BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
July 11, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  County Attorney, Kurt Worthington and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on June 13th, 14th and 26th.   Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Commissioners heard from Kersaundra Smith on behalf of the property owners and residents on Lawson Road and Utley Road.  She presented the Board with a petition signed by a number of the residents stating that they would be willing to give the right of way needed to get their roads paved.  Ms. Smith asked the Board to consider having the road surveyed to be able to prepare right of way deeds for the property owners to sign.  The Administrator agreed that this would be the next step toward getting the road paved.  He added that once a survey was complete then we can contact the owners to get them to sign the right of way deeds.  Mrs. Kelly moved to authorize staff to get a right of way survey for Lawson Road and Utley Road.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion was approved with all in favor.
After that the Board opened bids for the purchase of a supply van for the EMA.  There was only one bid for the van.  Mizell Ford sent a bid for $27,998.64.  This item was referred to the Finance Committee for award after review by the EMA Director.
The Commissioners then opened bids for purchase of a 2 Class A Fire Pumpers.  The Administrator opened two envelopes but the one from NAFECO was a decline to bid.  The other was from Fireline, Inc. which gave a bid of $509,212 for both trucks.  Action on this bid was also referred to the Finance Committee.
Next on the agenda was an appointment to a vacant position on the Region 2 Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities Advisory Council.  Mrs. Kelly stated that she had discussed the position with Natalie Herrington and she is willing to serve.  A motion was then made by Mrs. Kelly and seconded by Mr. Martin to appoint Natalie O. Herrington to the DBHDD Advisory Board.  This motion passed unanimously.
The Board then considered an appointment to the Hospital Authority.  Dub Harper resigned his position on the Authority on June 27th.  Mrs. Kelly moved to appoint Dr. Johnny Christian to fill the unexpired term on the Hospital Authority.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which passed with all in favor.
The next item of business was to discuss proceeding with condemnation of the right of way needed to pave William Tinley Road.  The Administrator noted that the County has obtained signed right of way deeds from 12 of the 20 property owners along the road.  He asked the Board if they wanted to seek eminent domain against the remaining 8 owners.  The County Attorney stated that the process would require getting an appraisal for each parcel and to then make an offer to purchase the right of way.  If they owners still wouldn’t sign, then we would have to file for action in the Court.  Mr. Abrams moved to condemn the right of way needed for William Tinley Road.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  It was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  
The Commissioners then considered request from Georgia Power to authorize them to install a traffic light at the intersection of River Road and Ebenezer Church Road at the exit to Plant Vogtle.  This area has become quite congested due to the construction traffic for Vogtle 3 & 4. Georgia Power officials and their traffic consultant met with County staff and agreed to our conditions reported the Administrator.  He noted that they agreed to use metal poles and to resurface the intersection to correct the rough conditions and eliminate confusing pavement markings.  He added that the project will be paid for by Georgia Power and they will cover the operational costs as well.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to approve the request from Georgia Power.  Mr. Martin made the second and the motion carried with all in favor.   
After that the Board considered a budget amendment that recognizes items donated to the Sheriff’s Department.  The Administrator explained that the purpose of the amendment is to be able to record the donated items as an asset on the County’s general ledger.  The total value of the donated items is $25,200.  Mr. Martin moved to adopt the budget amendment.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.   
Next Jack Williams came before the Commissioners stating his concerns about a recent incident involving an EMS transport to a hospital in Augusta.  Mr. Williams questioned the procedures used on the encounter.  He said he appreciated the EMT’s but that he wanted to improve the system.  Chief Sanders was asked to look into the matter and report back to the Commissioners.  
Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they have been cutting grass on the right of ways, fixing drives and maintaining dirt roads.  
EMA Director, Chief Sanders reported that recent rains have been keeping down the number of grass and brush fire calls.  
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman, reported that the new employee is catching on quickly and that she is another great hire for the County.
Judge Wimberly reported that the Magistrate Court is maintaining but they are dealing with a higher volume of work.

Economic Development Director, Jessica Hood, reported that they are working with existing industries to expand.  
Chief Deputy Blanchard reported that violent crimes are down 82%.  He noted that they have made 391 traffic stops in the last month. These resulted in 36 non traffic arrests.  He added that there have been 5 guns seized and 159 arrests in the past month.  

After that, Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion which passed with all in favor.  

Later, Mr. Martin made a motion to go back into regular session.  Mr. Abrams gave the second to this motion and it was approved unanimously.  The County Attorney explained that they had discussed one personnel matter and two legal matters and no action was taken.  Mr.  Martin moved to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit for the executive session on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Deloach seconded this motion and it carried 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners agreed to meet for Budget Worksessions on July 17th at 3:30 PM, July 24th at 6:00 PM and July 31st at 5:00 PM.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.
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