BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
April 1, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday April 1, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett and those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Dr. and Mrs. Jim Alexander.  The Administrator noted that the Alexander’s were asking for a refund of the 2014 school taxes. They had not alleged any error on the part of the County but had missed the 2014 deadline for applying for the Local School Tax Exemption.  He added that they will receive the exemption on their 2015 tax bill.  This started an open discussion among the assembled crowd.  Dr. Alexander said he was unaware of the exemption before the April 1, 2014 deadline.  The Tax Commissioner pointed out that several articles were run in the True Citizen.  The earliest was on Feb 12, 2014 and many citizens saw it and came in and signed up for the addition homestead exemption.  Dr. Alexander stated that it is his money and he wants it back.  Gerald Murray stated that he doesn’t take the True Citizen and is being penalized because he doesn’t choose to read it.  He added that in his research on the matter he found a front page article in October of 2014 and a page 3 article in February of 2014.  He said we are applying for a refund of our money.  Kyl Alexander asked “how was he supposed to know about the deadline and the exemption?”  It was noted by the Administrator that the information had been posted on the County’s website, the County’s Facebook page and Twitter feed.  The information was also noted on the tax bill each year and is available in the Tax Commissioners Office.  Tom Baker stated that he had been turned away before, how was he supposed to know now.  Richard Sapp stated that he turned in his license and showed how old he was, he should have gotten his refund then.  Mrs. Jackson pointed out that the refunds granted for 2011, 2012 and 2013 were due to an error made by the previous Tax Commissioner.  She added that no qualified taxpayer was turned away in 2014.  There was no error made by the County in regard to the application of the 2014 Senior Tax Exemption in this case.  The Board of Commissioners can only refund tax payers when an error has been made.  Missing the deadline established in State law is not an error on the County’s part.  Mr. Murray stated that Mrs. Jackson is doing an excellent job but that Cynthia should have known the law.  We should not be penalized because we did not know.  Haze Jenkins added it’s my money and I want it.  Commissioner Deloach stated that he would like to stick with the law and made a motion to grant the refund of 2014 School Taxes for Mr. and Mrs. Alexander.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it failed to pass with Commissioners Deloach and DeLaigle voting in favor, Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting against and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.  The County Attorney noted that it takes an affirmative vote to authorize the refund.  The result of this vote is that no refund will be issued in this case.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Tom Baker. The Administrator noted that he is requesting 2011, 2012 and 2013 taxes to be refunded.  
Mrs. Kelly made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 & 2013 for Mr. Baker.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.
Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Mr. Joe Blankenbaker for a refund of 2014 school taxes that he says were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that Mr. Blankenbaker moved from Midville to Waynesboro and just signed up for the homestead exemption and school tax exemption in August of 2014.  He had missed the deadline for it to be applied to his 2014 tax bill but it will be applied in 2015.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to deny the request for a refund for 2014 for the Blankenbaker’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting against the motion and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.
The Board then heard from Elaine Carter requesting a refund of his overpaid school taxes.  The Administrator noted that Mrs. Carter was asking for a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  He added that she has the homestead exemption and applied for the 2014 local school tax exemption in early 2014 and it is now in effect on her property. Mr. DeLaigle moved to refund the overpaid school taxes to Mrs. Carter for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
The Board then considered the request for an appeal from Mr. Paul Dyson for a refund of 2014 school taxes that he says were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that Mr. Dyson states that he was denied the opportunity to sign up for the local school tax exemption.  Mr. Dyson signed up for the local exemption in November, 2014.  He had missed the deadline for it to be applied to his 2014 tax bill but it will be applied in 2015.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to deny the request for a refund for 2014 for the Dyson’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting against the motion and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.

Gerald Murray stated that it was not right for the Commissioners to hold its citizens to a higher standard than they held their attorney or administrator.  

After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Patricia Hosey. The Administrator noted that he is requesting 2011, 2012 and 2013 taxes to be refunded.  It was pointed out that the application was made more than three years after she had paid the 2011 taxes and state law only allows the refund of taxes paid within three years of request.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2012 & 2013 for Mrs. Hosey.  Mr. Abrams seconded this motion and it carried on a unanimous vote.
The Commissioners then heard the request for an appeal from Mr. Hazel Jenkins for a refund of 2014 school taxes that he says were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that Mr. Jenkins states that Cynthia McManus told him he was not qualified for the exemption.  Mr. Jenkins signed up for the local exemption in January of 2015.  He had missed the deadline for it to be applied to his 2014 tax bill but it will be applied in 2015.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to deny the request for a refund for 2014 for the Jenkins’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting against the motion and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Mr. Brad Kyzer for a refund of 2014 school taxes that he states were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that Mr. Kyzer stated that he was misinformed by the previous Tax Commissioner regarding his school taxes.  Mr. Kyzer signed up for the local exemption in October, 2014.  He had missed the deadline for it to be applied to his 2014 tax bill but it will be applied in 2015.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to deny the request for a refund for 2014 for the Kyzer’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting against the motion and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.

After that the Commissioners heard an appeal from Mr. Gerald Murray for a refund of 2014 school taxes that he says were overpaid in error.  The Administrator explained that Mr. Murray states that he does not take the local paper and was not aware of the opportunity to sign up for the local school tax exemption.  Mr. Murrray signed up for the local exemption in January of 2015.  He had missed the deadline for it to be applied to his 2014 tax bill but it will be applied in 2015.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to deny the request for a refund for 2014 for the Murray’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting against the motion and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.

The Board then reviewed a request from Richard Sapp for a refund of his overpaid school taxes.  The Administrator noted that Mr. Sapp was asking for a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes. It was pointed out that the application was made more than three years after he had paid the 2011 taxes and state law only allows the refund of taxes paid within three years of request.   He added that he has the homestead exemption and applied for the local school tax exemption in November and it will be applied to his 2015 tax bill. Mr. Deloach moved to refund the overpaid school taxes to Mr. Sapp for 2012 & 2013.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Commissioners considered a request from Lew Vaughn for a refund of his overpaid school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  He added that Mr. Vaughn has recently signed up for the local school tax exemption and it will be applied to his 2015 tax bill. Mr. Deloach moved to refund the overpaid school taxes to Mr. Vaughn for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

After that the Board considered a request from Alvin Wimberly for a refund of his overpaid school taxes for 2012, 2013 and 2014.  Mr. Wimberly alleges no error on the part of the County but that he is 78 and has no kids in school.  He missed the deadline for signing up exemptions for the 2014 tax bill.  He added that Mr. Wimberly has recently signed up for the local school tax exemption and it will be applied to his 2015 tax bill. Mr. Abrams moved to refund the overpaid school taxes to Mr. Wimberly for 2012 & 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

The final item on the agenda was a request from the Library Director Gwen Jackson to authorize her to fill a vacancy left by the resignation of Deborah Pesani who is moving to Florida this month.  Mrs. Kelly moved to authorize staff to advertise the vacancy and fill the position.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:26 PM.
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