BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
October 29, 2019
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, October 29, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Meeting Room.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Jr., and Evans Martin were present.  Also, in attendance was Commissioner Elect Tommy Nix and Merv Waldrop, County Manager.  
The first item on the agenda was adoption of the FY 2020 Budget.  Vice Chairman Kelly noted that the Board has worked diligently on the budget and is ready to adopt a balanced budget.  Manager Waldrop stated revisions were made to reflect the positions allocated to the Sheriff’s Office to include two detention facility employees and two officers previously accepted by the Board.  Mr. Waldrop also stated that the adopted Budget will not require an increase in the tax millage rate.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the Budget Resolution.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
Next the Board selected finalists for the County’s Consulting Engineering firm. The consensus of the Board was to interview five firms.  Those selected were:

Turnipseed Engineers
JLA & Associated

Parker Engineering

GMC

ZEL Engineering

The Board then discussed placing a 90-day Moratorium on Solar Farm Construction Permits.   The Planning Committee has requested the Moratorium so they may address zoning ordinances due to issues that have arisen. Solar Farms were originally allowed in Agriculture and Industrial zones and now are infringing upon Residential zoned properties.  Commissioner Martin made the motion to place a 90-day Moratorium on Solar Farm Construction Permits with Commissioner Abrams making the second.  The motion passed 3-0.
The Board then discussed the status of the road improvements on Cobb and William Tinley Roads.  Mr. Waldrop stated Right of Ways have been received from a few of the landowners on both roads.  Commissioners Abrams and Martin stated the County needs to look at paving roads “as is” in lieu of asking for Right of Ways from property owners.  They stated additional road improvements need to be directed towards highly traveled, well populated areas.  Manager Waldrop recommended making decisions on a “case by case” scenario. 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:24 a.m.
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