BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
December 20, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday December 20, 2017 at 4:30 p.m. in the Commissioners Meeting Room.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Jr., George Deloach, Terri Kelly and Evans Martin were present.  Also in attendance were Chief Judge, Carl Brown, Magistrate Judge, Sterling Wimberly, Mike Popplewell of CSRA Probation and Merv Waldrop, County Administrator.  
The Board discussed the contracts for Probation Supervision that were tabled at last week’s regular meeting.  They were asked to approve contacts between CSRA Probation Services and the Augusta Judicial Circuit, Burke County State Court and Burke County Magistrate’s Court.  The Commissioners had questions on why the fees were different in each of the contracts and where the fees appropriate for the service provided.  

Judge Brown spoke first.  He pointed out that the service is necessary to keep people who had made a mistake from being locked up in jail.  This tool keeps citizens employed and productive members of society.  It saves taxpayers from paying to house prisoners charged with minor crimes.  He added that CSRA Probation has done a great job for the Superior Courts.  He pointed out that this $5 per month increase is the first change in the contract in 20 years.  

Next Mike Popplewell, President of CSRA Probation, stated that the reason that the contracts are different is that they were negotiated at different times and based on the going rate at the time.  Mrs. Kelly asked why the supervision fee was different for State Court.  Mr. Popplewell pointed out that the stipulations on the misdemeanor probation required more time and staff than the simple monthly check in with Superior Court probationers.  He added that the special conditions in State Court are more demanding on his staff.  He also participates in the Accountability Courts and that is very time consuming.  The Administrator asked if the reduction of the daily monitoring fees offset the $5 increase in the monthly supervision fee.  Mr. Popplewell noted that in cases where they used monitoring devices the reduced fees more than offset the supervision increase.  He added that they only use monitoring for those who can afford it and often at the request of the probationer.    
Mr. Abrams asked about the cost of drug testing.  Mr. Popplewell stated that there is a fee for drug tests but that cost of testing can be converted to community service based on indigency.  Judge Brown noted that we work with people who can’t afford the cost of probation.  
Mr. DeLaigle stated that he is glad that probation is being enforced and the laws are being upheld.  

Mr. Abrams stated that addiction is a sickness.  Thank God for Judge Daniel starting these programs in our county to help people with their mental problems, drug problems and alcohol problems, he added.  
Mr. DeLaigle agreed that these are great programs.  I have known friends and relatives who had similar issues.  Thanks to Judge Daniel for starting the Accountability Courts.  

Being no further questions or discussion, Mr. Martin moved to accept the probation contracts with CSRA Probation Services for Superior Court, State Court and Magistrate Court.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  

Laura Riska of CSRA Probation thanked the Commissioners and stated how great a boss Mr. Popplewell is to work for.  He is very kind to his employees.  

Mr. DeLaigle stated his appreciation for the staff of CSRA Probation.  He wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
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