BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING 

August 11, 2020

The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Training Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Nix and Martin along with County Attorney, Barry Fleming and County Manager Merv Waldrop were also in attendance.

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Commissioner Nix motioned for approval of the minutes from the July 14th, 15th, 21st, 22nd, 27th, August 4th and 5th 2020 meetings and Commissioner Abrams seconded for approval and motion was passed unanimously.

Max Burns, Republican candidate for Georgia State Senate, reintroduced himself to the Board and stated he looks forward to working with the County.  He discussed the challenges the Districts and State are facing as being the redistricting of congressional lines, healthcare, rural broadband, GADOT challenges and jobs.  

Marian Jackson, Tax Commissioner, addressed the Board in regard to receiving clarification of policy on delinquent alcohol licenses.  Mr. Vandenbulcke of Pointers Grill has allowed his alcohol license to lapse for several years.  He is applying for a new license due to the fact there is not provision in the current County Code for lapsed licenses.  Mr. Vandenbulcke has continued to sell alcohol during this time at his establishment.  After some discussion between the Commissioners, Attorney Fleming, Ms. Jackson, and Manager Waldrop concerning Mr. Vandenbulcke paying past fees / penalties and the legalities therein, it was decided the Ordinance would be modified to include the repayment of delinquent fees prior to issuing a renewal with Mr. Vandenbulcke agreeing to pay the delinquent fees currently owed.   Commissioner Nix motioned to grant Mr. Vandenbulcke’s request for Class A & Class C Alcohol License on the contingency that all delinquent fees / taxes are paid in full.  Commissioner Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.

Myron Williams, Georgia Forestry Commission, presented their Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2019 / 2020.  Mr. Williams went over his staff, equipment, and fire statistics.  Mr. Williams stated Coronavirus closed the Forestry office down for a period of time which limited the number of projects being completed.  

Bids for the Inmate Medical Contract were then opened.   Bids were as follows:

	BIDDER
	BID AMOUNT

	Advanced Correctional Healthcare
	$393,008.65 / yr

	Southern Health Partners
	$210,960.00 / yr (includes $12,000 cost pool limitation)

	Southern Correctional Medical
	$195,000.00 / yr

	Management Registry
	RN $65/hr
LPN $45/hr
Mental Health Tech $36/hr
CAN $35/hr



Bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review.

Bids for the Elevated Scraper Pan were then opened.  The bid from Comfort Systems USA was labeled for the Scraper Pan however was actually a bid for another project.  The sole bid for the Elevated Scraper Pan was received from Yancey Brothers in the amount of $788,363.00.  The bid was referred to the Finance Committee.

The bid submitted for the Animal Shelter Kennels was then opened.   The bid was from MMI Construction in the amount of $243,000.00.  It was referred to the Finance Committee.

The bid submitted for the Animal Shelter Fencing was opened.  The bid was from MMI Construction in the amount of $38,600.00.  It was referred to the Finance Committee.

The Board then considered a request from Ellis Godbee Jr to rezone a portion of Parcel 097-036 from A1 to R1 to accommodate a home renovation.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval.  Commissioner Martin motioned to approve the rezoning with Commissioner Deloach seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

Vasudev Vodpally requested a Class B (Beer & Wine) License for Pop’s Country Store on Farmers Bridge Road.  Mr. Vodpally met all requirements and there has been no opposition.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the Class B license and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then discussed the adoption of a Resolution Opposing Tax Abatement for Solar Projects.  The Resolution expressed the Commission’s sentiment that abatements should not be granted for solar projects as they do not provide jobs and limit the use of agricultural property.  Commissioner Nix motioned to adopt the Resolution with Commissioner Abrams seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then needed to consider the approval of a budget amendment for CARES Act funding.  The current year budget needs to be amended to reflect the $238,611.22 received from the State and is required to by used by September 1, 2020 on eligible projects, technical services, supplies, etc., as well as reimbursement for what has previously been spent out of the Contingency Fund.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to approve the budget amendment and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Next, the Board considered the approval of a budget amendment for ACCG WC Safety Grant.  The grant is in the amount of $10,000 to be utilized for safety supplies.  Commissioner Martin motioned to approve the budget amendment and Commissioner Abrams seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered the approval of an Extension of Agreement with Georgia Transportation Infrastructure Bank.  GTIB awarded the County a grant in the amount of $738,000 to assist in the completion of the Westside Truck Route project.  Due to project delays beyond the County’s control, GTIB is willing to extend the agreement until September 19, 2022 and require an amendment to the original agreement.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the Extension with GTIB and Commissioner Abrams seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the University of GA Extension Service is asking the Board to approve a Memorandum of Understanding outlining the relationship between the two entities.  The County agrees to provide office space, vehicle, budget support, and provide direct salary and contract pay for an additional employee.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to accept the MOU and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then needed to approve revised Purchasing Procedure for Federally Funded Expenditures.  The current language in the County’s Transit Procurement Manual do not meet Federal DOT criteria.  DOT wants the County to adopt the Federal Purchasing policy as it related to utilizing Federal funds, particularly in dealing with Transit.  Commissioner Martin motioned to adopt the new policy and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered the reappointment of Chris Collins to the Hospital Authority.  Mr. Collins’ current term expires the end of August 2020 and is willing to serve another 4-year term.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to reappoint Mr. Collins with Commissioner Martin seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Facility Maintenance Department is asking to advertise for two vacant Maintenance Mechanic I positions.  These positions would be hired after the new Facility Maintenance Director has been chosen in order for that person to review submitted applications.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the advertising of the vacant positions and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Sheriff’s Office has requested permission to fill the vacant Maintenance Mechanic II position.  Salary for this position is in the budget.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to fill the vacant position and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Chief Sanders has requested the filling of six positions at the EMA.  Per Manager Waldrop, filling these positions would cut down on the overtime expense.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to fill the vacant positions and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

There was an additional item added to the agenda from Mary “Kate” Hargrove with the Georgia Fraternal Order of Police.  They will be hosting a private event on August 18, 2020 on Hancock Landing Road and will be serving donated food and beverage (beer).  She must obtain an approval letter from the Commission stating the Board has no objections in order to obtain an event permit from the Department of Revenue.  Commissioner Nix motioned to provide approval to Ms. Hargrove and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.  Manager Waldrop is to compose and send letter.

David Buendia then addressed the Board in reference to the condition of Pressley Lane (Lazy Acres).  The road needs gravel and Mr. Buendia states he has been told by the Road Department they have exceeded their budget for gravel.  Mr. Buendia also states the road is far narrower than what it used to be and would like it taken back to the two-lane capability.  He states the County only maintains the road with a moto grader, which is only doing damage.  Mr. Buendia also inquired into the status of Pressley Lane being paved as it was placed on the project list several years ago.  Mr. Waldrop stated surveys have been complete, but he is unaware of where the County is in receiving Right of Ways.  Manager Waldrop stated funds for gravel have been depleted but believes funds from TSPLOST will be able to be utilized.  Manager Waldrop is to get with Mr. Burke at the Road Department to obtain gravel for the road.

Chief Sanders stated his ambulance call volume has increased due to the Coronavirus spread.

Gina Richardson gave an update for the Health Department.  They are still performing Coronavirus testing every Tuesday at the Burke County Office Park.  This testing is drive thru only with no restrictions and they currently have opening for 250 people per week.  Testing is by appointment only by calling 706-721-5800.  Burke County’s Covid case numbers have risen with 532 cases since March, and 7 deaths.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Abrams inquired about the City of Waynesboro Court utilizing a courtroom at the Judicial Center on the 2nd and 4th Monday.  Redeta Smith, Clerk of Court, is to be working with Chief Burley to accommodate them.  The same courtroom or days may not be guaranteed but the Judicial Center can better accommodate than the Historical Courthouse.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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