BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE
July 25, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, July 25, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams and Kelly.  Planning Commission members, Leon Bynes and Lee Webster were also in attendance as were Building Official, Scott Lee and County Administrator Merv Waldrop.
The only item of business was a Public Hearing about the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Bynes, Chairman of the Planning Commission, explained how the zoning proposal would work.  He stated that we hate regulations but some are necessary to protect our citizens.  This is a tool to encourage high quality growth before we are overwhelmed by it.  He added that we are becoming a bedroom community and we need to have tools in place before the developers get here.    
There was also some discussion about the need for business licenses to help enforce the zoning ordinance.  

Lee Webster pointed out that we need zoning to protect our way of life.  It protects agriculture and encourages development in appropriate corridors.    
Leon Bynes reminded the Board that growth is coming our way.  He pointed out that the deepening of the port in Savannah will increase truck traffic and will likely bring industrial and warehouse development to our county.  We need to stay ahead of the growth and make sure we have everything in place before it arrives.  
The only other citizen in attendance was Mrs. Gladys Johnson.  She stated that she had no comments or questions on the proposal.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM.
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