BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
May 27, 2020
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Training Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting held via Go To Meeting due to Covid-19 regulations.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also, in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Martin and Nix.  County Manager Merv Waldrop was at the meeting as well.
The sole item of business was the conducting of interviews and selection of an Airport Consultant.  This requirement of the FAA is to be conducted every five years and allows the Commission to change consultants should they so desire.  The Commission previously decided to interview the following four consultant firms:
Croy Engineering

Goodwyn Mills Cawood

Maes Awyr

Pond Company (Incumbent)


The first firm interviewed was Croy Engineering of Marietta, GA.  Representing Croy Engineering was Andy Wade, Rebecca Collins (via phone), Kristopher Erwin, Katie Eleam, and Greg Teague.    They presented information regarding their firm stating they were a full-service firm with aviation and funding experience.  Most of their work is completed in-house with only specialty items such as DBE Analysis and fuel farms being subcontracted.  They stated they have a young, energetic team and staff stability.   Mr.  Ewin and Ms. Eleam would be the County’s main points of contact and they would be in constant communication regarding deadlines and schedules.  Ms. Eleam stated she has a good working relationship with GDOT.  There was a brief question and answer session between the commissioners and the representatives concerning subcontracting services and employee retention.
Next, the Commissioners entertained Andy Pippin, Ryan Pearce and Rhonda Davis of Goodwyn Mills Cawood, Augusta, GA.  They introduced Lynn Thompson, former GDOT employee, as the project manager, who was unable to attend.  They stated they are a proactive team, keeping schedules and deadlines in check and keeping lines of communication open is key.  They have knowledge of GDOT funding processes with Ms. Davis having GDOT experience.  They have worked on local projects such as Daniel Field, Swainsboro, and Statesboro. All services are completed in-house other than DBE Analysis and Inspections.  A brief question and answer session followed concerning project completion, subcontracting services and employee turnover.
Maes Awyr, Atlanta, GA, was represented by Amanda Hill and Tim Fredlund.   They stated they had an expanded vision for the County which included better jobs, education, and increased tax revenue.  Their firm will restore confidence, be an effective advocate, and will be easy to work with while putting service first.  They stated they will assist in funding, will reach out to past and future tenants and will work with the Chamber of Commerce and Development Authority to leverage goals while keeping the community a priority.  They stated they are familiar with Burke County’s priorities and struggles and feel they will be able to “step right in”.      They stated all work is completed in-house other than GeoTech and environmental.  They maintain a conducive employee environment with no staff turnover is the past year and a half.  A brief question and answer session followed concerning the promotion of the airport and next steps.
The final interview was with the County’s current consultant, Pond Company, Peachtree Corners, GA.  Hugh Weaver and Andrew Swift were the firm’s representatives.  They stated the partnership between Pond and Burke County was a success and they have an executed vision.  They are trusted providers and advisors and are committed to time deadlines.  They see the County’s future projects as revenue generating and say they are great servants of the public’s money.  A brief question and answer session followed regarding the firm’s history and project completion.
The Commissioners discussed the pros and cons of each firm and their experience with GDOT and internal staff changes.  After discussion, Mr. Martin motioned to accept Maes Awyr as the new Airport Consultant firm with Mr. Deloach seconding.  Motion passed unanimously.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:38pm.
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