BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING 

May 12, 2020

The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, May 12, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was held live on Facebook due to Shelter in Place protocol stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Nix and Martin along with County Attorney, Barry Fleming and County Manager Merv Waldrop were also in attendance.

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Commissioner Abrams motioned for approval of the minutes from the April 14th, 15th, and May 6, 2020 meetings and Commissioner Nix seconded for approval and motion was passed 5-0.

Several bids were then opened, and all were referred to the Finance Committee for review.  They are as follows:

	Playground Equipment at Citizens Park:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Playworks
	$79,724.51

	Playworld Preferred
	$76,493.41

	Bliss Products & Services
	$80,000.00 incl freight

	Lanier Plans, Inc
	$77,526.17

	Swartz Associates
	$54,495.00

	Great Southern Recreation
	$76,596.05

	PlaySouth Playground Creators
	$74,950.00

	Dominica Recreation Products
	$79,989.17

	Halsey Recreation
	$77,079.89



Discussion was held on why budgeted amount was listed on the bid form.  Chairman Kelly requested this not happen again.

	
Audio / Visual Equipment for Courthouse Boardroom:

	BIDDER
	BID

	NetPlanner Systems
	$147,709.02

	MMI Construction
	$188,512.00

	Summit Systems
	$92,937.67

	S & L Integrated
	$112,737.96

	Prosound & Video
	$102,700.00



	
	Warming Kitchen for Build-Out – Library:

	BIDDER
	BID

	MMI Construction
	$72,900.00

	Summers Construction
	$87,780.00



County Manager Waldrop informed the Commissioners the Library will be able to rent the facilities out to the community.  Commissioner Kelly stated there also may be State Library Funding available to assist with this project.

	
	
Small Utility Van – Recreation Department:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Mizell Ford
	$23,769  2021 model or

	
	$22,485.00  2020 model




	Small Transit Bus – Recreation Department:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Yancey Bus Sales
	$65,759.00  Base 450

	
	$63,996.00  E350 (Alt 1)

	
	$63,684.00  2021 E350 (Alt 2)

	
	$60,757.00  2019 E350 (Alt 3) 




	4 X 4 Pickup Truck – Recreation Department:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Mizell Ford
	$27,994.00



	
	EOC / 911 Center Judicial Center:

	BIDDER
	BID

	BAK Builders
	$958,488.28

	RW Allen
	$933,917.00

	Contract Management Inc
	$968,000.00

	Sunbelt Builders
	$987,995.00

	Summers Construction
	$1,024,000.00

	RE Crawford Construction
	$929,216.00

	BR Walden Construction
	$912,466.00

	RCN Contracting Corp
	$821,910.00

	MMI Construction
	$857,446.00

	Milestone Construction
	$1,010,947.67




	EOC / 911 Center Free Standing:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Trident
	$4,731,000.00

	RW Allen
	$4,801,450.00

	RE Crawford
	$5,899,000.00

	RCN Contract
	$4,838,628.00

	Sunbelt Builders
	$4,397,995.00

	MMI Construction
	$6,200,000.00

	Contract Management Inc
	$4,880,000.00



The bids for the EOC / 911 Center Judicial Center Project and Free-Standing Project will be discussed at a scheduled work session.


	2020 LMIG Resurfacing Project:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Reeves Construction
	$1,297,652.50

	ATC Site Construction
	$1,298,803.00




	

2020 Asphalt Overlay Project:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Reeves Construction
	$758,363.00

	ATC Site Construction
	$779,481.35


	

Historic Courthouse IT Rewire Project:

	BIDDER
	BID

	Net Planner Systems
	$41,161.42

	MicroTechnology Consultants
	$38,703.06

	Powerlink
	$64,815.00




	Airport Consulting Services Proposals:

	CONSULTANT FIRM

	Croy Engineering

	Holt Consulting Group

	Goodwyn Mills Cawood

	Robert and Company
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Per Mr. Waldrop, the FAA has a strict process that needs to be utilized.  He recommended reviewing the proposals and interviewing 3 – 5 firms and then make selection. Commissioners agreed to review submitted proposals and refer their selections to the Airport Committee. 

Commissioner Nix then motioned to approve a request to fill a vacant Mechanic I position in the Vehicle Maintenance Department.  Commissioner Abrams seconded and the motion was approved unanimously.

The Commissioners then considered the request to fill a vacant Maintenance Mechanic I position in the Facility Maintenance Department.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the position with Commissioner Martin making the second.  Motion approved 5-0.

The next item was the renewal of the County’s Group Health Insurance.  It was stated premiums will not increase this year.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to renew the County’s Group Health Insurance and Commissioner Abrams seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Commissioners then considered the renewal of the Employee Life Insurance Policy with a newly added option for employees to purchase coverage for spouse and/or dependents at a minimal cost.  Commissioner Martin motioned to renew the Life Insurance policy with the additional option for purchase by employees and Mr. Deloach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Commissioners considered the transferring title of Industrial Park property to the Development Authority of Burke County.  Mr. Waldrop explained the property is currently titled as Joint Development Authority of Burke County and City of Waynesboro, which has been dissolved.  Mr. Deloach motioned to approve the transfer of title to the Development Authority of Burke County and Mr. Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Commissioners then received an update from Chief Rusty Sanders, EMA.  Chief Sanders stated all agencies continue to work and communicate well during the Coronavirus pandemic.  He stated no front-line employees have tested positive for the virus and that he believes it will be several more months of dealing with cases as businesses begin to reopen.  He recommends still abiding by the CDC guidelines.

Gina Richardson, Department of Public Health, updated that there have been no positive cases among her employees either.  Burke County and Plant Vogtle has seen a rise in overall positive case numbers.  The testing site held in April at Burke County Middle School resulted in 640 people being tested with 21 confirmed cases, all of which were not in Burke County.  Ms. Richardson stated there are other testing sites in McDuffie, Jefferson, Glascock and Toliver Counties and all are offering tests free of charge.  
Tiffany Varnadoe, Burke County Medical Center, updated the Commissioners on the current hospital status.  The patient numbers and services at the hospital, as well as the rural health clinic are at record lows and she contributes that to Coronavirus.  Their outpatient services have started back; however, they continue to keep one entry thru the Emergency Room and allowing no visitors.  The cafeteria and gift shops remain closed to the public.  Ms. Varnadoe stated the hospital received funding thru the Cares Act Loan Program to help with payroll and utility costs.  

Chief Blanchard gave the update for the Sheriff’s Office.  He stated their office also has no positive cases of the Virus and stated all agencies continue to work together.  Chief Blanchard said speed and traffic accidents have increased and general overall crime is down however, domestic violence has increased.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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