BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BUDGET WORKSESSION
July 17, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met for a Budget Worksession on Monday, July 17 2017 at 3:30 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  In attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Kelly and Martin.  Also present were Jessica Hood, Economic Development Director; Billy Hopper and Cam Parker of the Development Authority; Chief Deputy Lewis Blanchard and County Administrator Merv Waldrop.   
First Jessica Hood made a presentation to the Board concerning the activity of the Development Authority. She noted that they have had 19 community visits in 2017 and 17 new projects.  She asked for the appropriation for the Development Authority to be increased to $340,385 from last year’s $200,000.  It was noted that the proposed budget has $210,385 recommended for the Development Authority.  She said that the Authority needs flexibility.  Cam Parker noted that the Authority has spent a lot this past year but that you have to spend money to stay in the game.  Billy Hopper thanked the Board for their support during the years.  He added that we need the site prepared and need utilities in place.  
After that Chief Blanchard stated that he was mostly pleased with what had been recommended.  He did however ask that the Board increase the number of new jailers from 5 to 8.  He asked the Board to reconsider a contract for inmate health care.  He also requested that the Board fund 2 more deputies and the promotions that were requested.  

The Commissioners agreed to move the start time for the July 31st worksession to 6:00 PM due to a conflict with Mr. Martin’s work schedule.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:53 PM.
_____________________________


______________________________

Allen DeLaigle, Chairman



Lucious Abrams
______________________________

______________________________

George Deloach 




Terri Lodge Kelly

Evans Martin





Merv Waldrop, Administrator
