BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION
May 15, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 4:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.
The first item of business was a discussion about removing the rumble strips on Cohen Road and Winter Road.  Several citizens had requested removal due to the loud noise in front of their homes.  Mr. Martin asked if we could put tar and gravel in between the strips to reduce the noise.  He noted that they line up exactly with the front doors of three homes on Winter Road.  Mr. Abrams suggested that we go out and find a way to quiet them down rather than remove them.  Paul Burke, County Road Superintendent, reminded the Board that the rumble strip project came as a safety grant after we had the fatality on Rosier Road and Hwy 56.  Mr. Jesse Burke expressed his serious reservations on the County modifying the rumble strips.  He stated that if we have a serious accident at an intersection where we have changed the rumble strips will get us into a law suit.  He didn’t want to be the subject of a suit and risk his property and future.  Mr. Abrams suggested that we use rumble strips like the set in Washington County at the Hwy 24 intersection with Ridge Road.  
The County Attorney weighed in on the issue of a lawsuit.  He noted that employees would not be personally liable for acting on behalf of the County to modify the strips.  The employee is only personally liable when not acting in accordance with the orders from his supervisor.  The Administrator and Public Works Director both wanted to make sure that any changes made were done at the direction of the Board in public.  
The group discussed several options to reduce the noise coming from the strips.  Mr. Jesse Burke stated that he would bring back a recommendation to the Commissioners for their consideration.  This item was to be placed on the June 12th agenda. 

After that the Commissioners discussed a request from Elliot Robinson to waive the bill sent to him for damaging Harris Road.  He stated at the previous week’s meeting that he had permission to block the culvert.  The Road Superintendent stated that there was no way anyone from the Road Department told him it was ok to block a 36 in culvert.  Mr. Robinson admitted that he modified the pipe.  He disputes that his blocking the drain caused the road to washout.  The Administrator reported that we have billed him $2072 for the labor and equipment involved. If he continues to refuse to pay it, we can take it to Magistrates Court.  The County Attorney stated that the Magistrate Court can order him to pay and put a lien against the property.  That meant that Mr. Robinson cannot sell the property until the lien is satisfied.  Mr. Fleming suggested that one of the Commissioners inform Mr. Robinson that the Board is likely to pursue it in Magistrates Court and the bill can be expected to go up to cover labor expense as well.  Mr. Martin suggested calling the EPD to get them involved since Mr. Robinson is impacting wetlands.  The Administrator stated that he was willing to call Mr. Robinson and suggest he pay the $2000 before it goes any further.  Mrs. Kelly and Mr. Abrams stated that in their opinion it was not worth pursuing the matter any further.  Mr. Deloach and Mr. Martin stated that they thought he should pay for the damages.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that he was sure which way to go on this issue.  He noted that Mr. Robinson has had a lot of personal issues to deal with this year.  The Attorney suggested that the Board take a 5 minute recess.  The Chairman declared the Board to be in recess.  
When the Board returned from recess, Mr. Martin was no longer present.  The Chairman then stated that he did not want to pursue the matter any further and the staff was to not send any more bills for the damage. 
The Public Works Director reminded the Board that we have a similar situation on Greiner Circle with Mr. Tucker building a structure to block the culvert to back up a pond on his place.  Mr. Burke showed the Board photos of the blocked culvert and noted the fence was placed in the right of way and very close to the edge of pavement.  The consensus of the Board was that the Administrator should send the Tucker’s a letter asking them to remove the blockage and to move the fence.  

Mr. Abrams reported that a family in his district lost their home in a fire and he asked if the Board would consider waiving the landfill tipping fees at the transfer station.  The Administrator suggested having them call the Commissioners office to get all the facts.  If they have insurance, disposal and clean up costs may be covered.  He also reminded the Board that we no longer have the C&D landfill so every ton brought it must be shipped to a landfill at $43/ton.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:25 PM.
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