BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AIRPORT COMMITTEE

May 18, 2020
The Airport Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Monday, May 18, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Training Room via Facebook Live.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tommy Nix. Other Committee Members present were Commissioners George Deloach and Evans Martin.  Also, in attendance were Commissioners Terri Lodge Kelly, Lucious Abrams and Merv Waldrop, County Manager.  
The first item on the agenda was to review proposals for the Airport Consultant.  Per Manager Waldrop, the FAA requires this process every five years giving the Committee the opportunity to make a change if they desire to.  The submitted proposals are from the following firms:
	CONSULTANT FIRMS

	Goodwyn Mills Cawood

	Robert & Company

	Maes Awre

	Croy Engineering

	Pond Company

	Holt Consulting Group


Mr. Waldrop advised the Committee they should probably choose at least four firms to interview prior to selecting.  Discussion was had between Committee members and Mr. Martin motioned to interview Maes Awre, Goodwyn Mills Cawood, Croy Engineering, and the incumbent, Pond Company.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed 3-0.  Interviews will be conducted on May 27, 2020.
Next, Hugh Weaver gave an update on the current Airport projects.  Mr. Weaver stated the pavement is complete on the Runway Extension project.  The existing marking have been removed and the edge and threshold lighting has been installed.  Final grassing this week, weather permitting.  There is still work Sikes and Reeves Construction need to schedule and complete prior to organizing a final inspection.  The project time expires June 23, 2020.  Mr. Weaver stated he is expecting Reeves to submit for an extension, and he will advise the Committee his recommendations after reviewing documentation.
Mr. Weaver stated the Taxiway project is moving nicely.  Paving should be commencing immediately with a completion date of July 7, 2020.  Mr. Weaver informed Committee he can assist is putting together RFP for a fuel provider or short term FPO for temporary fuel to accommodate anticipated overflow from a November’s Masters Tournament.

 Mr. Weaver updated on the Obstruction Clearance project.  He stated in the process of the Runway Extension, the FAA reminded there are still tree obstructions to be cleared, obstructions across highway, and some near residences that will have to be mitigated with property owners.  
Discussion was then had regarding the McMasters Road closure and it still being utilized.  Commissioner Martin suggested placing a fence / gate on the County’s section near the runway.  
Mr. Weaver then stated he believes one of the next project priorities in the evolution of the Airport would be the Fuel Farm project.  There needs to be public access to fuel in order for Airport growth.  Mr. Weaver also stated apron expansion and hanger installation/rental would be instrumental in creating more revenue.

In closure, Mr. Waldrop summarized the project schedule as Runway Extension project, Taxiway project, Obstruction Clearing project funded by DOT, and the Fuel Farm design/construction.  Mr. Weaver stated the Obstruction and Fuel Farm projects could be done at the same time if funding is received from the State.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:48 p.m.
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