BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING 

July 14, 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Nix and Martin along with County Attorney, Barry Fleming and County Manager Merv Waldrop were also in attendance.

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Commissioner Abrams motioned for approval of the minutes from the June 9th, 10th, 15th, 24th, July 1st and 8th, 2020 meetings and Commissioner Martin seconded for approval and motion was passed unanimously.

Kay Proctor, Lanier, Deal & Proctor CPA’s, addressed the Commission with details on the 2019 audit of County Financial Statements.  Commissioners were given a copy of the report and Ms. Proctor addressed certain items that had improved from the previous year.  Ms. Proctor specifically pointed out the County held no long-term debt, even after the building of the new Judicial Center.  She stated their firm has worked closely with the County’s finance staff and look for continued improvement each coming year.  She stated their firm looks forward to continuing a relationship with the County. 

Rev. Doris Tongo introduced the Ark Community Development Center, a six-month program providing teaching tools for individuals on probation / parole.  She stated their center is qualified to work with the different court agencies to assist in mental health counseling and criminal justice support for those who are mentally challenged in the community.  Rev. Tongo requested the redirection of funds to assist with the 6-month program.  Chairman Kelly stated the Ark program fits already established programs and that the Board would be willing to assist in connecting Rev. Tongo with the judges over those programs at a later date.

Bids were then opened for the uniform contract.  Submitted bids were as follows:

	BIDDER
	BID AMOUNT

	UniFirst
	$  470.06 / week

	Cintas
	$  441.75 / week



Bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review.

Next, a public hearing was held for the Conditional Use Permit requested by Heelstone Energy to install a 390-acre solar farm on Springhill Church Road.  The Planning Commission has requested approval of the permit subject to meeting minimum setback requirements and Heelstone has submitted their revised plan, meeting all requirements in the Land Development Code. Stan Crouch addressed the Board with opposition stating he was concerned about the impact on well water contamination, wildlife, and the proposed growth the County has in mind as the proposed area is in a residential area.  He stated he felt a better use would be farmland or residential development and asked the Board to deny the Permit.  

J. P. Hackney and Scott Hitch, attorneys representing Heelstone Energy and Hobnail Solar, LLC, introduced the solar farm project to the Board and stated the project is in compliance with Burke County’s ordinances.  Mr. Hackney stated that should the Commission deny the Conditional Use Permit, they do have the right to appeal the decision.  Attorney Fleming questioned the additional condition of receiving three years to obtain a building permit which Mr. Hackney stated that is due to being tied to GA Power’s timeline for construction and that should the permit not be obtained within the three years, they would need to reapply.  Mr. Fleming stated to the Board he doesn’t have an issue with this added condition.  Mrs. Cathy Perry, landowner of the projected solar farm site, addressed the Board in favor of the project.  She stated she has worked closely with Heelstone Energy obtaining information and she feels comfortable with the project moving forward.

Commissioner Martin stated the County was currently working on infrastructure in that area to draw potential growth and motioned to deny the approval of the Conditional Use Permit.  Commissioner Deloach seconded the motion to deny, however the motion failed on a 2-3 vote with no action taken.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the Conditional Use Permit to install the solar farm on Springhill Church Road with the included amendment of failing to apply for a building permit for installation/construction/placement of the solar farm within 3 years shall result in termination of the conditional use and such use shall be subject to the then applicable zoning standards.  Commissioner Nix seconded the motion to approve the permit with the added conditions and the motion passed 3-2, with Commissioners Martin and Deloach against.

The Commissioners then heard a request to rezone Parcel 074-055 from A-1 to R-1on Childers Circle.  The surrounding property is already zoned R-1 and the Planning Commission recommended the property be rezoned, with no opposition.  Mr. Abrams motioned to approve the rezoning of Parcel 074-055 from A-1 to R-1 with Mr. Deloach seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.

Hirenkumar Patel has requested the issuance of a Class B (Beer & Wine) License for his convenience store located at 138 Hwy 23 South near McBean.  No objections have been filed and he meets all requirements.  Mr. Abrams motioned to approve the Class B license and Mr. Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then revisited the bid award for the Audio-Visual Equipment for the Historic Courthouse.  This was previously tabled to see if the architect and staff could work with the low bidder, Solutionz, Inc., on their bid.  The original bid amount was $92,937.67.  The Covid pandemic has increased the need for this equipment to allow for distance meetings and the State has designated a portion of the CARES Act, wherein A/V equipment is eligible, in the amount of $238,611 to cover Covid costs.  Commissioner Nix motioned to award the bid to Solutionz, Inc. and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Board needed to approve a budget amendment for the Library Kitchen project.  Originally, there were not enough funds to cover the project’s expenses. However, the Regional Library and the Library Board has obtained the additional funding needed.   The budget amendment would be to recognize the additional $10,813.94 in both the revenue and expense lines to the County for site improvements.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to approve the budget amendment with Commissioner Abrams making the second.  Motion passed unanimously.

Renewal of the Annual Service Agreement with the Greater Clark Hill Regional Library was next on the agenda.  The Library Board would like to renew the Agreement which is beneficial to the County in that it provides reimbursement of the director’s salary and allows funding for services and materials.  The County will receive nearly $120,000 in funds annually.  Commissioner Nix motioned to accept the renewal of the Annual Service Agreement with the Greater Clark Hill Regional Library with Commissioner Deloach making the second.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Board considered the acceptance of the Georgia Criminal Justice Coordinating Council grant of $116,028 to assist in funding the Accountability Courts.  This grant provides for over half of the cost of the program.  The Grant requires a match of $12,892 however the County already anticipates putting $47,500 from the General Fund to help with program expenses and the Drug Abuse Treatment & Education Fund provides $10,000, with the remainder coming from participant fees.  Manager Waldrop states part of the Grant is also for salary increases and he would like to discuss the use of the Grant during a budget work session.  Commissioner Martin motioned to accept the Grant of $116,028 and Commissioner Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered the approval of revised purchasing procedures.  Changes include the threshold for sealed bids would be lowered to $10,000 and go to the County Manager, anything over $25,000 would go before the Commissioners, and an emphasis that travel reimbursements would no longer be used to circumvent the purchasing policies.  The changes will be in effect immediately.  Commissioner Martin motioned to approve the revised purchasing procedures and Commissioner Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Next, the Board considered the approval of the contract with the CSRA Regional Commission for funding the Senior Nutrition Program.  The Region will provide up to $103,989 to cover the cost of meals.  By participating, the County will be obligated to pay $14,000 and agrees to use their meal provider.  Currently, all meals are being home delivered.  The funding goes from July 1st to June 30, 2021.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the contract with CSRA for funding the Senior Nutrition Program and Commissioner Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered the approval of the contract with CSRA Regional Commission for Transit for Senior Citizens.  The contract is for $13,310 for FY 2021.  This assists in keeping Burke Transit operational and requires a $5,827 match.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the contract with Commissioner Abrams seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

A contract amendment with Reeves Construction to resurface Pebble Road was next on the agenda.  Reeves has submitted a price using their quantity price in their recent LMIG bid for the resurfacing in the amount of $117,851.  TSPLOST funding will cover this cost.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the contract amendment with Commissioner Deloach seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered renewing the lease with the Department of Veterans Services for office space at the Burke County Office Park.  The rent amount would be $260 which would cover utilities.  The Agreement provides an option to renew for 8 additional years.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to accept the lease renewal and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Board of Assessors requested to fill an expiring term.  Sam Kyzer was appointed in 2018 and that term has expired.  He is now eligible for reappointment to a full six-year term.  Commissioner Martin motioned to appoint Sam Kyzer to the Board and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered the reappointment of Mickey Horton to the DFCS Board.  His term had expired the end of June.  The reappointment would extend through June 30, 2025 and DFCS has no reservations.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to reappoint Mr. Horton to the DFCS Board with Commissioner Deloach seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board had a request from the Recreation Department to fill a part time Boxing Instructor / Physical Fitness Instructor at the Boxing Club.  Commissioner Martin inquired if the Boxing Club was open due to the Covid pandemic and if the position could remain unfilled until a time when the Club reopens.  Mr. Frazier stated there is a lot of work to be done in the interim and he needs a backup when he is not available to open the Club.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to fill the part time position and Commissioner Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Board entertained a request to fill a vacant PSAP / 911 Dispatcher position from Chief Sanders, EMA.  This is a critical position that can not be eliminated.  Commissioner Nix motioned to fill the PSAP / 911 Dispatcher position with Commissioner Deloach making the second.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Board then considered the lease renewal with USDA’s office space at Burke County Office Park.  Rental amount would be $39,000 / year.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to accept the lease agreement with USDA and Commissioner Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Recreation Department requested to fill a Maintenance Laborer position.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to fill the position with Commissioner Martin seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

Leighton Brayson introduced himself and addressed the Board regarding working together to form a student athlete coaching program.  He feels the area is in need of something in addition to what the Recreation Department is offering.  Currently he offers free football training in Waynesboro and feels when kids are involved in sports it keeps them from getting in trouble.  He states there are public parks that need work desperately and wants to work with the Board to attempt to clean them up so they can be used in a positive manner. 


Tiffany Varnadoe, Burke County Medical Center, then updated the Commissioners on the hospital.  She stated the café is open to the public for carry out only and the gift shop is also open.  Masks are required and she stressed to the Commission and public to please wear masks and keep to socially distance as the Covid numbers are rising.  Commissioner Abrams inquired into the plumbing issues and Ms. Varnadoe stated all plumbing and a/c issues have been rectified and all rooms are now occupiable. 

Gina Richardson gave an update for the Health Department.  They are performing Coronavirus testing every Tuesday from 9am – 11am at the Burke County Office Park.  This testing is drive thru only with no restrictions.  Testing is by appointment only by calling 706-721-5800.  Burke County’s Covid case numbers has risen with 30 active cases to date.  

Chief Matthews, EMA, gave the Commissioners the update on EMA.  They continue to follow policies related to Covid and their demand for PPE fluctuates.  Transports of Covid patients has increased.  To date, the County has had no EMA employee positive cases, however one transit worker was confirmed.  Transit staff will be tested and required to wear masks and gloves while on duty.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.
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