BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
JULY 8, 2020
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met for called meeting on Wednesday, July 8, 2020 at 5:00pm in the Commissioners Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  In attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Nix, Deloach and Martin, County Manager Merv Waldrop and County Attorney Barry Fleming.  

First, the Board considered an Agreement with the Brier Creek Soil & Water Conservation District concerning an available clerk’s position at the NRCS office.  In the past, this position was on the County’s payroll and received reimbursement from Brier Creek.  The new Agreement states Brier Creek would hire the individual for the clerk’s position and the County would pay an appropriation once per year to cover the County’s cost of half the employee’s salary.  Cliff Eady stated this new agreement would be beneficial to all parties and will alleviate the County in dealing with additional personnel issues.  The new Agreement will extend through September 30, 2021.  Commissioner Nix motioned to accept the new Agreement and Commissioner Martin made the second.  Motion carried 5-0.
The Board then heard from Ms. Albritton and her attorney, Warren Radford, concerning the Cobb Road realignment through Magruder Farms.  Ms. Albritton submitted new options of more direct routes through Magruder Farms offering less impact to the farm.  Ms. Albritton stated the new routes would need to be approved by engineers as it does run through drainage fields and a small wetland area.  After discussion on the best options available, Mr. Waldrop stated the next steps would be to obtain a Right of Way survey of the new alignment area and to submit an Agreement to abandon the old route previously considered.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to order a Right of Way survey of the new route and Commissioner Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.
The final item on the agenda was the continued discussion on solid waste disposal options.  James Lanier and Todd Yates, Ryland Environmental, readdressed the Board and presented information concerning the pros / cons of available collection types.  Waste Management was also represented and both companies agreed curbside service would be most beneficial to the County.   There was in depth discussion concerning convenience centers and placement of those centers, along with contract options that would be available for additional services such as recycling and yard debris.  Both companies stated the County would be in control of their contract, offering the best options it felt would be most beneficial to its residents.  They suggested the Board bid out multiple service options.  Commissioner Abrams requested another work session on the topic to include the municipalities and obtain their input.  Manager Waldrop stated he would schedule in early Fall.

At approximately 6:15, Commissioner Nix moved for the Board to enter Executive Session and Commissioner Martin seconded.  The motion passed 5-0 and the Board entered Executive Session.

After their discussion concluded, Mr. Nix moved to go back into regular session.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all in favor.  Mr. Fleming stated that the Board discussed two personnel matters and took no action in executive session.
Commissioner Nix moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an Executive Session affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Martin gave the second.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 PM.
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