on a unanimous vote.
Next on the agenda was a request from Brad Kyzer to have another hearing scheduled before the Board to be able to give his views in person.  Mr. Kyzer was informed via email of the date and time of the last hearing and did not ask to be rescheduled nor did he attend the meeting.  The Administrator pointed out that once he was informed that the Board had denied his request, Mr. Kyzer asked to have another hearing to state his case in person.  The consensus of the Board was to give everyone an opportunity to address the Commissioners.  They authorized the staff to reschedule the hearing for Mr. Kyzer.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:51 PM.
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