BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JOINT MEETING WITH 

BURKE COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
February 14, 2018

The Burke County Board of Commissioners (Board) met with the Burke County Development Authority (Authority) on Wednesday February 14, 2018 at 4:30 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Commission Vice-Chairman Terri Kelly.  
Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach and Martin.  Authority members present were Preston Conner, Lindsay Gentry, Billy Hopper and Suzanne Sharkey.  Development Director, Jessica Hood and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
First the Administrator explained that the Governor has made it a priority in his FY 18 Supplemental Budget to fund the expansion of a number of airports around the state.  He specifically called out Burke County for an extension of our runway.  The County’s airport consultants have been working with the Georgia DOT to determine what is needed to get this project ready.  They found that we need to be under contract by July 1st in order to obligate the funds in the supplemental budget.  That means the plans have to be revised and ready to go to bid by May 1st.  One of the several unresolved issues involves wetlands permitting.  He noted that if we move the expansion to the east and do work on both ends of the runway we might be able to avoid some of the wetland impacts.  This will require the County to obtain additional property to remove obstructions.  He noted that the Joyner property at the east end of the runway has two residences that are currently occupied.  He added that the process to obtain property associated with a DOT project would take many months or years.  The Commissioners are asking the Development Authority to obtain the property and then donate it to the County.  

The Authority members had questions about the project.  The Board stated that they intended to expand the runway to 5500 feet and eventually have a fuel facility and hangars to attract planes during the Masters and other times of the year.  They also suggested that the longer runway would help with economic development in the County.  

There were questions about McMaster Road.  The Administrator reported that the Board has announced a public hearing to consider closing the road.  This would remove it as an obstruction and reduce the amount of land needed along the south side of the runway.  

After some discussion of the project, Mr. Conner moved that the Authority authorize their Director to negotiate the purchase of the Joyner property.  Mrs. Gentry seconded the motion and it carried with a unanimous vote of the Development Authority members.  

The Commissioners thanked the Authority for their support on this project.  They also pledged to support the Authority in its efforts to attract industry to our County. 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:18 PM.
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