BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RURAL BROADBAND WORK SESSION
JUNE 24, 2020
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met for a work session to rural broadband services on Wednesday, June 24, 2020 at 6:00pm in the Commissioners Training Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  In attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Nix, Deloach, Martin, and County Manager Merv Waldrop.  

Steven Milner, CEO/GM, of Planters Telephone Cooperative began by introducing himself and giving an overview of Planters Telephone and the services they provide to rural communities.  Mr. Milner explained the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (RDOF), which is an FCC initiative created to extend the reach of broadband networks into rural areas. Mr. Milner explained the nationwide auction process to secure an underserved area and the time it may take for an auction to close.  He also stated after auction, the provider would normally have 6 years to complete the area purchased.  Mr. Milner then took questions and answered concerns from Commissioners and the public attendees regarding the service levels expected and time frames anticipated for completion.
Darryl Davis with Zoom Telecom then addressed the Commissioners.  Mr. Davis gave a brief company history, service overview, and service planned areas from surrounding areas (Swainsboro, Summertown, Wadley, Louisville, Wrens).  Mr. Davis stated expansion into Burke County would be easy and suggested a partnership with the Developmental Authority or the County for funding instead of dealing with the RDOF (FCC).  He stated Zoom Telecom would be able to service the entire rural area in three years.  Mr. Davis gave a price estimation of $18 million for the complete project.  Mr. Davis and his associated then fielded questions from the Commissioners and the public attendees regarding installation and service.  Several members of the public were concerned with the amount of time it would take to establish service to the rural areas and with the burden of not having access to broadband during the Coronavirus pandemic concerning schoolwork for their children.
Commissioners discussed putting together an RFP and to further discuss with the Board of Education to see if installation of broadband could be a joint venture.  
Being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:20 PM. 
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