BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING 

April 14, 2020

The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, April 14, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was held live on Facebook due to Shelter in Place protocol stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Nix and Martin along with County Attorney, Barry Fleming and County Manager Merv Waldrop were also in attendance.

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Commissioner Abrams motioned for approval of the minutes from the March 10th, 11th, 23rd and April 1st meetings.  County Manager Waldrop noted a correction to the March 10th minutes to the Commissioners and Commissioner Martin seconded for approval and motion was passed 5-0.

Bids were then opened for the Concession Building Concrete Apron pour.  They are as follows:

	BIDDER
	BID

	De Ralco, Inc.
	$115,211.00

	CCI
	$ 39,000.00

	Urey Companies, LLC
	$ 48,883.83

	Tim Lanier Construction
	$ 60,725.00



Bids were referred to the Finance Committee.  Commissioner Abrams inquired into why local companies were not bidding.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The sole bid for the Concession Building Millwork was from Augusta Sash & Door in the amount of $25,959.00.  Bid was referred to the Finance Committee and to Loren Barnhart, Facility Director for review.

The next item on the agenda was a request from Burke County Sheriff’s Office to create a dispatch center in the basement of the Judicial Center.  Chief Blanchard requested to table this request until the May 12, 2020 meeting as the County is currently seeking bids for the completion of this project.

The Commissioners then considered a request from the Board of Health to approve an increase of fees for services provided by the local health department.  The Board of Health has already approved the new fee schedule.   Commissioner Deloach motioned to accept the new fee schedule and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Commissioners then heard from Marian Jackson, Tax Commissioner, regarding Hazard Pay for her employees working during the Covid-19 State of Emergency.  Ms. Jackson requested a $5.00 / hour increase or 25% of annual salary, whichever was greater.  Attorney Fleming stated that Burke County would not be reimbursed for the cost of hazard pay from FEMA due to the fact it is not allocated for in the County’s current policy.  County Manager Waldrop stated no other departments were receiving hazard pay.  There was no motion made on this request.

Chief Sanders, EMA Director, then provided updates on the severe weather event on April 13, 2020 and COVID-19.  Chief Sanders stated there was extensive damage throughout the County.  They are working closely with the Augusta Chapter of the American Red Cross, GEMA / Homeland Security and several local disaster relief teams.  Chief Sanders then stated they have received 255 EMA calls, 60 of which were possible or confirmed positive COVID-19 cases, with 55 transported.   The greatest hurdles are now asymptomatic patients and persons who are still not practicing the requirements put out by the CDC.   Chief Sanders stated all Burke County agencies continue to work side by side and that to date, no EMA employees have tested positive.  Commissioner Nix expressed sincere gratitude on behalf of the Commissioners. 

Gina Richardson, Department of Public Health, updated on COVID-19.  She stated to date, there are 28 confirmed positive cases and 1 death.  She added that on April 9, 2020 Burke County added a drive thru testing site at Burke County Middle School.  Persons still need an appointment prior to arrival and test results are coming back in 24-48 hours.

Tiffany Varnadoe, Burke County Medical Center, stated they continue to be busy in the Emergency Room, however there is a decline in outpatient services as they are only performing diagnostic testing due to COVID-19.   They continue to have only one entry into the Medical Center with no patient visitors, except in extreme cases.  She stated recommendations are constantly evolving and changing.  Obtaining PPE remains an issue however they are working with other agencies to obtain what they are needing as they look for a surge in May.  Currently BCMC COVID-19 test results are returned in 30 hours.

Commissioner Abrams inquired on the status of the repairs needed to one of the hospital wings and Ms. Varnadoe stated work has been ordered, however due to COVID-19 the contractors are backlogged.  She is hoping things will ease up in the next week to get the repairs completed in anticipation of the May surge.

Commissioner Nix then motioned for the Commissioners to approve the waiving of permit fees associated to any rebuilding due to the severe weather event and to waive the landfill tipping fees for storm debris.  Commissioner Deloach seconded and the motion carried unanimously.

Chief Lewis Blanchard, Burke County Sheriff’s Office updated they have been busy assisting with storm cleanup.  He stated there are currently no confirmed positive COVID-19 cases within the Department and that there are no pending tests.  BCSO is adhering to strict policies concerning the virus.  Chief Blanchard stated house parties that exceed guidelines and speeding remain their top priorities.

Commissioner Martin then requested the landfill open on Saturdays to help residents with disposing of debris from the storm.  It was unanimously agreed upon to open the landfill for the next four Saturday’s to accommodate this.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM.
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