BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FINANCE COMMITTEE

April 11, 2018
The Finance Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, April 11, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Conference Room.  The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Lucious Abrams, Jr. Other Committee Members present were Commissioners George Deloach and Evans Martin.  Also in attendance were Chief Lewis Blanchard, Sheriff’s Office and Merv Waldrop, County Administrator.  
The first item on the agenda for the Committee was to award a bid for two Pursuit Vehicles for the Sheriff’s Office.  There was only one bid submitted to the Board.  It was from Lonnie Cobb Ford, LLC at a price of $22,497 each or a total of $44,994.  Chief Blanchard presented a state bid price for the pursuit cars from Butler Dodge in South Carolina.  Their price was $21,985 each or $43,970 for the pair.  Mr. Deloach moved to accept the low bid from Butler.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it passed 3 to 0.
The next item on the agenda was a discussion of Animal Services staff attending a training conference on shelter operations in Kansas City, MO.  The Administrator expressed his concerns about the distance and how it might appear to the tax payers.  He did note that the Animal Services Director has offered to finance his lodging and transportation if the County will cover the $222 registration fee.  The Committee discussed the issue and felt the training was worthwhile.  The consensus was to allow the training with Mr. Williams covering his lodging and travel expenses.  
Next, the Committee discussed an issue regarding promotions in the Sheriff’s Department.  The Administrator reported that the Sheriff’s Office has turned in a request to reclassify several positions to give promotions within their department.  He noted that the Board has turned down other elected officials and department heads when they wanted to do the same thing.  The Administrator asked for direction from the Committee.  The consensus of the Committee was to let this one go but to send the Sheriff a memo stating that this is not to happen again.  The Board expects him to work cooperatively with the Commissioners and follow our policies for payroll and purchasing.  The Committee acknowledged that they have been very generous to the Sheriff this past year. The Administrator noted that he would process the pay increases and pass on the concerns to the Sheriff.
The final item on the agenda for the Committee was to review and sign invoices for the month.   All invoices were approved by the Committee for payment.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:37 p.m.
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