BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR MEETING

September 10, 2019

The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman, Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach and Martin.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and County Manager Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  

The County Manager gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on August 13th, 14th, 22nd, 29th and September 4, 2019.   Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  

Next, Katherine Fouche with the local DAR chapter presented the Proclamation for Constitution Week in Burke County.  The Proclamation, which denotes September 17-23, 2019 as Constitution Week was read by Mr. Waldrop.  Mr. Deloach made motion to approve the Proclamation with a second made by Mr. Martin.  Motion passed on a 4 to 0 vote.

The Commissioners then heard from Kay Proctor with details on the audit of County Financial Statements.  It was stated this was a transition year with the report looking a bit different than usual. Commissioners were given a copy of the report and Ms. Proctor addressed certain items of interest.  She stated she looked forward to working closely with the Finance Director. 

The Board then considered a request to rezone portions of parcels 100-39 and 100-39A from A1 to CC Crossroads Commercial.  The Planning Committee was unable to obtain a second on their motion to grant the request at a public hearing.  Chris Walheim with Teramore Development and Senator Jesse Stone spoke favor of rezoning the parcels, along with the property owner stating there were no issues.  Opposition was made by Rickie Smith stating there was no representation from District 4.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the rezoning of said parcels from A1 to CC stating the Commission must do what is fair and right.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and the request was passed 4-0.

After that, the Board considered a request to rezone parcel 065B-043 from OI to R1 owned by  Jerry and Barbara Cluckey, who are requesting the old radio station on Lover’s Lane to be rezoned in order for them to reside in the existing homesite.  Mr. Waldrop stated the existing antenna, owned by Zimmerman Communication, is still in use and would be for the foreseeable future.  Attorney Fleming advised the Commissioners to direct the issue back to the Planning Committee due to the changes that would need made in ordinances.  Mr. Deloach made the motion to redirect this issue back to the Planning Committee to look at options and Mr. Martin made the second.  Motion passed 4-0. 

The next item of business was a bid opening for Road Marking Paint & Beads.  The only bid came in as follows:

	BIDDER
	FAST DRYING YELLOW 
	FAST DRYING WHITE
	
GLASS BEADS

	
	PER GALLON
	
PER GALLON
	
PER POUND

	ENNIS FLINT INC
	 $        10.25 
	
  $      9.82
	
  $       .49



This bid was referred to the Finance Committee for review.

The Commissioners then opened bids for the Front Loader Diesel and Front Loader CNG garbage trucks. The bids came in as follows:

	FRONT LOADER DIESEL GARBAGE TRUCK

		BIDDER
	BID
	ALT BID

	CAROLINA ENVIRONMENTAL
	$255,268.00
	

	NU LIFE ENVIRONMENTAL
	$235,907.00
	

	BRIDGEPORT MFG
	$226,989.00
	

	VANGUARD TRUCK CENTERS
	$262,508.28
	$248,009.28

	PETERBUILT
	$240,995.00
	






	FRONT LOADER CNG GARBAGE TRUCK

		BIDDER
	BID
	ALT BID

	CAROLINA ENVIRONMENTAL
	$315,663.00
	

	BRIDGEPORT MFG
	$284,168.00
	

	VANGUARD TRUCK CENTERS
	$310,420.60
	$288,928.60


	PETERBUILT
	$296,965.00
	






These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for action.

After that, the Commission opened bids for Sheriff’s Office vehicles.  The bids are listed below:

	HEAVY DUTY PICKUP TRUCK

		BIDDER
	BID

	O C WELCH
	$35,438.40

	GERALD JONES FORD
	$29,733.00

	BRANNEN MOTOR CO
	$29,940.00

	WADE FORD INC
	$29,488.00







	2020 POLICE PURSUIT UTILITY VEHICLE

		BIDDER
	BID
	ALT BID

	O C WELCH
	$33,052.70
	

	GERALD JONES FORD
	$32,736.00
	$36,548.00 ECO BOOST

	BRANNEN MOTOR CO
	$33,300.00
	

	WADE FORD INC
	$36,381.00
	







	2020 FULL SIZE SUV PPV

		BIDDER
	BID

	O C WELCH
	$37,172.40

	GERALD JONES FORD
	$36,839.00

	BRANNEN MOTOR CO
	$34,600.00







	2020 PURSUIT RATED 4X4 POLICE PICKUP TRUCK

		BIDDER
	BID

	O C WELCH
	$38,519.80

	GERALD JONES FORD
	$35,616.00

	BRANNEN MOTOR CO
	$36,500.00

	WADE FORD INC
	$36,463.00







	2020 4X4 CREW CAB PICKUP TRUCK

		BIDDER
	BID

	O C WELCH
	$31,221.40

	GERALD JONES FORD
	$32,292.00

	BRANNEN MOTOR CO
	$32,300.00

	WADE FORD INC
	$30,594.00






All bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review.


Next, bids were opened for the Sealing and Restriping the Office Park.  The bids received are below:

	SEALING AND RESTRIPING OFFICE PARK

		BIDDER
	BID

	HARPER LINE STRIPING
	$16,665.00

	TIM LANIER CONSTRUCTION
	$53,500.00

	ELLIS WOOD CONTRACTING
	$49,000.00






These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review.

Bids for the Microsoft Office 365 Renewal were then opened and are as follows:


	MICROSOFT OFFICE 365 RENEWAL

		BIDDER
	BID

	E MAZZANTI TECHNOLOGIES
	$51,701.76

	PCM
	$55,479.60

	SHI INTERNATIONAL
	$59,386.32

	SOFTCHOICE CORPORATION
	$55,587.84

	INNOVA CONSULTING
	$51,321.60

	HPI INTERNATIONAL INC
	$53,856.00

	CLOUD NAVIGATOR
	$57,024.00

	CORSICA TECHNOLOGIES
	$58,608.00






These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review.

Next on the Agenda, a budget amendment for the Accountability courts was heard.  Due to increased activity in DUI court, their cost for drug testing has increased and are requesting the $4,974.38 left in the salaries, overtime and computer software budgets be moved.  Such action will leave the FY 19 budget balanced.   Mr. Martin made the motion to move the funds accordingly and Mr. Abrams seconded.  The motion passed 4-0.

The Board then discussed filling vacancies on the Burke County Development Authority as three representatives (Dub Harper, Billy Hopper and Clint Meeks) are not seeking reappointment.  Charles Green is willing to serve another term.  Mollie Olson with the Development Authority asked the Board to consider Matthew Jenkins and Henry Hopkins for two of the vacant positions, stating they met the core values of the Authority.  Mr. Martin moved that Don Crawford be appointed to fill the position currently held by Dub Harper.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it was passed 4-0.   Mr. Deloach then made the motion to table the appointment of the remaining two representatives until it can be further discussed.  Motion to table the additional appointments was seconded by Mr. Abrams and all were in favor.

Next, the Board discussed filling of expiring terms on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Bynes, District 2 and Mr. Lively, District 5 currently hold these positions and are willing to serve another four years if the Commissioners desire.  Mr. Deloach motioned for the approval of Mr. Bynes and Mr. Lively to continue their representation on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed 4-0.

The next item of the agenda was the approval of the contract with MetLife for employee Dental Insurance.  The Board tentatively approved providing basic dental insurance coverage for all full time County employees at a potential total cost of $90,000/year.  Employees would have the option to add family coverage at their own expense, through payroll deduction.  Abrams motioned to approve the coverage.  Mr. Martin seconded and the motion passed unanimously.

Vernon Jordan addressed the Board, requesting an update on the North and South ends of William Tinley Road.  Mr. Jordan was told the survey on the South end has been completed and residents should be on the lookout for information pertaining to Right of Way donation.  The North end of William Tinley Road is undergoing grading and will see construction to soon begin.

The Commissioners then heard from Rensieabell Cobb who wanted to know the status of Cobb Road.  The Manager reported that the project survey will be done by Steve Bargeron.  Several property owners were in attendance and were asked to spread the word to others on the need of Right of Way donation.

EMA Director, Rusty Sanders, reported that they were busy during Hurricane Dorian with the Southeast receiving minimal damage and the County being unscathed.  Burke County agencies were all prepared and on-call, with the Health Department being sent to Richmond County to assist with evacuees.   Sanders stated from November 2018 to August 2019 his department had 4600 EMA service calls, 800 fire calls and the EMS building brought in $1.34 million.

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they are working on maintenance of dirt roads, ditches, replacing pipes, cutting grass and bushes.  He noted his department will begin painting the County’s edge lines once an approval has been given for paint.  He added that they are resurfacing Springhill Church Road and roads in Green’s Cut and have put crush and run down on Cobb and Sandy Branch Roads.

Brandon Hargrove, the CEO for the Hospital Authority, stated that he appreciates the continued support from the Commissioners.  He added that they averaged 6.5 patients per day last month and a total of 954 patients at the rural health clinic, which is a 30% increase.  There were a total of 64 hospital admissions and 568 ER visits.   Weekend visits have increased 50%.  He stated participation in events such as the Color Run are high and he is continuing work on the Hopkins Corner Clinic and ensuring services such as cardio and gynecological services are available within the County.  He also noted that BCMS housed 70 patients / evacuees on Labor Day during Hurricane Dorian, while working closely with Keysville Nursing Home. Commissioner Kelly thanked him for such good service and for handling the evacuees from the hurricane.

Mollie Olson with the Development Authority stated they have relaunched the Industrial Round Table as there was such a need and demand for networking.  They had a total of 18 people.  They are currently working with Columbia/Richmond/Jenkins counties on launching an apprentice program with the schools and for unemployed/displaced workers.  Commissioner Kelly requested an update on the apprentice program.

Chief Magistrate Wimberly stated he is having court Tuesday thru Friday and appreciates the new rooms in the courthouse.  He stated code enforcement was not issuing citations per Scott Lee’s decision, as two of the three dump trucks are inoperable.  Commissioner Kelly stated the County was trying to rectify this issue.

Scott Lee, Planning, stated they had issued and average of 4-6 new home permits and 6-8 mobile home permits per month.

Facility Maintenance Director, Loren Barnhart, reported that the new roof on the cotton warehouse and the flooring in the library both look good.  He stated the footers for the new concession building at the recreation department should be completed by the weekend.  He stated lawn maintenance was behind, however he thanked Chief Blanchard for the use of inmate labor in catching up.  Commissioner Kelly thanked Mr. Barnhart and his department for their continued hard work.

Chief Deputy, Lewis Blanchard, gave the report from the Sheriff’s Department.  He noted he is working closely with Mr. Lee, Planning, and Mr. Burke, Public Works, on the dumping issues within the County.  He stated thanks to public tips/apps/social media, they have been able to crack down on gang and drug activity.  He also stated that the Department’s conviction rate of these violent crimes has increase to over 80% from 2017’s conviction rate of 30%.

At this time, Mr. Martin moved that the Board go into an Executive Session to discuss a legal matter and a personnel matter.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion carried with all in favor.  

After the discussion concluded, Mr. Abrams moved to go back into Regular Session.  Mr. Martin offered to second the motion which passed 4 to 0.  The Attorney announced that the Board had discussed one legal matter and one personnel matter and that no decisions were made.  Mr. Martin moved to authorize the Vice-Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Abrams seconded this motion.  It passed unanimously.  



[bookmark: _GoBack]Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM.
 

_____________________________			______________________________
Terri Lodge Kelly, Vice-Chairman			Lucious Abrams


______________________________		______________________________
George Deloach 					Evans Martin	

				
								
Merv Waldrop, Manager

