BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE
August 1, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, August 1, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Kelly and Martin.  Planning Commission members, Leon Bynes and Lee Webster were also in attendance as were Building Official, Scott Lee and County Administrator Merv Waldrop.
The only item of business was a Public Hearing about the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Bynes, Chairman of the Planning Commission, noted that once zoning takes effect we will have a lot of changes the first year.  He also added that they will need to coordinate with the Assessors Office to make sure that zoning and ag exemptions are consistent.      
There was not public comment on the Zoning Ordinance.  Commissioner Martin asked about setbacks and protections for homeowners from solar farms.  Mr. Bynes stated that in an Ag Zone, solar farms would be permitted but the setbacks would be 100’.  Mr. Bynes pointed out that with zoning and more compatible uses, the setbacks can be smaller and less land will be wasted in unused setback areas.  Mr. Bynes explained that with rezoning there would be an opportunity for the neighbors to weigh in on a change in land use. 

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 PM.
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