BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
September 11, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
Reverend Virgil Lynch of Pine Hill Baptist Church gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of eight meetings held on August 13th, 14th, 15th and 29th.   Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Administrator introduced Elvin Thompson of the United Way of the CSRA.  He addressed the Board thanking them and the County employees for their support through the years.  He noted that last year over 3000 citizens in Burke County were served by one of the United Way partners.  He stated that they serve children and senior citizens as well as everyone in between.  He added that they couldn’t do it without the County Commission’s leadership.

After that the Administrator recognized Chaddrick Parrish, the County’s Animal Services Director.  Mr. Parrish grew up in Burke County and has gotten certification as a Vet Technician.  He has recently been working at an animal hospital in Statesboro.  The Chairman welcomed him on behalf of the Board.  
The Commissioners then heard from the Reverend Virgil Lynch on behalf of the Pine Hill Baptist Church.  He asked for the Board to consider paving their road.  He presented pictures of dust covered vehicles.  He thanked the County for all the rock that has been placed on the road but noted that rocks are knocking the paint off of their cars.  He stated that the issue is the dust and how being on a dirt road limits the potential for growth of the church.  He noted that the church has been there for 149 years and was asking the Board to reconsider paving their road.  When asked by one of the commissioners about how many houses are on that road, Rev. Lynch stated that the church is the only building on the road, there is a house on the corner with Hwy 56. Please help us out, he asked.

Next the Board heard from Anthony and Tracy Bragg.  The Bragg brothers own 171 acres on Harris Road near Sardis.  Anthony spoke for the two of them and stated that he didn’t see a need to abandon Harris Road.  He had heard from his neighbor that the road was being considered for abandonment.  He stated that he was concerned about access to his property and what the closure would do to his property value.  The Chairman informed him that they were considering closing the road because Mr. Robinson had blocked the culvert pipe which caused the road to wash away.  Mr. Robinson had suggested the closure because he was the only one on the road.  The Administrator explained that he expected to send out letters to the affected property owners next week and have the item on the October agenda.  However, he was aware of opposition from area farmers who use the road and now the Bragg’s are also opposed to the issue.  The Administrator stated that if the Board was inclined to keep the road open, they can stop the abandonment process tonight and direct the Road Department to repair the damages.  The consensus of the Board was to keep the road open.  Mr. Burke was directed to take out the foreign structures and repair the road. 
After that the Board considered a request from the Edmund Burke Chapter of the DAR to proclaim September 17th through the 23rd as Constitution Week in Burke County.  Mr. Martin made the motion and Mr. Deloach gave the second to adopt the proclamation.  The motion carried with all in favor.  

The Commissioners then opened bids for the resurfacing of the parking lots at the Recreation Department.  Three companies offered bids for this item.  They are listed here:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	CONTRACT MANAGEMENT, INC
	 $                    179,543.00 

	ELLIS WOOD CONTRACTING
	 $                    184,500.00 

	REEVES CONSTRUCTION
	 $                    286,720.00 

	SOUTHERN ASPHALT, LLC
	 $                    274,880.00 

	TIM LANIER CONSTRUCTION
	 $                    204,265.00 


This was referred to the Finance Committee for action upon review by the Facility Maintenance and the Recreation Department.

Next the Board opened bids for the purchase of a 3.7 liter Police Sedan. They listed as follows:
	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ALLEN VIGIL FORD
	 $                                 23,662.00 

	GERALD JONES FORD
	 $                                 22,776.68 

	WOODY FOLSOM FORD
	 $                                 23,928.00 


This item was referred to the Finance Committee for review and action.

The next item on the agenda was a bid opening for the purchase of a 3.5 liter Police Pursuit Sedan for the Sheriff’s Office.  Two bids were submitted on this purchase.  They are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	GERALD JONES FORD
	 $                                 25,786.68 

	WOODY FOLSOM FORD
	 $                                 26,400.00 


Action on this bid was referred to the Finance Committee upon review by the Sheriff’s Office.
Then the Commissioners opened bids for the purchase of a 3.7 liter Police Pursuit Vehicle for the Sheriff’s Office.  The two bids on this item are listed here:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	GERALD JONES FORD
	 $                                 26,977.68 

	WADE FORD
	 $                                 27,353.00 


Action on this was referred to the Finance Committee.

The Board then opened bids for the purchase of a 3.5 liter Police Pursuit Utility Vehicle with ecoboost.  Several bids were received on this item and are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	GERALD JONES FORD
	 $                                 30,205.00 

	WADE FORD
	 $                                 30,577.00 

	WOODY FOLSOM FORD
	 $                                 31,331.00 


The bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review.  

After that the Commissioners opened bids for the purchase of a Ford F-150 XLT 4x4 pickup truck for the Sheriff’s Office.  The County received three bids on this item.  They are listed here.
	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	GERALD JONES FORD
	 $                                 31,530.36 

	WADE FORD
	 $                                 31,931.00 

	WOODY FOLSOM FORD
	 $                                 32,096.00 


Action on this item was referred to the Finance Committee.
The next item of business was a bid opening for the purchase of a Ford F-150 XL for the Sheriff’s Office.  The bids are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	GERALD JONES FORD
	 $                                 29,675.36 

	WADE FORD
	 $                                 29,370.00 

	WOODY FOLSOM FORD
	 $                                 30,292.00 


These bids were also referred to the Finance Committee.

After that the Commissioners opened bids for purchase of paper products and trash can liners for FY 19.  Bids were received from six firms and are listed here:
	Product
	Brand
	 Haskins 
	 Kamo 
	 Associated Paper 
	 S&S 
	 Aug. Janitorial Sup. 
	 Central Poly 
	 SE Paper Group 

	Location
	 
	 Augusta, GA 
	 Augusta, GA 
	 Augusta, GA 
	 North Augusta, SC 
	 Augusta, GA 
	 Linden, NJ 
	 Atlanta, GA 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	singlefold paper towels
	Stefco
	 
	 
	 
	$15.75 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Bay West 47000
	$19.85 
	 
	$14.33 
	 
	 
	 
	$13.18 

	 
	Nibroc
	 
	$14.90 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$18.97 

	 
	Boardwalk
	 
	 
	 
	$13.45 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Georgia Pacific
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$15.80 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	*Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$15.27 
	$17.66 
	 

	multi-fold paper towels
	Stefco
	 
	 
	 
	$12.90 
	 
	 
	$14.12 

	natural brown
	Bay West 48000
	 
	 
	$14.41 
	 
	 
	 
	$13.28 

	 
	Georgia Pacific
	 
	$14.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$16.15 

	 
	Nibroc
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Boardwalk
	 
	 
	 
	$16.85 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	ProLink
	$15.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	*Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$14.50 
	$17.37 
	 

	multi-fold paper towels
	Stefco
	 
	 
	 
	$17.85 
	 
	 
	 

	bleached white
	Georgia Pacific
	 
	$15.95 
	 
	$45.85 
	 
	 
	$17.13 

	 
	Advantage
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Bay West 48500
	 
	 
	$15.87 
	 
	 
	 
	$14.58 

	 
	Boardwalk
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$14.59 

	 
	Nibroc
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	ProLink
	$18.59 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	*Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$15.98 
	$17.99 
	 

	household roll towels
	Bay West
	 
	 
	$19.40 
	 
	 
	 
	$16.69 

	 
	Boardwalk
	 
	 
	 
	$24.00 
	 
	 
	$17.90 

	 
	Georgia Pacific
	 
	$20.35 
	 
	$57.75 
	 
	 
	$23.76 

	 
	Stefco
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Kimberly Clark
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	ProLink
	$21.20 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$19.54 
	$21.99 
	 

	roll toilet tissue
	Kimberly Clark
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$42.42 

	 
	Bay West 54900
	 
	 
	$36.47 
	 
	 
	 
	$35.05 

	 
	Paper Source
	 
	$28.45 
	$35.00 
	$34.00 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	ProLink
	$33.50 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Boardwalk
	 
	 
	$34.78 
	$28.70 
	 
	 
	$28.11 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$36.69 
	$41.38 
	 

	Jr. Jumbo Roll Tissue
	Acme (ABJRT9)
	 
	 
	 
	$14.40 
	 
	 
	$16.04 

	White 2ply / 9in.
	ProLink
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Bay West 10020
	 
	 
	$22.35 
	 
	 
	 
	$20.68 

	 
	Morcon (Mor29)
	 
	$17.95 
	$18.90 
	$15.85 
	 
	 
	$22.65 

	 
	ProLink
	$24.20 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	23.28
	$21.88 
	 

	hard wound roll towels
	Stefco
	 
	 
	 
	$20.00 
	 
	 
	 

	White 2 ply
	Bay West 45500
	 
	 
	$18.45 
	 
	 
	 
	$21.90 

	 
	Prime Source
	 
	$22.75 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Boardwalk
	$24.30 
	 
	 
	$22.00 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Write in
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$18.15 
	$21.66 
	 

	trash can liners
	10-12 gallon
	$23.50 
	$19.95 
	$22.79 
	$22.20 
	$24.08 
	$16.90 
	$18.81 

	 
	30 gallon
	$23.20 
	$22.95 
	$24.47 
	$20.20 
	$25.74 
	$18.90 
	$22.13 

	 
	55-60 gallon
	$25.00 
	$22.75 
	$25.95 
	$26.20 
	$27.73 
	$20.40 
	$26.60 

	 
	45 gallon
	$26.40 
	$27.75 
	$27.62 
	$24.70 
	$27.47 
	$24.00 
	$28.31 

	 
	33 gallon
	$18.10 
	$17.95 
	$19.09 
	$19.20 
	$18.84 
	$18.90 
	$27.25 

	 
	extra heavy leaf bag
	$23.65 
	$21.50 
	$19.53 
	$22.00 
	$24.21 
	$16.80 
	$21.45 

	 
	10-12 gal low density
	$17.20 
	$17.55 
	$18.55 
	$18.95 
	$16.89 
	$14.80 
	$16.41 


These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for action.
Next the Board opened bids for a renovation project at the Health Department, funded as a CDBG project.  There were only two bids for this project and they are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BASE BID 
	 ALT 1 
	 ALT 2 
	 ALT 3 
	 ALT 4 

	 
	 
	 NEW HVAC, LIGHTING & GRID 
	 RENOVATE ADDITIONAL AREAS 
	 NEW FLOOR & PAINT ALL AREAS 
	 PARKING LOT RESURFACING & LIGHTS 

	CONTRACT MANAGEMENT
	 $        498,530.00 
	 $     370,233.00 
	 $   197,196.25 
	 $    52,859.75 
	 $      32,602.50 

	RW ALLEN CONSTRUCTION
	 $        548,278.00 
	 $     466,055.00 
	 $   476,012.00 
	 $  147,948.00 
	 $      39,089.00 


Action on this item was referred to the Finance Committee.
The Board then held final reading for Ordinance 18-01, Adopting Zoning Regulations.  The Administrator noted that they have held two worksessions and two public hearings on the subject.  If adopted the ordinance will go into effect on January 1st.  Mr. Martin made a motion to adopt the zoning regulations on first reading.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
The next item on the agenda was the adoption of the budget for FY 2019.  The Administrator asked if the Board wanted to make any changes to the proposed budget.  He noted that they have held numerous worksessions this summer on the topic.  There were no changes mentioned.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the FY 19 Budget.  It was seconded by Mrs. Kelly and the motion carried 4 to 1 with Mr. Deloach voting against.  
The Board then turned its attention to a request from Srinivas R. Vangala for a Class B, Alcohol License to be able to sell beer and wine in unbroken containers at Pop’s Country Store located at 3780 Farmers Bridge Road.  The Administrator reported that the location meets all distance requirements and the applicant has a clean background check.  He further noted that request has been published in the paper and there have been no objections lodged.  Mr. Martin moved to approve the request for a Class B license for Mr. Vangala.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Abrams and carried with all in favor.  
Next the Board addressed a vacancy at the Vehicle Maintenance Department.  The Supply Technician II has recently left and the Director has asked to fill the position.  It was noted that the supply technician keeps up with inventory and orders parts as needed.  Mrs. Kelly moved to fill the vacancy at the Vehicle Maintenance Department.  Mr. Abrams made the second.  The motion carried five to zero.  

The next item on the agenda was the approval of a work authorization for Pond & Company to do additional design and planning work associated with the Airport Runway Extension project as requested by the Georgia DOT.  The DOT has agreed that they want additional survey work done on the site that will cost $51,080.78 more than our original contract with Pond.  A motion was made by Mrs. Kelly and seconded by Mr. Abrams to authorize the additional scope of work on the airport project.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Next the Commissioners considered a contract with the Georgia DOT for operating funds for Burke Transit.  The State is willing to pay us half of our operating loss up to $117,208 during the FY 19.  The subsidy is coming from the Federal Transit Administration and is being increased this year to assist us with going back to 5-day per week operations.  Mrs. Kelly moved to enter the contract with the DOT for funds for Burke Transit.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion was approved 5 to 0.  
The next item on the agenda was a request from the Administrator to declare a number of items to be surplus property.  The list is mainly made up of vehicles and equipment that were replaced during the current fiscal year. The Administrator asked for the items to be declared surplus and to authorize staff to dispose of them via an online auction. Mr. Martin moved to declare the listed items to be surplus and give the staff permission to dispose of them in an online auction.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried with all voting in favor.

After that the Commissioners considered a request from the Sheriff’s Office to authorize the opening of a bank account to hold seized currency until it disposition by the courts.  They currently are holding about $10,000 awaiting the decisions on several court cases.  The Administrator recommended opening the account at Southern Bank because the other two accounts related to seizures that will receive these funds are also housed there. Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize staff to open an account at Southern Bank to hold seized currency.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion passed unanimously.
The Commissioners then addressed naming a voting delegate to the ACCG Legislative Conference next month.  After some discussion, Chairman DeLaigle agreed to represent the County at this meeting.   Mrs. Martin moved to appoint Chairman Allen DeLaigle as Burke County’s official delegate to the ACCG Legislative Conference.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it was approved 5 to 0.  

Sheriff Williams reported that things are well with his department. Chief Deputy Blanchard gave the statistical report on the Sheriff’s Office.  He noted that they participated in Farm Fest and conducted self-defense classes.  They conducted a number of drug sweeps and worked with Jenkins County to apprehend a driver on the run. He added that they have made 667 traffic stops, made 159 arrests and there are currently 141 in the county jail.  

Public Works Director, Jesse Burke, stated that they are busy maintaining the roads and right of ways.  He pointed out that they are in the middle of resurfacing several roads including Porter Carswell Road.  

Economic Development Director for the County, Jessica Hood, reported that they inquiries are picking up.  She thanked the Road Department for their help in completing a wetlands project on the Raymond Tract.   
Loren Barnhart thanked the Board for their support. He reported that his list is getting longer and longer.  He thanked the Sheriff for the use of inmate labor to assist with mowing and maintenance. He stated that they are still working on the fiber installation project. 

Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren, stated that assessment notices have been sent out to all property owners.  He added that we have done a major revaluation so there are bound to be some errors.  He encouraged everyone to review their notices.  

Rolene Rowell, Recreation Director, reported that they have some big events coming up soon.  She noted that the Fall Ball Kickoff is this Saturday.  

Thomas Steiner, Hospital Administrator, reported that they have finished their audit.  He noted that the number of weekend patients at the clinic has doubled recently.  He thanked the Sheriff’s Office for their assistance with the grounds maintenance and also for patrolling the halls on a regular basis.  

Next, Clerk of Courts, Radeta Smith, thanked the Sheriff’s Office for all the citations coming her way.  She also thanked Commissioner Kelly for visiting her office to find out what they do.  

Lee Webster, Planning Commission member thanked the Board for adopting the Zoning Ordinance.  He stated that this will move our county forward.  
About 7:21, Mr. Abrams moved that we go into executive session to discuss a matter of litigation.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
After the discussion was concluded, Mr. Martin moved to come out of executive session. Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

The County Attorney reported that one matter of litigation and no action was taken.  Mr. Abrams then moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Commissioners.  Mr. Martin gave the second to the motion.  It passed with all voting in favor.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.
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