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BUDGET WORKSESSION

August 5th, 2020


The Burke County Board of Commissioners met for a Budget work session on Wednesday, August 5th, 2020 at 4:30 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  In attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Martin and Nix.  Also present was County Manager Merv Waldrop.   

First the Board heard from State Court Judge Jackson Cox. He presented information to the Commissioners for review. Judge Cox started by explaining the grant process that is used to supplement the overall costs for the Accountability Courts. Merv Waldrop added that the approximate cost to operate the Accountability Courts to the County is currently $47,500. Mr. Cox is proposing an increase in the Director’s salary by $1,768 for a total compensation of $39,208/year. 

Next the Board heard from Animal Services Director Chad Parrish. Mr. Parrish gave an update on the shelter construction and indicated that the contractor anticipates a November 2020 completion date. Mr. Parrish expects to be staffing and equipping the building by December 2020. He encouraged the Board to approve his requested budget as submitted. 

Next, the Board heard from the Clerk of Court Radeta Smith. Mrs. Smith revoked a previous request asking to reclassify a P/T clerk to F/T. She went on to mention the various accomplishments of the Clerk’s office since her election citing technology advances and new roles such as managing traffic citation payments. She also mentioned the new responsibilities that followed the construction of the new Judicial Center and the added court rooms. Mrs. Smith is asking for a $15,000/year supplement in pay from the County.

Next, the Board discussed a few unresolved budget items. Mr. Abrams then requested the Board include some funds for playground improvements at the park in Vidette.    

Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:35 PM. 
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