BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BUDGET HEARING
October 21, 2019
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Monday, October 21, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room.  Present at this meeting were Commissioners Terri Lodge Kelly, Evans Martin, Lucious Abrams, and Commissioner Elect Tommy Nix.  Also in attendance was County Manager, Merv Waldrop.  
The first item of business was to hear from the public concerning the FY 2020 budget.  Mr.  Ronald Reed, resident of District 1, stated he had some issues concerning the budget and felt there were some erroneous figures. After several minutes of discussion between Mr. Reed, Mr. Waldrop and BCSO Chief Blanchard concerning specific line items, Mr. Waldrop and Chief Blanchard stated they would be willing to meet with Mr. Reed and review his concerns outside of the hearing.

The next item discussed was the adding of Sheriff Office positions.  Mr. Waldrop reiterated to the Board that there is $120,000 allocated for two positions to include salary and benefits.  Chief Blanchard stated they are looking for seven additional positions.  After open discussion, Mr. Waldrop instructed the Board they must decide on the number of positions they are willing to allot.  Commissioner Abrams motioned for four positions, with Commissioner Martin making the second.  Vice Chairman Lodge went on record stating she was only supporting the two positions.  The motion for four positions passed 2-1 with Commissioner Lodge voting against the motion.  
There were no other comments concerning the budget.  

The County Manager reminded everyone that the Budget was scheduled for adoption at a called meeting on October 29, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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