BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
January 9, 2018
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach and Martin.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   Chairman DeLaigle was unable to attend due to illness.
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Martin led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First the Board considered selection of a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the year.  Mr. Abrams moved that Allen DeLaigle be named Chairman and Terri Kelly be Vice-Chairman for the year.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion.  It was approved on a vote of 4 to 0. 
The next item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on December 8th, 12th, 13th and 20th.   Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  

After that the Board opened proposals for the selection of an architect for the design of a new concession & restroom building at Jonathan Broxton Park.  Lose & Associates offered to do the work at a fee of $68,500 and Carter Watkins proposed to do the project at 5.75% of the construction cost.  The Administrator noted that both firms have worked on projects for the County before.  The proposals were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.  
Next the Commissioners considered renewal of the contract with the UGA Extension Service for continuation of an Ag Agent position.  The County pays the salary, FICA, Medicare & retirement expenses.  UGA pays for health insurance.  The Administrator reported that the cost to the County in 2018 will be $42,316.  Mr. Martin moved to renew the contract with UGA.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed with all voting in favor.  
The next item of business was a request from the County’s Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson asking the Board to write off small tax bills.  She noted that there were 197 bills for taxes less than $5.00.  She added that it costs more than the taxes collected to prepare and mail out bills.   The Board discussed this issue and asked if parcels can be put together.  She reported that the only way is if the owner wants to consolidate parcels.  After all questions were addressed, Mr. Abrams made a motion to write off tax bills that are less than $5.00 in value.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
The Commissioners then reviewed a contract with Garland and Associates for renovation of the County’s transfer station building at the Landfill.  Garland was the low bidder on the project.  The bids have been reviewed by the County’s architect and they recommended a contract with Garland & Associates for the project.  Mr. Martin made a motion to approve a contract with Garland & Associates for renovation of the Transfer Station at $374,644.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion was approved with all in favor.
The next item of business was a recommended addendum to the County’s Drug & Alcohol Policy for Transit Drivers.  The Federal DOT has added several opioids to the list of substances for which they will require tests.  They are also requiring a few other minor procedural changes.  The Administrator noted that we will need to include these in our policy to continue to received funding for transit from the DOT.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to amend our policy for drug testing for Burke Transit.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.  

The Board then considered a request from the Sheriff’s Department for authorization to use radar on 13 County roads. Chief Deputy, Lewis Blanchard explained that the in order to have a case stand up in court, we need to get the approval of the DOT to run radar and that also requires authorization from the Board of Commissioners.  Chief Blanchard also commended the Road Department for making sure that the speed limit signs are kept up and replaced when needed.  Mr. Martin moved to authorize the Sheriff’s Department to use radar on the 13 County roads listed. Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 4 to 0.  

The Commissioners then addressed setting of qualifying fees for the 2018 local elections.  The Administrator noted that the Board is required by the General Assembly to set the fees by February 1st and that they must set the fees at 3% of the previous year’s annual base salary for each position.  He added that there are only three local positions on the ballot this year.  The fees for these would be as follows:  
Solicitor General - 

$786.92
School Board - 

$216.00

County Commissioner- 
$180.00


Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt the qualifying fees as shown for 2018 local elections.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
The County Attorney asked the Board to consider a resolution authorizing condemnation on 8 parcels for which they cannot reach agreement with the property owners for the paving of William Tinley Road.  He noted that they have gotten a few property owners to agree to sell the right of way for the appraised value.  A few are refusing to accept the value and a few are unable to provide a clean title to the property needed.  The Commissioners had questions about some specific parcels.  The Attorney recommended going into executive session to discuss the individual parcels.  

Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell reported that they are in the middle of basketball season.
Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they have been working on maintenance, cleaning ditches and getting the roads in shape.

Solid Waste Director, Judy Allen reported that they are keeping up at the Transfer Station.

Magistrate Judge Carter stated that things are on par at the Magistrate Court.
Road Superintendent, Paul Burke, reported that the LMIG application has been submitted and the County will be getting $900,000 this year from the DOT.  We plan to use the funds for replacement of the Herndon Road Bridges.  He also noted that we are working hard to keep the road signs up.  
Michael Wiseman, Finance Director, stated that the W-2’s will be ready next week.

County Extension Agent, Peyton Sapp, reported that they are moving into production meeting season to update the community on best practices for various crops and commodities.  

Senior Center Director, Jackie Brayboy, stated that things are good at the Senior Center.

Thomas Steiner, Hospital Administrator, reported that the Rural Health Clinic is seeing an average of 39 patients per day and they plan on expanding hours to be open on Saturdays by the end of January.  He noted that things are improving financially for the hospital.  The Commissioners encouraged him to prepare a flyer that can be distributed throughout the County.  

Chief Deputy Blanchard noted that they had a toy drive and gave away 104 bikes to children in the County over Christmas.  He added that they have put prisoners to work cleaning up county roads.  He stated that they have had 3 felony drug arrests, 19 misdemeanor drug arrests and issued 165 citations last month.  He added that the jail population is at 130 inmates as of today.  He thanked the Magistrate Court for their assistance in obtaining warrants at all hours of the night.
Mrs. Kelly thanked all the department heads and employees of the County for their work.  

Mr. Obediah Lewis addressed the Board.  He said he was glad to see progress being made on William Tinley Road.  He suggested that the Commissioners require that new subdivisions grant right of way before getting platting approval.  He also asked to get some gravel on William Tinley Road south of Gay Road.  

Mr. Abrams reminded the Board that they need to hold a worksession on Transit to address some serious issues in the County.  He suggested that we notify Mrs. Gladys Johnson when a date has been set for the meeting.  

Mr. Abrams then moved to go into executive session to discuss acquisition of property.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.  
After discussing the matter, Mr. Martin then moved to go back into open session.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried 4-0.  Mr. Abrams then moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board stating that they addressed one matter and no action was taken.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Abrams then moved to approve a resolution authorizing the County Attorney to file for eminent domain to acquire 8 parcels for right of way for William Tinley Road.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion passed 4 to 0.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.
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