BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION
May 30, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, May 30, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  Planning Commission members, Leon Bynes and Lee Webster were also in attendance as were Building Official, Scott Lee and County Administrator Merv Waldrop.
The first item of business was a discussion about the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Bynes, Chairman of the Planning Commission, reported that they had made a few changes based on the last worksession.  All parcels 10 acres or smaller are now designated as R-1 (Residential).  He stated that everything is being zoned as it is currently being used.  
Next Scott Lee reported that the ordinance provides that any parcel that is 10 acres or less can be further subdivided into 1 acre tracts as long as there is adequate frontage.  He noted that you will see a lot of R-1 in the growth corridors of the County.  The rural areas are proposed to be zoned Agriculture with a 5 acre lot minimum.  If someone wants to build a subdivision in a rural area, rezoning would be needed to get to less than 5 acre tracts.  This will allow the public to have some comment on the development coming into their area.  
Mr. Martin asked what protections will be given to protect neighborhoods from commercial encroachment like the recent Dollar General store on Greiner Circle.  Scott Lee, answered that under the current Land Development Code, all that was needed was enough land to meet setbacks and you can then pull permits for commercial anywhere in the County.  He also noted that the only areas designated for commercial development in the Zoning Ordinance are the ones that have traditionally had businesses.  New commercial development would require rezoning and allow the public to know and have a voice in the decision.  

Lee Webster then discussed the increase in commercial and industrial activity in our region.  He noted that the port in Savannah will bring an opportunity for much more truck and rail traffic to move shipping containers.  He suggested that we are going to get traffic and growth from both Savannah and Augusta.  He said that we need to create the rules for development now before we get behind in having adequate infrastructure to support the development and traffic coming our way.  He added that zoning creates a system, it won’t work perfectly for every single individual but there is a process for rezoning.  
Leon Bynes reminded the Board that growth is coming our way.  If we don’t do anything to manage it, we will be overwhelmed.  He discussed the changes that took place in Columbia County where they lost control of their county government and schools.  Now it is difficult for young families who grew up in that county to find an affordable place to live in their home community.  It can also change the make up of our boards so that we will no longer personally know our elected officials.  He added that folks with big money are already buying up land in Burke County.  We would like to have a say in how the county develops.  He also noted that new development will demand services and can put a strain on the tax base if not done properly.  
Mr. Martin suggested that zoning will be a tool to help us locate industry and businesses close in to towns and then allow for residential development further out.  

Mr. Bynes pointed out that the proposed ordinance makes a provision for division of land with family ties. It relaxes some standards to allow for deeding land to an immediate family member.  

Mrs. Gladys Johnson, a citizen in the audience asked about her 45 acres that is proposed for Agricultural zoning.  She would like her land to remain in Ag but wants to one day keep her house and sell off the rest as one large tract.  Mr. Bynes answered that she can divide her property into a 40 acre tract and a five acre tract around the house.  Realtor and citizen, Janice Morris pointed out that most banks will not finance a five acre tract as they prefer to have homes on more saleable 1 acre parcels.  She added that she wants to see zoning but has a few concerns. 
There being no further discussion on the topic of zoning, Mr. Bynes stated that the Planning Commission has been working on this for years.  He noted that it is a good starting place and that it is a living and breathing document with the intent that it will be adjusted through the years.

Mrs. Kelly reported to the Board that she has been attending the Comprehensive Plan Stakeholder Committee meetings.  She asked the Commissioners and all in attendance to fill out a community survey to give input on how we want our county to develop.  She added that she wanted to recommend Carlton Holmes for the final spot on the Stakeholder Committee.  The Administrator pointed out that there will be public hearings held over the next two weeks.  The County’s hearing will be Monday evening at 6:00 PM.  
Mr. Abrams asked if the Board would consider waiving the landfill tipping fees for Sarah Rainey, who lost her home in a fire a few weeks ago.  He said that they lost everything and have no insurance coverage.  By consensus Commissioners Kelly, Abrams and DeLaigle state they would agree to the waiver.  

Finally the Board discussed upcoming appointments to the Hospital Authority.  It was noted that there are appointments coming in August.  Mr. Martin asked about the request from more funding for the hospital in FY 19.  The Board asked how much our surrounding counties are putting into their local hospital operations.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM.
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