BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION ON ANIMAL SHELTER
February 19, 2019
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 5:30 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  Animal Services Director, Chad Parrish and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well. 
First the Board heard from Nathan Ford who asked for a private meeting with the Commissioners.  The Administrator pointed out that all meetings must be public but the Board can go into executive session to discuss personnel or the purchase of property.  He added that they could discuss the proposed purchase of the Ford’s Animal Hospital in executive session but any decision would need to be made in public.  Mr. Ford then stated that the offer to sell the building to the County was withdrawn.  Dr. Sarah Ford, then came in and stated that she wants to talk about the direction of the Animal Services Department but not in open forum.  Dr. Ford went through a long list of concerns that she has ranging from not liking he design of the proposed shelter, to not being involved in the interviews for the County’s Animal Services Director and a desire to be a part of a permanent Animal Advisory Board.  She and her husband stated that they would be setting up individual meetings with the County Commissioners to discuss their concerns in detail.  The discussion continued on for almost an hour.
At about 6:20, Commissioner Martin moved to go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.

After the discussion concluded, Mr. Abrams moved to go back into open session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an executive session affidavit on behalf of the Commissioners.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM.
_____________________________


______________________________

Allen DeLaigle, Chairman



Lucious Abrams
______________________________

______________________________

George Deloach 




Terri Lodge Kelly

Evans Martin





Merv Waldrop, Administrator
