BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
March 19, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday March 19, 2014 at 6:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  EMA Chief Rusty Sanders and County Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item of business was consideration of the purchase of property for the new EOC.  The Board discussed the purchase of a parcel with 87 acres.  It would be large enough for the EOC and would give us land to swap with the Exchange Club for land for the new Judicial Center.  Commissioner DeLaigle expressed his reservations on the site.  Chief Sanders noted his concerns and suggested that the Board look at another site.  
The issues that needed to be addressed were FAA approval of the tower location, cost of construction on either site, land preparation costs, as well as traffic ingress and egress.  It was the consensus of the Board to have the architect look at both sites and give an evaluation of the two.  Also the Board asked the Administrator to contact the owner of all the parcels in question to enquire about what the purchase prices would be.  
Next the Board addressed an emergency matter related to the Winter Storm Disaster.  The finance Committee had asked the Public Works Director to get quotes on a skid steer to be used for removal of the storm debris.  He provided two quotes, one from Border Equipment at $56,617.30 and one from Bobcat of Augusta at $$68,765.44.  The Board discussed whether they could wait and take formal bids and approve the purchase in April.  Chairman Crockett expressed his concerns of not taking sealed bids on this purchase.  The view of the Board was that we needed the equipment immediately to clean up the storm debris.  Mr. Abrams made a motion that due to the Ice Storm Emergency, the County would authorize the purchase of a compact track loader from Border Equipment based on the State Bid price of $56,613.90.  The motion was seconded by Mr. DeLaigle and it passed on a vote of 4 to 1 with Mr. Crockett voting against the motion.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.
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