BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

March 10, 2020

The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Nix and Martin along with County Attorney, Adam Nelson and County Manager Merv Waldrop were also in attendance.

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Commissioner Abrams motioned for approval of the minutes from the February 11th and 12th meetings.  Commissioner Martin seconded for approval and motion was passed 5-0.

Sheriff Williams, Chief Deputy Blanchard, and Chief Sanders, EMA, then recognized Deputy Brittany Nelson, Lt. Firefighter Kyle Tiller, and EMT/Firefighter Brett Ivey for their quick action to save a life from a burning vehicle on February 3, 2020.

Sheriff Williams and Chief Deputy Blanchard also recognized Lt. Brandon Reeves for finding a missing person with Dementia four miles from their residence on February 28, 2020.

The Commissioners then heard from Barbara Monkelbaan and her representative Tim Hollobaugh in reference to property purchased from a Burke County tax sale. Ms. Monkelbaan has not been able to gain possession of such property since purchasing and has incurred additional fees and legal hurdles and is asking the Commission for guidance and better disclosure protocols in these matters.  Discussion on purchase details was had between Ms. Monkelbaan, Burke County Tax Commissioner Marian Jackson and Mark White, Appalachian Mountain Services.  Commission Chair Kelly requested the discussion continue after the meeting with Mr. White, Ms. Jackson, Chief Deputy Blanchard, Attorney Nelson and the Commissioners to discuss options.

Tanner Knight addressed the Commissioners to request the opportunity to discuss contracting for janitorial cleaning services.  County Manager Waldrop stated if this is something the Board is wishing to consider they would need to put out a competition bid.  Board agreed to revisit this and discuss further.

The Commissioners then considered a request from East West LLC to rezone Parcel 122-013J from R-1 to A-1.  This parcel located on Griffin’s Landing Road near Girard and is owned by Tammy Flake. The Planning Commission has recommended approval.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the rezoning with Commissioner Martin seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

Bids for the Elevator Maintenance Contract were then opened.  Bids are as follows:

	BIDDER
	BID PER YEAR 
	5 YEAR COST

	GA Elevator
	$3,000.00
	$15,000.00

	Schindler Elevator
	$24,240.00
	$128,693.47

	Thryssenkrup Elevator
	$30,960.00
	$154,800.00



Bids were referred to the Finance Committee for approval. 

The next bid on the agenda was for the concession building concrete apron pour however no bids were received.  The Finance Committee is to discuss re-bidding.

Bids for the Courthouse Renovation Project, Phase II were then opened.  Bids are as follows:



	BIDDER
	BID

	MMI Construction
	$216,000.00

	WBM Construction
	$308,000.00



Bids were referred to the Finance Committee for approval.

Proposals for On-Call Architectural Services were then opened from the following:
	
· Studio 3 Design Group
· Dickinson Architects
· Carter Watkins Associates

Copies of submitted proposals will be made and a date and time for interviews will be set up.

The Recreation Department then requested to fill vacancies and any subsequent vacancies that occur due to internal promotions.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the request with Commissioner Nix seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

Mr. Emmanuel Larkin, Jr., Area Director of the Georgia Retired Educators Association then requested the Commission to waive the rental fee for the Association’s Regional Meeting.   Mr. Larkin stated that presently the Burke County Retired Educators Association utilizes the Senior Center Building the first Thursday of every month, paying no fees, however there is a conflict for the August 13, 2020 meeting.  Mr. Larkin is requesting the Board approve a waiver of the $500 rental for the Office Park Auditorium.  The group is offering to pay the $150 deposit.  Commissioner Deloach motioned to waive the rental fee of the Office Park Auditorium and Commissioner Nix seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Commissioners considered the approval of the Resolution adopting the Joint Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan.  This plan needs updating every five years and the CSRA Regional Commission has prepared and submitted the plan, with updated documentation, to GEMA for review.  This is a prerequisite to receive disaster funding from FEMA.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the Resolution with Commissioner Martin seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

 The Commissioners then heard from Dr. Wayne Hickman and Pastor Greene on Empower Our Youth Committee.  The Committee is requesting the Commission to authorize an allocation of $60,000 for paying a portion of the salary / benefits for a Community Engagement Specialist, as well as serving as the official employer of the position.  This amount matches the funding approved by the Burke County Board of Education, Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) Federal Grant.  Commission Chair Kelly requested Dr. Hickman send Mr. Waldrop an action plan and that they meet at a later date to discuss a plan of action.

Next, the Commissioners heard a request from the Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson, to waive penalty and interest on Parcel 029A-007 which has been on the delinquent property tax list for years.  There is an interested purchaser who is willing to pay the back taxes however, the collection fees, penalties and interest make it difficult to dispose of at tax sale.    Ms. Jackson states the amount to be waived is $3,201.17.  This property will go back on the tax sale, without penalties and interest.  All tax money due will be recovered.  Commissioner Abrams made a motion to waive the penalty and interest on said property with Commissioner Deloach making the second.  Motion passed 5-0.

Next, the Commissioners needed to accept the Resolution supporting HB 309 – Local Government Infrastructure Finance Authority Act.  Senator Stone is bringing the Bill before the Georgia General Assembly to create two authorities to provide financing for local government infrastructure projects.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the Resolution and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

Mr. Rensieabell Cobb addressed the Board concerning Cobb Road and his continued frustration with the amount of time it is taking to get the road paved.  He stated he would continue to address the Board until the situation has been rectified.  Mr. Nelson stated the appraisal should be received soon and then the County can move to the next step of obtaining right-of ways or condemnation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Raymond Brinson addressed the Board concerning the condition Idlewood Munnerlyn Road.

Mr. Jordan addressed the Board concerning William Tinley Road southside.  Thanked Commission and Road Department for gravel that was put on the road recently. Mr. Waldrop informed Mr. Jordan that the survey has been complete, and some right-of-way’s have been received.  Mr. Waldrop stated he would put Mr. Jordan in touch with Jesse Burke, Road Department, as to who has given rights-of-way.

Loren Barnhart gave accolades to his housekeeping team and stated he was open to suggestions to continue to work efficiently.  Mr. Barnhart was disappointed there was no bid for the concrete apron at the Recreation Center.  However, stated the concession project is currently under budget.
 
Philip Wren, Chief Appraiser, stated his department is busy with the 2020 Digest.

Molly Olsen, Development Authority, was pleased to report the sale of the spec building to Hart Dairy Manufacturing facility.  She stated the Authority is currently working to ensure the Dairy has utilities and infrastructure and should be adding jobs in the Fall 2020 or early 2021.  Commissioner Abrams requested contact be made with the Georgia Legislature, media, etc. to bring attention for the continued need of a railroad system.  Mr. Waldrop stated it would be a good time to mention to Senator Stone and Gloria Frazier how important this is to Burke County.

Rolene Rowell, Recreation Department, stated their basketball season is ending and their softball / baseball practices are behind schedule due to the weather.  She has hired a new Office Manager and Facilities Manager who she believes will take the department to a new level.  She stated the County Wellness Program is having its Kickoff Lunch Walk March 18th from 11am – 1pm and have had 98 employees signed up so far.  Ms. Rowell stated she has received the bids for the Pickleball courts and has instructors in place.

Chief Sanders, EMA, stated Governor Kemp declared a State of Emergency for southern Georgia counties due to the massive amounts of rain received recently.  He stated this means there is assistance with equipment and manpower, it is not a disaster declaration at this point.  He explained the process of obtaining a Federal Disaster Declaration, noting it was not a quick process. Chief Sanders also stated they were busy with everything Coronavirus.  The EMA is putting protocols in place and working closely with the hospital.  There have been no confirmed cases in Burke County yet.  Infectious control supplies are in shortage and difficult to obtain.

Rex Myers, Probate Judge, stated the current impounded grand jury has requested to do a tour on Thursday, March 12th and will submit a final report to Superior Court.  He also closely monitoring the Legislature which is currently in session debating the language that would drastically change concealed carry in county buildings, courthouses, and such.

Tiffany Varnadoe, CEO Burke Medical, stated they are dealing with the Coronavirus all day, every day and are busy getting protocols in place.  Calls are increasing and are actively working with the True Citizen in order to get information out to the public. The hospital is still working on their Sustainability Grant and are working on updating the clinic and therapy buildings, as well as updating the ER.  Updates should be finished in June 2020 and will be holding an Open House mid-April.

Chief Blanchard, Sheriff’s Office, stated their biggest concern this past month has been road conditions and working closely with other county departments to get them cleared.  The BCSO partnership with GADOT continues to be successful in proactively reducing crashes in the area.  Detention Center is the Department’s number one concern in dealing with the Coronavirus and new policies have been implemented in accepting new inmates.  BCSO has been focusing on trash sites and attempting to cut down on illegal dumping.  BCSO has completed its certification/accreditation process and is now a Certified State Agency for the State of Georgia.  Chief Blanchard ended by stating their agency is ready to assist in the Census in any way possible.  Commission Chair Kelly informed the room that the questionnaires would be mailed out on Thursday, March 12th to all addresses and that it can be filled out upon receipt. 


Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.
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