BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
January 15, 2019
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 at 4:30 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams and Martin.  Animal Services Director, Chad Parrish and County Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well. 
First the Board considered a budget amendment for the County Extension Office that will allow them to hire back Louise McClain on a temporary basis to help train the new Extension Office secretary.  The Administrator pointed out that the County Agent found money within his department to move around to come up with the $6500 needed.  He added that since this will change a salary line item, the Board must approve the budget amendment.  Mr. Martin moved to adopt the budget amendment to authorize part time help in the Extension Office.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion carried 3 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered a request from the Sheriff’s Office to authorize the purchase of three sedans from Ocie Welch Ford in Hardeeville, SC.  These cars are to replace the three Police Pursuit Utility Vehicles authorized to be purchased from Gerald Jones Ford on September 12th.  The original price for the PUV’s was $26,977.68 each.  Welch Ford’s price for the sedans is $25,650 each.  This is somewhat higher than the bid from Gerald Jones Ford for sedans at $22,776.68 but the Sheriff’s Office had stated that they could not get any more sedans or PUV’s from Gerald Jones at the prices bid in September.  The Board expressed concern that bids were opened in September but the cars were not ordered until January.  They were also concerned that we were being asked to award to a vendor which had not previously bid nor at the price accepted in the bid for the same vehicle.  Mr. Martin then made a motion to issue a purchase order to Ocie Welch Ford for three police sedans at $25,650 each.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it was approved with all three in favor.  
The Board then was presented a budget amendment to appropriate funds associated with the Governors Office of Highway Safety, H.E.A.T. Grant.  The Administrator reported that the funding had now been approved by the State.  The grant will only pay for one deputy position and the County will have to pay for two new deputies.  This is different that what the Board was told last June.  Now the three new positions were created and the deputies have been put on the payroll.  The funding in the grant award doesn’t match was we budgeted therefore a budget amendment will be needed and more money will have to be transferred to the Sheriff’s Office to make up the difference.  The budget amendment will require an additional $80,609 to cover the expenses of the program.  After some discussion on the topic, Mr. Abrams moved to approve the budget amendment for the HEAT grant.  Mr. Martin gave the second and the motion carried unanimously. Mr. Abrams added that all departments need to have their documents in order before any one is hired or equipment ordered.
Next the Board reviewed the proposed Animal Control Regulations.  The Administrator and Animal Services Director, Chad Parrish, went through the ordinance paragraph by paragraph to make sure the Commissioners understood what was being proposed.  They made some suggestions to make the regulations fit the County better.  Others in the audience asked questions and offered suggested changes to clarify and strengthen the ordinance.  It was suggested that strays be held for 5 days to allow for owners to come in a claim them.  Also the licensing requirement was opposed by most in attendance as a step too far too soon for Burke County.  It was noted that this ordinance would require owners of dogs and cats to maintain proof of vaccination for rabies.  The discussion got through about half of the regulations so the Board elected to schedule another worksession for next Tuesday January 22nd.   

Mr. Abrams then moved to go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.  
After discussing the matter, Mr. Abrams then moved to go back into open session and to authorize the Vice-Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board stating that one personnel matter had been discussed with no action taken.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it carried 3-0.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.
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