BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS


WORKSESSION WITH CITIES IN BURKE COUNTY REGARDING SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 


SEPTEMBER 23, 2020


The Burke County Board of Commissioners met with the cities in Burke County for a called meeting on Wednesday, September 23, 2020 at 3:00pm in the Family Y Community Room to discuss solid waste collection.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  In attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Martin and Nix. Also, in attendance were Mayor Sam Cummins, Mayor Carol Edmonds, Mayor Greg Carswell, several City Council Members for Sardis and County Manager Merv Waldrop.

Mr. Waldrop then explained the options the County had previously discussed regarding solid waste collection around the County. It was stated that the Road Department currently picks up garbage each week from over 200 sites around the County. Issues like cleanliness, rising costs and available sites continue to arise and the Commissioners would like to consider other options. He stated that rural curbside pickup and/or convenient centers would both liked to be discussed with input from each City. A presentation was then provided by James Lanier with Ryland Environmental that demonstrated the pros and cons of each avenue up for discussion.

After the presentation, the floor was opened for input from the attendees. Mayor Sam Cummings addressed his interest in learning more about the collection issues and what costs would be incurred by Midville. Cynthia Mann with Mann Environmental also addressed some of the issues their business has run into with rural collection carts. She stated that individuals with long driveways and/or elderly households have struggled with the poly-carts. 

Representatives from Sardis stated that the current dumpsters were an issue as they tend to attract unwanted animals and excess litter. Mayor Greg Carswell then inquired about Waynesboro’s involvement and how this would affect their current collection operations. Mr. Waldrop stated that if the County and City were to bid the services together, both the County and City would likely get better pricing. 

Commissioner Abrams then expressed his concerns about the County getting into a collection contract that would likely rise in cost. James Lanier mentioned that their company does offer locked in pricing for up to 20 years with representatives from Waste Management also supporting that the contract could be tailored to the specific needs of the County. Mr. Waldrop also stated that the current costs for collection has continued to rise over the past several years. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Chairman Kelly then thanked all those for attending and being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 PM.
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