BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
May 6, 2020
The Public Works Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, May 6, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Training Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman George Deloach. Committee members Lucious Abrams and Tommy Nix were present, along with Commissioner Chair Terri Lodge Kelly and Commissioner Evans Martin.   Public Works Director, Jesse Burke; Road Superintendent, Paul Burke; Vehicle Maintenance Director, Dale Gingery; Judy Allen, Solid Waste Director; Assistant County Manager Adam Flakes and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The Commissioners began by discussing the large major road paving projects.  They decided to leave the William Tinley Road projects top priority, however, moved the Cobb Road and River Road (to end of Griffin Landing Road) up on the list.  Commissioner Martin inquired into the status of the Greiner Circle Ext project and was informed by Paul Burke this project was abandoned by former Commissioner Crocket due to not being able to receive right of ways from out of area property owners.  Mr. Jesse Burke suggested utilizing the old road by widening it and lowering speed limits in that area. After discussion, the Greiner Circle Ext was moved to the Small Projects Priority List.
Commissioner Abrams inquired if the Susie Bailey Road project could extend past Drone Rd / Shibar Lane.  Paul Burke stated they would have to obtain 80’ which would require property right of way.  Mr. Abrams requested the Road Department look into it further to see if it may be able to be changed to the Small Project list.  Other than those few changes, the major projects priority list remained the same.

With the addition of Greiner Circle Ext moving to the small project road paving list, the Manager Waldrop stated the top 5 projects on the Small Project listing were close together and could possibly be completed together.  Paul Burke informed the committee that these small projects and the large William Tinley Road project are on opposite sides of the County and would be very time consuming to work on both at the same time.  They have one functional dirt pan that is not made for creating ditches and paving roads.  He stated the William Tinley project will be slow-going until they can come up with a machine to move dirt.
The Commissioners also agreed to add Rays Bridge Road, Walnut Branch Ct and Plantation Road to the top of the list.  Discussion was had about Timothy Drive, Ester Drive, and Anne’s Way as they are currently private roads.  Mr. Waldrop stated the Commissioner’s needed to first accept these roads as County roads and go through the proper protocol with the property owners in order for them to be accepted.    Commissioners agreed to identify these roads and begin the process to make them County roads.  These roads will need surveys completed to obtain right of way.  Commissioner Kelly requested to add Wimberley Road.  Other than those additions, the listing remains the same.  
Next the Committee discussed the LMIG (Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant) projects.  River Road (between Hwy 80 / Shell Bluff / Hancock Landing), Gresham Road and Spread Oak Road are the current locations on the list.  Commissioner Abrams inquired about the condition of Pebble Road in Keysville.  The Committee agreed to include this on the Asphalt Overlay Project bid as an Addendum.  No other changes were made to either the LMIG or Overlay Project lists.
Manager Waldrop then gave the Commissioners background information concerning the past methane issue at the old landfill.  EPD mandated the County to install internal flares. Mr. Waldrop stated the levels are tested quarterly at a great expense and the methane levels have lowered.  Josh Massey, Atlas Corp, inquired about the status of the existing Consent Order that is nearly ten years old.  Mr. Waldrop inquired if Mr. Massey would research the status of the current Order to see if the County is complying and if the Order could be renegotiated.  Mr. Massey stated he would be willing to see if the Order could be renegotiated or terminated. 
Mr. Massey then continued to give an update on the status of the old landfill closure.  He stated he has a boring plan developed to test the final cover of the MSWL that is closed.  Since it was a partial closure, EPD did not accept that as an official closure with the C & D. Both landfills are operating under the same permit number, so Atlas has to recertify the closure of the MSWL.  The required survey is in progress which will update the site’s map. Mr. Massey explained it has taken so long to close the landfill due to the unusual circumstance of both landfills being permitted under the same number.  Mr. Massey estimates the time frame for the C & D is three years after the old landfill is closed.  
Judy Allen, Landfill Director, updated the Committee on the renovation project for the Transfer Station building.  She stated construction should be starting in approximately 3 weeks.  Trash hauling to Augusta continues to run smoothly.  Commissioner Abrams suggested obtaining another trash truck and employee for Saturday pickups. Manager Waldrop suggested this be discussed further at a budget work session.   
Finally, the Committee received an update on the new fuel system from Dale Gingery. Mr. Gingery stated the new system is working great and giving accurate readings.  They had some tanks pulled up and soil samples and can now backfill since they no longer remove soil.  Worst case scenario is they will have to install monitoring wells if test come back badly and the wells would need monitoring for leeching.    Mr. Massey stated he would be willing to assist if the County with documentation for removal of the underground storage tanks and Mr. Waldrop will request a cost should it become an issue.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:17 p.m.
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