BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
July 17, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 17, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on June 12th, 13th, 18th and 27th.   Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners then opened bids for the purchase of two motorgraders for the Road Department.  Three companies offered four bids for this item.  They are listed here:

	BIDDER
	 PRICE PER EACH 
	 EXTENDED PRICE 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT
	 $               208,808.00 
	 $                      417,616.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $               238,107.00 
	 $                      476,214.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT
	 $               224,850.00 
	 $                      449,700.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT
	 $               205,895.00 
	 $                      411,790.00 


This purchase was referred to the Finance Committee for action upon review by the Road Department.

The Board then considered an application for a Class B Alcohol License for Casey Flake for Bills Country Store at 4464 Highway 24 South in Alexander.  The Administrator explained that the Class B license allows for the sale of beer and wine in unbroken containers for consumption off premises.  He added that the location meets all distance requirements and that the applicant has a clean background.  He further noted that there has been no opposition expressed to the issuance of the license.  Mr. Martin moved to approve the license for Casey Flake.  Mr.Deloach seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

The next item on the agenda was a request from the Development Authority for approval of a resolution calling for an election to consider extending the Freeport Exemption to inventory used in E-Commerce.  The exemption will allow the Authority to be competitive in recruiting distribution centers and fulfillment centers.  The Administrator explained that the voters will have to approve it by referendum for it to take effect.  The resolution will put the question on the ballot in the November 6th General Election.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to adopt the resolution calling for a referendum on the extension of the Freeport Exemption to E-Commerce.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which carried on a 5 to 0 vote.  
After that the Commissioners considered a budget amendment to appropriate insurance settlement funds for the replacement of a dumptruck at the Road Department.  The 
Board received enough on the claim for the dumptruck totaled in the accident last fall to pay for the replacement truck.  Mr. Martin moved to adopt the budget amendment recognizing the proceeds from the insurance settlement and appropriated it for equipment for the Road Department.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  On a unanimous vote the motion was approved.
Next the Board reviewed a budget amendment recognizing a donation from Georgia Power Company in the amount of $30,500 for equipment for the Sheriff’s Office.  The company wanted to support the Sheriff’s efforts at traffic enforcement along River Road.  The purchase of enforcement camera equipment.  The equipment had apparently already been purchased stated the Administrator.  But he asked for the budget amendment to make the appropriation of the new revenue to accurately account for the donation and purchase of equipment. Mr. Abrams moved to approve the budget amendment.  Mr. Deloach gave the second.  The motion passed on a vote of 5 to 0.   
After that the Board heard a request from the Hospital Authority for additional funding.  The Administrator reported that the Hospital Authority had a list of accounts payable more than 30 days old that totaled nearly $1.5 million.  He added that the Board has already made up front payments for the August and September appropriation earlier in the year.  Now they are in a bind again. The Chairman of the Authority, Chris Collins, was in attendance.  He stated that things were dire and that vendors were losing patience. He asked for some assistance but didn’t state how much.  The Board agreed to table this issue until they can discuss it with the Hospital Authority in depth.  They agreed to meet on Wednesday July 25th at 3:30 PM.  

The next item on the agenda was another budget amendment for the Facility Maintenance Department.  The amendment increases the charges to other departments for service and also increases the supplies and repair budget for the department.  The increases are needed due to the increased activity in the Facility Maintenance Department.  Mr. Martin moved to adopt the budget amendment.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried with all voting in favor.
The Board then discussed a request from Deishonna Jones Mozley for a waiver of the fees for rental of the Senior Center.  She is spearheading an effort to organize a back to school block party on Sunday August 5th.  Mrs. Kelly stated that she has spoken to Mrs. Mozley.  She added that she will assist in raising the money in the community to cover the rental fee.  Several Commissioners committed to donate to help come up with the rental fee.  The Board agreed that it would set a bad precedent to waive the rental fees.  
After that Bill Hargrove addressed the Board to express his concerns that they had agreed to accept a private drive that doesn’t meet the County road standards.  He noted that at the June 12th meeting the Board voted to accept a driveway as a county road.  He asked the Board to rescind the motion.  Chairman DeLaigle asked the Administrator to explain the Board’s actions. The Administrator noted that the Board made a decision to accept a road that didn’t meet the County’s adopted standards.  A purchase order has been issued to survey the road and the property owner will be asked to donate the right of way, thus giving the road to the County.  The Board will have to vote to accept the road once the right of way deed is finished.  Mr. Hargrove suggested that the Commissioners end the process now and stick with the road standards that are in our ordinances.  
Chief Deputy Blanchard gave the report on the Sheriff’s Office.  He noted that they have been conducting camps for kids in the community.  They offered Citizens Firearms Training classes.  The inmates and staff have assisted with clean up of a number of county roads and mowing at the hospital.  The SO stopped two burglaries in progress.   He added that they have made 783 traffic stops, issued 410 citations and there are currently 128 in the county jail.  
Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated we have been working on cutting grass and trimming limbs on county roads. We have been replacing a lot of side drain pipes.  We have begun work on grading the industrial park site for the Development Authority.   

Paul Burke added that they spraying the right of ways, resurfacing Herndon Road and several streets in Girard.  We have been installing 7 to 8 driveways per week.  Also he noted that work on the new fueling station has finally begun.  
Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell, reported that the fireworks show went well this year.

She added that they have been busy traveling with the all-start baseball teams.  They are finishing up the day camps and a basketball camp in the next few weeks.  She also reported that registration for fall sports will start soon.  
Loren Barnhart thanked the Board for the budget amendment. He reported that the building maintenance crew is continuing to work on a temporary renovation of the Old Health Department and a project at the kitchen at the Office Park. He stated that we are connecting county offices to the fiber network as we can get to them.  
Michael Wiseman, Finance Director, stated we are working on grant administration.  
Thomas Steiner, CEO for Burke Medical Center, reported that the hospital had 565 emergency department visits in June.  He thanked, Facility Maintenance Director, Loren Barnhart and the Sheriff’s Office for their recent assistance.
Louis Hrabovsky stated that the Magistrates Court had issued 600 warrants.  This is much more than we have done in the past.  

Chairman DeLaigle asked the Administrator about the status of the Animal Services Director vacancy.  The Administrator noted that we have received 11 applications and that he will start interviewing next week.  
About 6:51, Mr. Deloach asked the Board to go into executive session.  Mr. Martin moved that we go into executive session. Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
After the discussion was concluded, Mr. Martin moved to come out of executive session. Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

The County Attorney reported that one matter of real estate acquisition had been discussed and no action was taken.  Mr. Abrams then moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Commissioners.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second to the motion.  It passed with all voting in favor.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:14 PM.
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