BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION
April 18, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, April 18, 2018 at 4:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  Planning Commission Chairman, Leon Bynes and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.
The Administrator noted that the main purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposed Zoning Ordinance.  The Planning Commission would go over the proposal and the Commissioners should feel free to ask questions.  We want the Board to have a good understanding of the ordinance before we go to public hearings on it.  
Mr. Bynes asked Lee Webster another Planning Commission member to give his view on how the zoning ordinance and map were developed.  Mr. Webster stated that it was modeled after the Oglethorpe County Zoning Ordinance which is a rural county with some growth pressure as well.  He stated that the ordinance is designed to protect agriculture from intrusion as well as to protect homeowners from incompatible uses that would hurt property values.  He added that 90% of the County is proposed to be zoned A-1 for agriculture.  Existing subdivisions and small lots are shown as R-1 with some Commercial and Industrial properties included in spots.  

Mr. Bynes pointed out that there is a 5-acre minimum lot size in the A-1 district.  The R-1 has a minimum of 1 acre lots unless water or sewer are provided that will reduce the minimum lot to ½ acre.  The philosophy behind this map is to zone most property ag until it is developed.  Then the owner can apply for rezoning, which gives the adjacent landowners an opportunity to weigh in on the proposal and the Commissioners would have some control over how the County develops.  

The Board discussed the other districts and permitted uses as well.  There are three industrial districts proposed and two types of commercial district.   There are four types of residential districts with different densities and permitted uses.  

Chairman Bynes stated that this is intended to be a living document with flexibility to change as needs in the county change.  We can rezone any parcel in the county as needed.  

The Planning Commission noted that they needed to make a few minor adjustments.  They stated that they would be ready for another worksession on the topic by the second week in May.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM.
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