BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
December 8, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Friday December 8, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Meeting Room.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Commissioners Terri Kelly, George Deloach, Lucious Abrams, Jr., and Evans Martin were present.  Also in attendance was Merv Waldrop, County Administrator.  
The first item on the agenda was adoption of the 2017 Millage Rates.  The Administrator explained that the proposed rates were determined by using the Tax Payer Bill of Rights rollback rates.  They are slightly lower than the 2016 millage rates.  The Chairman asked if there was anyone in the audience who wanted to speak on the topic of millage rates.  There was no public input.  The Administrator reported that earlier in the day the Board of Education had adopted a rate of 13.702 for School M&O taxes.  Mrs. Kelly then made a motion to adopt the following millage rates, Incorporated – 6.221, Unincorporated – 5.974, Fire District – 2.696 and School District – 13.702.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed on a vote of 5 to 0.  
Next the Board considered a request from staff to open a bank account for the Community Development Block Grant funds.  The Administrator reported that the County has been awarded a CDBG grant in the amount of $734,000 for renovation of the Health Department.  He noted that the Department of Community Affairs requires us to set up a separate bank account to receive the funds.  He recommended that we set an account at Queensborough Bank in Waynesboro.  He added that we will follow our normal policy and require two signatures on checks on this account.  Mr. Martin moved to open a CDBG account at Queensborough Bank.  Mr. Deloach made the second.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

After that the Board considered a request from the Sheriff’s Office for the purchase of 3 SUV’s from Wade Ford at $26,947 each.  The Board had opened bids last month for new vehicles.  They authorized the purchase of one SUV at the time.  Now the Sheriff’s Office has decided that they want to use this bid to get 3 more SUV’s.  The Administrator noted that funds are in the budget for this purchase.  Mr. Martin made a motion to authorize the purchase of the three SUV’s from Wade Ford.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
The Board then discussed the insurance premium for the County’s general liability policy.  The Administrator pointed out that the premium has increase slightly from last year.  This is understandable given the number of new employees and new vehicles added in the Sheriff’s Office.  The total premium is $388,630 reported the Administrator.  Mr. Deloach moved to approve the payment of the insurance premium.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion passed with all in favor.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:36 p.m.
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