BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
November 20, 2019
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 4:00 PM in the Commissioners Conference Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also, in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Martin and Nix.  County Manager Merv Waldrop was at the meeting as well.
The first item of business was the conducting of interviews of Water and Sewer Engineering Services.  The first firm interviewed was Turnipseed Engineers.  Mr. John McClellan and Mr. Kenny Green presented information regarding their company’s history stating they specialize in water / waste water and have experience concerning intergovernmental agreements.  They stated they would be a trusted advisor for the County.  There was a brief question and answer session between the commissioners and the representatives.
Next, Mr. Will Buchanan, Trevor Wimberly, and Richard Laschober of Johnson, Laschober & Associates (JLA) gave their presentation.  They stated they possess vast experience and pride themselves with having all design and development disciplines under one roof.  They would like to build a good working relationship with Burke County and develop the County’s vision.  A brief question and answer session followed.
Wesley Parker with Parker Engineering presented next.  Mr. Parker stated his firm was geared toward small town projects and utilized local contractors, if possible.  He presented specifics on past projects.  Mr. Brett Bennett accompanied Mr. Parker to give his personal recommendation / experience of the firm.  A brief question and answer session followed.
Next the Commissioners heard from Kyle Titus, Mitch Freeman, and Courtney Reich with Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood, Inc.  Mr. Titus stated they are a comprehensive, regional architectural / engineering firm.  They want to understand the vision and needs of the County.  Question and answers followed.
The final interview was with Mr. Stacey Gordon, President, of Zimmerman, Evans & Leopold, Inc. (ZEL) Mr. Gordon stated water / wastewater is most of their work scope.  They build lasting relationships and give solutions while maintaining a common-sense approach.  A brief question and answer session followed.

About 6:30 the Board moved on to the next item of business, to adopt the millage rates for 2019 Ad Valorem Taxes.  The Manager explained that the rates are the same as last year except for a slight decrease in the incorporated rated due to the Insurance Premium Tax rollback.  He also noted there was not enough growth in the Digest to require a notice of tax increase. The Manager stated the rates needed to sustain the budget would be:

	Unincorporated Areas
	5.897

	Incorporated Areas
	6.130

	Fire District
	2.696

	School Board
	13.701


Mr. Deloach motioned to adopt the millage rates presented and Mr. Nix seconded the motion.  Motion passed 5-0.
The Commissioners then discussed the approval the of the Five-Year Capital Plan for the Airport.  This plan needs to be approved for DOT / FAA funding.  The Commissioners discussed amending the plan to move the installation of the Fuel Facility from year 2022 to 2021.  Mr. Nix motioned to approve the Five-Year Capital plan with the amendment moving the installation of the fuel facility to 2021.  Commissioner Deloach made the second and motion passed 5-0.
The final item on the agenda was the approval of the Airport Layout Plan.  This plan is an updated, long-term plan.  The deadline for submitting the plan to DOT / FAA is by year’s end.  Commissioner Martin made the motion to approve the Airport Layout Plan and Commissioner Abrams made the second.  Motion passed 5-0.
Discussion was then held by the Commissioners to decide on the Water / Sewer Engineering firm.  A vote was taken with Turnipseed Engineering receiving its sole vote from Commissioner Kelly.  A vote was then taken for Parker Engineering.   Commissioners Deloach, Abrams, Martin and Nix extended their votes to Parker Engineering.  Selection of Parker Engineering was approved 4-1.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm.
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