BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

February 11, 2020

The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Nix and Martin along with County Attorney, Adam Nelson and County Manager Merv Waldrop were also in attendance.

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

Mr. Nix motioned for approval of the minutes from the January 14th, 15th, February 6th, and February 8th meetings.  Mr. Martin seconded for approval and motion was passed 5-0.

The Commission then recognized Betty Jones for 33 years of service at the Recreation Department.  Rolene Rowell, Recreational Director, presented Ms. Jones with a service award and told of her many accomplishments during her tenure. Ms. Rowell invited everyone to attend a Drop In Retirement reception for Ms. Jones and Mr. Purvis Brown on Tuesday, February 8, 2020 from 5 pm – 7 pm at the Waynesboro Ice Plant.

Lea Gerlach of the Complete Count Committee then gave a report on the Committee’s preparations for the 2020 Census.  She states they have been working on awareness, targeting the “hard to count” populations, as well as working with schools, churches, and senior centers. Pat Steele, also with the Census Committee, stated the multiple RV parks will be a challenge and called upon the Commission to work on ideas, such as hiring youth, to ensure these parks are represented in the Census count.  

Next, the final reading of Ordinance 20-01 amending Solar Farm regulations was read.  The Ordinance would allow solar farms by right in industrial zoned districts with added design standards and allow solar farms in Ag zones by conditional use.  Such Ordinance will take effect immediately.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to adopt the Ordinance and Commissioner DeLoach seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Commission then considered a request to rezone Parcel 063-038 from A-1 to R-1.  This parcel located on Hwy 25 just North of Brier Creek is owned by Eddie J. Taylor and the Planning Commission has recommended approval.  Commissioner DeLoach motioned to approve the rezoning with Commissioner Nix seconding.  Motion passed 5-0.

Bids for two (2) Type III EMS Vehicles were then opened.  Bids are as follows:

	BIDDER
	BID 
	EXTENDED PRICE

	First Class Emergency Vehicles
	$135,583
	$271,166

	Fesco Emergency Sales
	$148,960
	$297,920



Bids were referred to the Finance Committee for approval. 

The Commission then considered a request from Gene Williams of 267 Long Road, Girard, for approval of a Class C Alcohol License.  Mr. Williams meets the distance requirement, has a good background, and there are no objections from neighbors, however, does not meet the food service requirement.  Commissioner Nix motioned approval of the request contingent on Mr. Williams obtaining / presenting his food service permit from the Health Department.  Commissioner Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.

Next, EMA Director Rusty Sanders is requesting to increase the ambulance service rates.  According to Chief Sanders, the County is not receiving all the funding available from Medicare and insurance companies, putting a burden on taxpayers.  The recommended rates would still be lower than other services in the region. An increase has not been approved since at least 2005.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve the increase in service rates and Commissioner Martin made the second.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Sheriff’s Office then requested to advertise / fill a maintenance mechanic position that will become vacant due to a retiring employee.  Commissioner Abrams motioned to approve the request and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed 5-0.

The Commission then considered a proposal from the Finance Committee to revise the County’s purchasing procedures.  Chairman Kelly suggested a work session to compare what is in place now versus what is being presented, as well as getting input from department heads in March.  Commissioner Nix motioned to approve a work session and Commissioner Martin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Next was a continuance of hearing on appeal of termination.  The Commission agreed to move this item to the end of the meeting in order to enter an Executive Session at that time.

Mr. Rensieabell Cobb addressed the Board concerning Cobb Road and his frustration with the amount of time it is taking to rectify the situation at hand.  He stated it is difficult for emergency and delivery vehicles to pass and that the County’s Road Department is doing all they can do but requesting the Commission move things along quickly.  Commissioner Abrams inquired the status of the Cobb Road paving and Manager Waldrop stated survey’s have been completed and the next step would be appraisals and obtaining right-of-way from landowner which all takes time.

Mr. Joe Moran addressed the Commissioners regarding several 3 and 4 wheelers, as well as dirt bikes continually riding up and down the roads in Morris Village at high rates of speed, asking if there were some sort of law about this or if an Ordinance could be made.  Chairman Kelly referred to Chief Blanchard for guidance regarding laws or ordinances and Chief explained the current regulations.  Chief Blanchard stated he would meet with Mr. Moran after to discuss in further detail.

Philip Wren, Chief Appraiser, stated his department is busy with property appraisals.  They are currently involved in a Settlement Conference and attempting to work towards a resolution without heading to court.

Jesse Burke, Road Department, stated his department continues to work on the wash outs and damage from the recent heavy rains.  Five roads that were closed have been re-opened.  He stated trash removal remains an issue.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Radeta Smith, Clerk of Court, stated her office is now processing 100% of the traffic citations as well as taking credit card payment.  It has streamlined payments and it is going well.  She stated online payments are working successfully as well.

Chief Sanders, EMA, reported they will be having Vogtle practice exercises on February 25, 2020 at Headquarters and invited Commissioners to attend and observe.  Also stated their FEMA evaluation would be May 19, 2020.  

Rolene Rowell, Recreation Department, stated they are gearing up for a busy season.  Spring sports are beginning, and basketball all-stars are in full swing.  She is currently interviewing candidates for the Facilities Manager position.  She stated the deadline for pickleball court bids courts is approaching and she is hoping the new concession building will be operational the end of March.

Chairman Kelly then acknowledged newly appointed Probate Judge, Rex Myers.  Judge Myers indicated he took office February 3, 2020 and has been getting acclimated in his new position.  He stated he will be busy working on getting Probate Court processes more streamlined and computerized.  

Chief Blanchard, Sheriff’s Office, provided each Commissioner with the BCSO 2019 Annual Report expressing the County experienced a 50% lower crime rate, even though it did have four murders.  Overall, BCSO is happy with the report.  Chief Blanchard stated trash within the County continues to be overwhelming.  He recommended forming a committee made from landfill, code enforcement, BCSO personnel as well as citizens to address the issue.  Chief Blanchard stated that BCSO works closely with the Road Department removing animal carcasses. 

At approximately 7:06 pm, Commissioner Nix moved for the Board to enter Executive Session to discuss the Appeal of Termination and Commissioner DeLoach seconded.  The motion passed 5-0 and the Board entered Executive Session.

After their discussion concluded, Mr. Nix moved to go back into regular session.  Mr. DeLoach seconded the motion.  The motion passed with all in favor.  Chairman Kelly stated no action was taken concerning the personnel matter in Executive Session.

Mr. Nix moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an Executive Session affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. DeLoach gave the second.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM.
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