BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AIRPORT COMMITTEE

June 3, 2019
The Airport Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Monday, June 3, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Conference Room.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman George Deloach. Other Committee Members present were Commissioners Terri Lodge Kelly and Evans Martin.  Also in attendance were Amanda Hill of MaesAwyr, LLC and Merv Waldrop, County Manager.  Also in attendance was an airport tenant, Chris Collins.  
The first item on the agenda was to review the bids on the Taxiway Project. The bid opening on May 30 resulted in the following bids:
	BIDDER
	 PRICE 

	SIKES BROTHERS, INC
	 $                  2,037,323.75 

	BEAM'S CONTRACTING
	 $                  2,615,562.09 

	REEVES CONSTRUCTION
	 $                  2,412,293.30 


The Manager reported that all bidders meet the specs and there is no reason that we shouldn’t go with the low bid.  Mr. Martin moved to award the bid to Sikes Brothers Construction at $2,037,323.75.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion passed on a vote of 3 to 0.  
The next Amanda Hill gave an update on the Airport Layout Plan.  She noted that the plan is in FAA review currently.  Once we get their comments we will bring it before the County Commission for final approval and the Chairman’s signature.  The Committee asked about the timing for the AWOS and obstruction clearance projects.  It was noted that the DOT has approved an allocation of funds for obstruction clearance for the coming fiscal year.  Ms. Hill reminded the Committee to be sure to get enough property for the AWOS as well as removing the trees from the south side of the runway.  The group also discussed offering to purchase the trees from the Joiner Property on the east end of the runway.
Next the Committee discussed a proposed cell tower to be constructed on Neely Circle about a mile and a half northeast of the end of the runway.  It would be about 200 feet tall and could cause some trouble for pilots using the airport, noted Ms. Hill.  She added that it is in FAA review now but would likely come with recommendations.  It would be up to the County using local ordinances to stop the tower if it was encroaching on the airspace of the airport.  She suggested adding an Airport Protection Zone to our Zoning Ordinance.  
After that, the Committee discussed a farm lease for 22 acres of airport property that extends into fields that are being cultivated by Chris Collins.  The lease amount proposed was $50/acre and appeared to be reasonable based on dryland farm leases in the area.  The item was tabled to allow the County’s airport consultant to review to see if we needed any special provisions not normally included in standard farm leases.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:26 p.m.
_____________________________


______________________________

George Deloach, Committee Chairman

Terri Lodge Kelly, Commissioner
______________________________

______________________________

Evans Martin, Commissioner



Merv Waldrop, Manager
