BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BUDGET WORKSESSION
August 22, 2019
The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a Budget Worksession on Thursday, August 22, 2019 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Terri Kelly.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams and Martin.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; Sheriff Alfonzo Williams; Chief Deputy, Lewis Blanchard; Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson and County Manager, Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well. 
First the Board heard from Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren.  He noted that he has been with the County over 10 years and the Commissioners have been good to their office and given us the tools needed to keep property values accurate.  He pointed out some disparities in salaries between his staff and other departments of the County.  He stated that the salary for Appraiser I’s is low for the region.  He added that an executive assistant in another department is in the pay scale at grade 21, which is higher than most department heads.  We all need a pay increase was his conclusion.  
After that Sheriff Williams and Chief Blanchard made their requests to the Board.  Sheriff Williams stated that when he got elected he promised to cut response times on calls to 12 to 15 minutes.  He added that we need more patrol officers.  He defended his salary and the job that the Sheriff’s Office is doing.  He pointed out the reduction in crime statistics in the County.  Chief Blanchard stated that we need more deputies to be accredited.  He asked for 8 more deputies and 2 more positions at the Detention Center.  He added that if the Board would just give them $120,000 they could fund the positions needed.  

Next, Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson, addressed the Commissioners with her budget request.  She noted improvements at the Tax Commissioners Office over the last 7 years.  Mrs. Jackson stated that they are still trying to improve the office.  All she is asking for is a salary supplement of $15,000.  She stated that she has proven herself worthy.    
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.
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