BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AIRPORT COMMITTEE

July 21, 2020
The Airport Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 6:15 p.m. in the Commissioners Training Room.  The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Tommy Nix. Committee member Evans Martin and Commissioners Terri Lodge Kelly, and Lucious Abrams were present. County Manager Merv Waldrop, Assistant County Manager Adam Flakes, along with Amanda Hill, Tim Fredlund, and Olha Boyd of MaesAwyr were also present.  
First item for discussion was the approval of sending the Technical Assistance Response letter to GDOT.  This letter requests the allocation of funds for the fair market value land acquisition of approximately 9 acres, obstruction removal/mitigation, and installation of an AWOS weather station in FY2021.  It also includes MaesAwyr fees and the FAA standard services to assist.  Funding request is $445,500 with the County’s share being approximately $22,500.  Ms. Hill stated they are still awaiting to hear if the federal CARES Act will provide funding for these projects.  According to Ms. Hill, GDOT is on board in supporting this request, the County needs to formally put in the request.  Mr. Martin motioned to allow Commissioner Chair Kelly to sign said letter and send to GDOT.  Mr. Abrams seconded, and motion passed unanimously.  
Mr. Fredlund then gave an update on the status of current projects.  Mr. Fredlund reported the airfield is open effective Friday evening (7-24-2020).  There remain punch list items to be completed.  There was an access issue to the taxiway and Sikes restored access by placing pipe and grass, however discussions want to be had with the County about installing asphalt in this area.  Also, he stated another concern that Brian Walden, Project Manager, has pointed out to Reeves and Sikes is Airport Road needs repair from damage caused by hauling material to and from the project and will be covered at contractor’s expense.  Mr. Walden is to let MaesAwyr know when a punch inspection is to occur, and they will continue to engage in the project without overstepping Pond’s duties to the County.  The most critical item is an area on the West end of the runway that is retaining water and attracting wildlife.  This needs to drain appropriately for the safety of the airport and Mr. Fredlund does not want the current contractor to lose site of the issue.  Mr. Waldrop stated they had an August 4, 2020 walk thru on existing projects with two contractors and would like Mr. Fredlund to attend.  No time has been agreed upon.  Mr. Waldrop also stated he received a call from Pond stating they are sending the County a letter requesting contact be made with DNR regarding the wetlands at the end of the runway that are now attracting herons.

Ms. Hill then stated there is an ongoing process that is data heavy that the FAA and Pond will need to coordinate so the airport and correct data show up accurately in all FAA publications.  Ms. Hill referred to it as an AGIS, basically data to the FAA and the FAA publishing that data.  She stated they will continue to monitor it and work with GDOT.
Ms. Hill stated after the TA letter is sent, they would like to discuss the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) in efforts to have it finalized by September.  This would assist in finalizing projects and plans on proceeding with the property.  
Ms. Hill stated the fueling system would need to be coordinated with GDOT and it would not be prepared to fund in this same contract as GDOT would like to have all safety projects completed prior to revenue producing projects.  Mr. Fredlund addressed the Committee with current cost estimate data for the fueling system and site prep costs, as well as the County’s funding responsibilities.  Mr. Waldrop stated an option may be to utilize TSPLOST monies to prioritize this project and then be reimbursed from GDOT or FAA.  Mr. Martin inquired if temporary fueling would be an issue in the Fall for Masters Tournament airport traffic and Mr. Fredlund stated there are several options available that can be discussed for the Fall, however a functioning fuel farm should not be an issue for the Spring 2021 traffic.  
Mr. Evans stated he would like to start marketing the airport for Masters travel and Mr. Fredlund stated he would entertain meeting with the Development Authority and Chamber of Commerce to begin putting a spotlight on the County and airport improvements.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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